
GRADE 11 ENGLISH WORK PACK (WEEKS 9, 10 & 11) 
 

 Remember to do your five minutes writing every day. 

 I hope you are keeping a record of the marks of everything you have 

marked from the memos I have sent over lockdown. 

 I will send the practice exam memos later. 

DATE WORK 

Monday 25/5 Mark summary 
See below 

Tuesday 26/5 Poetry: 
“The child who was shot dead by soldiers at Nyanga”: see below 

Wednesday 27/5  
 

Macbeth: Themes 

 What themes have you picked up? 

 Read through the worksheet on SYMBOLS AND THEMES 
below.  Symbols are similar to image patterns.  They are ideas 
or images that keep popping up.  Themes are deeper and 
affect the play more. 

 There are also some notes in your note pack on themes. 

 Now do the exercise on themes below i.e. fill in the table. 

Thursday 28/5 Literature exam: 

 Answer the exam from June 2018 (see below).   

 Do it as if it were a real exam.   

 Because this is just for practice, please answer all the poetry 
questions – I have given you four days to do the exam so you 
will have enough time. 

 You do not have to write an essay in full – rather write down 
as many points as you can for both essays. 

Friday 29/5 Reading: 
Read your own novel 

 

Monday 1/6 Exam 
Tuesday 2/6 Exam 

Wednesday 3/6 Exam 
Thursday 4/6 Mark Literature exam 

Friday 5/6 Reading: 
Read your own novel 

 

Monday 8/6 Language exam: 

 Answer the June 2012 exam (see below).   

 You have three days for this.  Do it as if it were a real exam.  
Tuesday 9/6 Exam 

Wednesday 10/6 Exam 

Thursday 11/6 Catch up day 
Friday 12/6 Mark Language exam 

Keep strong! 

 



 

MEMO for Owl summary 

1. Point Form Summary  

[NB: Only mark up to word limits i.e.  

    Paragraph 1 = 10 words 

    Paragraph 2 = 25 words 

    Paragraph 3 = 10 words 

    Paragraph 4 = 15 words] 

 

1. Owls often sign of death  or bad things     (1) 
 

2. Athena , Greek Goddess of war , had owl as her symbol   
giving it a positive image  and the idea of the owl’s intelligence  (5) 

 

3. Owls important in folk medicine  and magic     (2) 
 

4. Negative sentiments  have led to poor human-owl relationship   (2) 
 

            /10/ 

 

2. Prose Form 

You will not be marking this in the normal way because it is for practice, so you 

will be getting marks for following instructions, which is not normal. 

 Own words: 1 mark 
 Facts, not examples (look at points in number 1): 1 mark 
 One connected paragraph: 1 mark  
 Correct number of words (55 words maximum): 1 mark 
 Word count is written at the end: 1 mark 
 You have the main points: 2 marks 
 Flow of prose i.e. does it read easily? 1 mark    /8/ 

 

3. Title 

 Some kind of figure of speech or literary device used = 2 marks 

 Ordinary, but fine = 1 mark 

 No title or makes no sense = 0 marks     /2/ 

          TOTAL = 20  

 

 

 

 

 



 

“The child who was shot dead by soldiers at Nyanga” by Ingrid Jonker (1933-1965) 

• Jonker is one of SA’s most well-known poets 

• She had a very difficult childhood – divorce; poverty 

• Committed suicide in 1965 

• In 2004 posthumously awarded the Order of Ikhamanga in Silver 

 
• Nyanga is a township in Cape Town 

• Its name in isiXhosa means ‘moon’  

• It is one of the oldest townships in Cape Town.  

• Nyanga is one of the poorest and most violent parts of Cape Town.  

 
• This incredibly powerful poem was written during a time of great unrest. 

• Jonker wrote the poem following a visit to the Philippi police station to see the body of a child who 

had been shot dead in his mother's arms by the police in Nyanga as his mother was taking him to 

the doctor.  

• It happened in the aftermath of the massacre of 69 people in Sharpeville, south of Johannesburg, 

in March 1960. They were marching to the police station to protest against having to carry 

passbooks. 

• The poem was written in Afrikaans. 

• There have been many translations. 

• The late Nelson Mandela read her poem at the opening of the first democratic Parliament on 24 

May 1994. He said: 



“The time will come when our nation will honour the memory of all the sons, the daughters, 

the mothers, the fathers, the youth and the children who, by their thoughts and deeds, gave us 

the right to assert with pride that we are South Africans, that we are Africans and that we are 

citizens of the world.” 
 

"The certainties that come with age tell me that among these we shall find an Afrikaner woman 

who transcended a particular experience and became a South African, an African and a citizen 

of the world. Her name is Ingrid Jonker. She was both a poet and a South African. She was both 

an Afrikaner and an African. She was both an artist and a human being.” 
 

• You can listen to Nelson Mandela reading a slightly different version of the poem.  

https://youtu.be/9zMwdBX1V_8 
 

• Now read the poem 

 

The child who was shot dead by soldiers in Nyanga by Ingrid Jonker 
 

The child is not dead         1 
the child raises his fists against his mother 
who screams Africa shouts the scent 
of freedom and the veld 
in the locations of the cordoned heart      5 
 
The child lifts his fists against his father 
in the march of the generations 
who are shouting Afrika shout the scent 
of righteousness and blood 
in the streets of his warrior pride       10 
 
The child is not dead 
not at Langa not at Nyanga 
nor at Orlando not at Sharpeville 
not at the police station in Philippi 
where he lies with a bullet through his brain     15 
 
The child is the shadow of the soldiers 
on guard with guns saracens and batons 
the child is present at all gatherings and law-giving 
the child peers through house windows and into the hearts of mothers 
the child who wanted just to play in the sun at Nyanga is everywhere 20 
the child grown to a man treks all over Africa 
the child grown to a giant travels through the whole world 
 
Without a pass          23 

 

 

https://youtu.be/9zMwdBX1V_8


Analysis 

Title The title hides nothing from us to show the horror of what happened 

STANZA 1 
Line 1 Immediately we are confronted by a contradiction.  How can the child be 

alive and dead at the same time?  We then start to think about ways that the 
child can continue living in a different way. 

Line 2 It is Africa as mother that he shouts at.  He is angry and frustrated by the 
situation he and others are in and is lashing out. 

Line 3 The scent of something is a deep thing that stays with you. 
Line 4 The use of the Afrikaans word gives a setting to the poem. 

Line 5 A cordon is used as a separation.  This is a reference to the pain that people 
felt because of the Group Areas Act.   

Line 5 Location = place to live as well as a place in his heart. 
Stanza 1 
as a 
whole 

The whole stanza shows the anger and helplessness of the speaker as all he 
can do is show his anger, nothing more. 

STANZA 2 
Line 6 His father could represent previous generations as they fought for freedom 

but didn’t attain it.   
Line 7 March = protests as well as emphasising the number of generations who have 

suffered. 
Line 8 Note the different spelling of “Afrika”.  Using both spellings is to include 

everyone. 
Stanza 2 
as a 
whole  

The fighting against previous generations shows the mixed emotions of anger 
at his situation as well as pride for them (“warrior pride”). The word 
“warrior” has a certain dignity to it. 

Stanza 2 
as a 
whole  

The structure of Stanzas 1 and 2 is very similar.  It is solidifying the message. 
 

STANZA 3 

Lines 12-
14 

These are some of the places of protest and conflict during the 80s.  Many 
violent acts happened there. 

Line 15 Note the harshness of this line.  She is showing the violence in a real way not 
in euphemistic terms.  The alliteration of the b also emphasises this as it is a 
very explosive sound. 

Stanza 3 
as a 
whole 

Note how every line in this stanza is slightly longer than the one before it.  It 
shows an accumulation of the violence and horror. 

STANZA 4 
Line 16 The violence and the horrific acts are with the soldiers always – they cannot 

be allowed to forget what they have done.  He is almost like their conscience. 
Line 17 Weapons of violence 

Line 20 This line is particularly moving because the child had so few needs/wishes – 
just to play in the sun. 

Lines 21- This imagines the child grown up and not trapped in childhood forever.  He 



22 has his freedom and has made a huge impact on the world.  These lines give 
the reader hope that the situation would eventually change. 

Stanza 4 
as a 
whole 

The long lines show that that the child is everywhere. 

Stanza 4 
as a 
whole 

The fact that the child is everywhere: 
- makes us realise that a human being is special and cannot just be 

forgotten 
- it emphasises that people are killed not just numbers 
- affects people’s actions and decisions as they remember him 

STANZA 5 

Last 
stanza 

This one line stanza is very powerful, firstly, because it is only one line which 
makes it stand out, and secondly, it is a reference to the pass system which 
made black people have to have a pass to travel away from home.  Here 
Jonker imagines a country without passes. 

 

Every stanza except the last one starts with “The child” to keep bringing our 

attention and focus back to him. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Macbeth: Some Symbols 
Blood 
Blood represents the guilt Macbeth and Lady Macbeth share. When Macbeth returns from killing 

Duncan, his hands are covered with blood, which marks his actions. Lady Macbeth also stains her hands 

when she returns the daggers to the scene of the crime. For her, the symbolism becomes more 

permanent, as she hallucinates blood on her hands during the throes of her sleepwalking later in the play. 

 

Ghosts and other imaginary things 
Ghosts represent the way past actions come back to haunt the present and future, as when Macbeth 

sees Banquo's ghost seated at the banquet table. It is unclear whether the ghost is actually Banquo or a 

figment of Macbeth's guilt-ridden imagination. Later, when Banquo's ghost appears again, this time 

with the witches, he is leading a line of kings—his descendants—which demonstrates that his death 

will give rise to future monarchs who will rule Scotland.  The dagger he sees before killing the king 

shows the disruption of his mind. 

 

Storms 
The storms that rage in Macbeth—whenever the witches appear and on the night Duncan is 

murdered—are symbols of Scotland's unrest, both politically and socially. They also display 

Shakespeare's belief in "the great chain of being," a symbiotic relationship between God, a divinely 

appointed ruler, the people, and all of nature. Shakespeare uses storms and other natural disasters to 

foreshadow adverse actions planned against a ruler. 

 

The thunder and lightning that accompany the witches' meetings reflect their intentions regarding 

Macbeth. Their predictions do Macbeth no favours, and his adherence to them leads to his own demise. 

 

Macbeth: Some Themes 

Appearance versus Reality 
This is the most well-known theme of the play.  There are many examples of this e.g. the 
witches appearing to mean one thing, but it ends up in a different form; Macbeth appearing to 
be a good host, but planning the king’s murder. 
 

Ambition 
Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are driven to kill in the name of satisfying their ambitions. Lady Macbeth 

is particularly susceptible to the lure of power. Once the witches introduce the idea that Macbeth could 

be king, it is Lady Macbeth whose thoughts immediately turn to murder, and she plots accordingly. She 

is the one who pushes Macbeth to take part in killing Duncan. Once he has the throne, Macbeth works on 

his own to keep it, killing Banquo because he is a perceived threat. This second murder is the one that 

really arouses the suspicions of the other thanes and lords, which demonstrates how Macbeth's 

ambition becomes his undoing. 

 

Gender Roles 
Much of the action in the play is driven by women who do not act in conventionally feminine ways. Lady 

Macbeth defies the expectations of her gender with her ruthless actions. She asks the spirits to "unsex" 



her so she can carry out her part in Duncan's killing, and when Macbeth expresses any sign of doubt 

or guilt, she consistently attacks him for being unmanly. At the same time, she uses the expectations the 

other thanes and lords have for women—delicacy and sensitivity—when Macbeth is in trouble, 

feigning a fainting spell to create a distraction. Lady Macbeth's ultimate descent into madness serves 

as the punishment for her actions.  The witches certainly do not fit into the expectations of how 

women would behave at the time, but their separation from normal society almost gives them 

permission not to conform. 

 

Destiny versus Free Will 
After the three witches introduce their prophecy that he is to become king, Macbeth takes to the 

suggestion with alarming speed. Until this point, he is loyal to King Duncan and has just fought in battle to 

stop a rebellion against the king and bring one of the perpetrators, the Thane of Cawdor, to justice. When 

Macbeth is awarded Cawdor's former title, he chooses to believe the rest of the prophecy; from then 

on, a lust for power and revenge appears to drive his actions. In this sense, he exerts his will in service 

of the prophecy. The same can be said of Macbeth's belief in the other visions that "predict" his 

invincibility. His belief in destiny causes him to act rashly and directly leads to his destruction. 

 

Throughout the play, Shakespeare demonstrates that exercising free will has its consequences. 

Although the prophecies serve as a powerful catalyst for their actions, both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 

show that their minds are divided in their pursuit of power. Lady Macbeth, initially firm in her resolve 

to act and to influence her husband's actions, eventually becomes racked with guilt, which manifests 

in sleepwalking and obsessing about what they have done. Macbeth, initially goaded by his wife, 

freely chooses to follow her directives and then begins acting on his own, as when he orders killers to 

dispatch Banquo, Fleance, and Macduff's family. Macbeth's acts deliver the rewards he seeks (the 

kingship and power), but guilt gnaws at him, as seen in his fight with Macduff, when he reveals, "My soul is 

too much charged / with blood of thine already" (Act 5, Scene 8). 

 

Loyalty 
In the end, the thanes and lords who remained loyal to Duncan and his bloodline are rewarded. Malcolm 

is able to retake the throne and call his brother and Fleance back from exile. 

 

Macduff does lose his family, but he is allowed to avenge them when he kills Macbeth. Even Banquo will 

have a line of kings descended from him as his legacy. Macbeth's treachery, however, is punished by his 

death, but even before that, he loses the trust and faith of his people. Lady Macbeth—whose repressed 

guilt pushes her into insanity—precedes her husband in death. 

[adapted from Course Hero Study Guide] 

 

 

 

 

 



MACBETH EXERCISE ON THEMES 
 

Identify the theme or importance of each of the quotes below. 
 

 QUOTE THEME 

1 “look like th’innocent flower, but be 
the serpent under’t” 

 

2 “False face must hide what the false 
heart doth know.” 

 

3 “Will all great Neptune's ocean wash 
this blood clean from my hand?” 

 

4 “now does he feel his title 
hang loose about him, like a giant's 
robe upon a dwarfish thief.” 

 

5 “If thou couldst, doctor, cast 
the water of my land, find her disease, 
and purge it to a sound and pristine 
health …” 

 

6 “Methought I heard a voice cry 'Sleep 
no more! Macbeth does murder 
sleep'” 

 

7 “The devil himself could not 
pronounce a title more hateful to mine 
ear.” 

 

8 “'Tis call'd the evil: a most miraculous 
work in this good king; 
which often, since my here-remain in 
England, I have seen him do.” 

 

9 “Here lay Duncan, his silver skin laced 
with his golden blood” 

 

10 “Let your remembrance apply to 
Banquo; present him eminence, both 
with eye and tongue” 

 

11 “I have no spur to prick the sides of my 
intent, but only vaulting ambition, 
which o'erleaps itself 
and falls on the other.” 

 

12 “fair is foul and foul is fair”  

13 “Bloody instructions, which, being 
taught, return to plague the inventor: 
this even-handed justice 
commends the ingredients of our 
poison'd chalice to our own lips.” 

 

 

Duncan and Malcolm = ________________ ; Macbeth = ________________ 

 



VICTORIA GIRLS‟ HIGH SCHOOL 

GRADE 11    ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE  JUNE 2018 

TIME: 2 HOURS    LITERATURE   MARKS: 80 

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION: 

1. Start each section on a new page (i.e. side). 
2. Leave a line after each answer of a contextual question. 
3. Rule off after each question. 
4. Draw a 2cm margin on the right hand side of each answer page. 
5. Write neatly and legibly. 
6. Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system used in this 

question paper. 
7. Pay attention to spelling, sentence structure and language. 

 

Section A: Poetry 

COMPULSORY QUESTION 1: UNSEEN POEM 

Taken for a Ride by Stan Motjuwadi  

I get my cue 
from the glint in the cop‟s eye. 
I have seen it before. 
So I have to find it. 

I pull away from Mono 
and hug myself in desperation. 
Up, down, back, front, sides, 
like a crazed tribal dancer. 
I have to find it. 

Without it I‟m lost, with it I‟m lost, 
a cipher** in Albert Street. 
I hate it. I nurse it, 
my pass*, my everything. 

Up, down, back, front, sides, 
Mono‟s lip twitches, 
She looks at me with all the love. 
She shakes her head nervously. 
Up, front, sides, back, down, 
like a crazed tribal dancer. 
Molimo! 

The doors of the kwela-kwela gape, 
I jabber at Mono. 
The doors swing lazy, sadistic like Jonah‟s*** whale. 
l take a free ride. 

1 1    
 
1 2 
3 4  
4 5 
8  9 
10 
11 
12 
13           
mm
10 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
20 
20 
212
223
24  

Glossary 

* pass – black African citizens were required by apartheid law to carry 

pass books  

** cipher – secret or disguised in some way 



*** Jonah  – in the Bible Jonah is miraculously saved by being 

swallowed by a large fish, in whose belly he spends three days.  

 

1.1    Why does the poet refer to the pass as „it‟?      (2) 

1.2.1 What is “a crazed tribal dancer” being compared to?  (1) 

1.2.2. What figure of speech is this?         (1) 

1.2.3. How are the two things being compared?     (2) 

1.3.    Explain why the speaker says “Without it I'm lost,            

 with it I'm lost” when describing life with the pass.      (2) 

1.4. The title has a figurative meaning and literal meaning.                                 

 What are they?            (2) 

            [10] 

_____________________________________________________ 

Question 2: The child who was shot dead by soldiers at Nyanga by 
Ingrid Jonker  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The child is not dead          1 
the child raises his fists against his mother 
who screams Africa shouts the scent 
of freedom and the veld 
in the locations of the cordoned heart       5 
 
The child lifts his fists against his father 
in the march of the generations 
who are shouting Afrika shout the scent 
of righteousness and blood 
in the streets of his warrior pride        10 
 
The child is not dead 
not at Langa not at Nyanga 
nor at Orlando not at Sharpeville 
not at the police station in Philippi 
where he lies with a bullet through his brain      15 
 
The child is the shadow of the soldiers 
on guard with guns saracens and batons 
the child is present at all gatherings and law-giving 
the child peers through house windows and into the hearts of mothers 
the child who wanted just to play in the sun at Nyanga is everywhere  20 
the child grown to a man treks all over Africa 
the child grown to a giant travels through the whole world 
 
Without a pass           23 



2.1 What is the tone of the poem? Give evidence from the poem to 

support your answer.              (2) 

2.2 Identify the rhetorical stylistic device that has been used in 

stanza three (lines 11-15) and explain its effect.   (2) 

2.3 Account for the different spellings of „Africa‟ and „Afrika‟. (2) 

2.4 Examine stanza 4 (lines16-22). How does the speaker create 

empathy in the reader?        (2) 

2.5 What is the effect of line 23 standing alone?    (2) 

_____________________________________________________ 

Question 3: Housing Targets – Kelwyn Sole 
 

Housing targets 

Somewhere in our past 

we believed in the future 

that a better world 

would discover foundation 

under our feet, and we 

would forever be singing, 

in its kitchen. 

Bricks pile up in a field. 

Whether they will be enough 

no one knows. How 

they fit together 

is anybody‟s guess. 

Men with darkening skins 

scribbled on by weather 

wait for their instructions. 

From time to time 

limousines miraculously appear: 

there is always a somebody 

in a suit willing to smile 

and shake their hands  

who lays the first stone. 

Then the camera lights 

and racing engines 

turn around, shrink back 

from where they came. 

                                                                                                            

1 1 
1 1 
1 1  
1 11 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
10  
10 1 
1 1 
1 1 
13 1 
1 1 
1   
16 1    
16 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
21 1 
21 1 
1 1  
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
26  
1 1 



Those left behind 

stare at their own hands 

afterwards, puzzled 

at precisely what 

has been transacted, why 

they are still being offered 

bonds 

squint 

between gnarled fingers 

pace out the hopeful distances: 

– there will be a flower bowl 

– my bed is going here. 

As for now the doorknobs 

have no doors. 

Their windows peer out 

at no sky. 

1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 33 
33 1 
33 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1  
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
11 

 

3.1 In your own words explain stanza three (lines 8 -12).  (2) 

3.2 Account for the „darkening skins‟ in line 13.   (2) 

3.3 Who is the „they‟ in line 31?      (2)  

3.4 Explain the „bonds‟ being offered in line 32.   (2) 

3.5 A synonym for „gnarled‟ in line 34 is …    (1) 

a. fat 

b. knobbly 

c. clumsy 

d. excited 

 

3.6 What is the tone of the speaker of the poem.   (1) 

_________________________________________________________ 

Question 4: African Poem by Augustinho Neto 

There on the horizon                                                                 
the fire                                                                                        
and the dark silhouettes of the imbondeiro trees                                  
with their arms raised                                                                               
in the air the green smell of burnt palm trees                                           
6                                                                                                               
On the road                                                                                                                
the line of Bailundo porters                                                     
groaning under the loads of crueira         
In the room                                                                                                 
the sweet sweet-eyed mulatress                                         

1        
11111          
1                    
1                       
1                       
1                                         
6 
1       
8                        
9 1                        
1                  



retouching her face with rouge and rice-powder                              
the woman under her many clothes moving her hips                   
on the bed                                                                                              
the sleepless man thinking                                                                         
of buying knives and forks to eat with at a table                                  
On the sky the reflections                                                                          
of the fire                                                                                       
and the silhouette of the blacks at the drums                               
with their arms raised                                                                                
in the air the warm tune of marimbas                                           
On the road the porters                                                                          
in the room the mulatress                                                                      
on the bed the sleepless man                                                                         
The burning coals consuming                                          
consuming with fire                                                                                   
the warm country of the horizons.                   

1                   
1                     
1                  
141                       
14                
16 
1111                           
1                            
1                              
1                                 
1                              
21                     
22                    
22                              
24                                 
1                            
1                     
1                                  

 

4.1 Account for the use of „green‟ to describe the smell of burnt palm trees                            

 and the connotation associated with it.                 (2)   

4.2.1 What figure of speech has been used in line 8?    (1) 

4.2.2 Describe the effectiveness?        (1) 

4.3 Explain the difference in meaning between „sweet‟ and „sweet-eyed‟ in                  

 line 10.           (2) 

4.4 What is the tone of the speaker in lines 21-23 and comment on its                

 effectiveness.          (2) 

4.5 „Consuming‟ has been repeated in line 24 and line 25. Account for the                

 repetition and comment on its effectiveness.     (2) 

_________________________________________________________ 

SECTION B:  CONTEXTUAL: MACBETH 

QUESTION 5 

 

EXTRACT A 

Read the following extract from Act 3, Scene 4 of Macbeth carefully 

before answering the questions that follow. 

ACT 3 SCENE 4. The same. Hall in the palace. 

(A banquet prepared. Enter MACBETH, LADY MACBETH, ROSS, LENNOX, 

Lords, and Attendants) 

 

MACBETH 

You know your own degrees; sit down: at first 

And last the hearty welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 



LORDS 

                                          Thanks to your majesty. 

 

MACBETH 

Ourself will mingle with society, 

And play the humble host. 

Our hostess keeps her state, but in best time 

We will require her welcome. 

 

LADY MACBETH 

Pronounce it for me, sir, to all our friends; 

For my heart speaks they are welcome. 

(First Murderer appears at the door) 

 

MACBETH 

See, they encounter thee with their hearts' thanks. 

Both sides are even: here I'll sit i' the midst: 

(He points to the empty stool) 

Be large in mirth; anon we'll drink a measure 

The table round. (Approaching the door) There's blood on thy face. 

 

FIRST MURDERER 

'Tis Banquo's then. 

 

MACBETH 

'Tis better thee without than he within. 

Is he dispatch'd? 

 

FIRST MURDERER 

My lord, his throat is cut; that I did for him. 

 

MACBETH 

Thou art the best o' the cut-throats: yet he's good 

That did the like for Fleance: if thou didst it, 

Thou art the nonpareil. 

 

FIRST MURDERER 

                                     Most royal sir, 

Fleance is 'scaped. 

 

MACBETH 

Then comes my fit again: I had else been perfect, 

Whole as the marble, founded as the rock, 

As broad and general as the casing air: 

But now I am cabin'd, cribb'd, confined, bound in 

To saucy doubts and fears. But Banquo's safe? 

 

FIRST MURDERER 

Ay, my good lord: safe in a ditch he bides, 
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With twenty trenched gashes on his head; 

The least a death to nature. 

 

MACBETH 

                                          Thanks for that: 

There the grown serpent lies; the worm that's fled 

Hath nature that in time will venom breed, 

No teeth for the present. Get thee gone: to-morrow 

We'll hear, ourselves, again. 

(Exit Murderer) 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

5.1. What does Macbeth ask the murderer in line 15 (“Is he dispatch‟d?”).  (1) 
 
5.2. Why are Banquo and Fleance a threat to Macbeth?    (2) 
 

5.3. How does Macbeth respond to the news that Fleance has escaped?  (2) 
 

5.4. Explain what the First Murderer means by „The least a death to nature.‟ 

(line 29).           (2) 

 

5.5. Explain the extended metaphor Macbeth uses in lines 30 – 32 and  

 comment on its appropriateness.       (3) 

Read the following extract from Act 4, Scene 1 of Macbeth  

 

MACBETH  
Infected be the air whereon they ride;     
And damn'd all those that trust them! I did hear 
The galloping of horse: who was't came by? 
 
LENNOX  
'Tis two or three, my lord, that bring you word 
Macduff is fled to England. 
 
MACBETH  
                                              Fled to England!     
 
LENNOX  
Ay, my good lord. 
 
MACBETH  
(Aside) Time, thou anticipatest my dread exploits: 
The flighty purpose never is o'ertook 
Unless the deed go with it; from this moment 
The very firstlings of my heart shall be     
The firstlings of my hand. And even now, 
To crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought and done: 
The castle of Macduff I will surprise; 

 
138 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
145 
 
 
 
 
150 



Seize upon Fife; give to the edge o' the sword 
His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls    
That trace him in his line. No boasting like a fool; 
This deed I'll do before this purpose cool. 
 

 

5.6 Who are “they” that Macbeth refers to in “the air wheron they ride”  

  (line 138)?            (1) 

5.7 Explain the irony in line 139 (“And damn'd all those that trust them!”).  (2)  

5.8 Suggest why Macduff chose to flee to England.      (2) 

5.9 What are Macbeth‟s motives for wanting to kill Macduff?  Discuss two.  (4) 

5.10 What does Macbeth mean when he says “The very firstlings of my heart          

shall be the firstlings of my hand.” In lines 147 – 148?    (2) 

 5.11 How does Macbeth‟s attitude / character / frame of mind in this extract  
 differ from that before the murder of King Duncan?     (2) 
5.12 Suggest a possible reason for this change.      (2) 

              [15] 

SECTION C: ESSAY QUESTION 

Question 6: Choose one essay 

Answer ONE of the following questions on Macbeth by William 

Shakespeare. 

(NB: Do NOT retell the story in your essay.) 

6.1 Discuss guilt and its consequences as it applies throughout 

Macbeth. 

          (25) 

OR 

6.2 Discuss how Shakespeare uses the symbols of sleep, clothing and 

blood to add to the dramatic tension in Macbeth. 

 

TOTAL SECTION C: 25 

GRAND TOTAL: 80 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRADE 11  ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE Paper 1          JUNE 2012 

TIME: 2 HOURS                                      MARKS: 70 

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION: 

1. This question paper consists of THREE sections, namely SECTION A, SECTION B and 
SECTION C. 

- SECTION A: Comprehension (30 marks) 
- SECTION B: Summary  (10 marks) 
- SECTION C: Language  (30 marks) 

2. Answer ALL the questions. 
3. Start each section on a NEW page (i.e. side). 
4. Leave a line after EACH answer. 
5. Write neatly and legibly. 
6. Follow the instructions carefully. 
7. Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system used in this 

question paper. 
8. Pay special attention to spelling and sentence construction. 
9. Draw a 2cm margin on the right hand side if each answer page. 
10. For multiple choice questions just write down the letter you select. 

 

SECTION A: COMPREHENSION 

QUESTION 1: READING FOR MEANING AND UNDERSTANDING 
 

Read the passage below, which was written in 2005, and answer the questions that 

follow. Use your own words as far as possible, except when you are asked to quote. 
 

Elvis and Shakespeare have Broadway ‘All Shook Up’ 

1 August 16 will mark the 28th anniversary of the death of Elvis Presley, the undisputed King 
of Rock, who became a household name after just two years on the pop music scenario 
before he was drafted into the US Army.  This phenomenal achievement – a string of gold 
discs and four movies before joining Uncle Sam – is often eclipsed by his bizarre, yet tragic, 
lifestyle prior to his death at the age of 42 in 1977.                                                                5 

2 In the month of August, many Elvistics, like religious pilgrims, will converge on Graceland, 
the home of the singer in Memphis, Tennessee, to participate in the annual candlelight vigil 
as well as celebrate the singer‟s life during the official „Elvis Week‟ in Memphis.  Those fans 
lucky enough to be in New York at the time, could take a trip down memory lane by treating 
themselves to a brand new musical titled All Shook Up playing to rave reviews at the        10 
Palace Theatre on Broadway.                                                                                                           

3 Choosing what to see on Broadway is never easy – especially for the tourist who has just a 
few days to spare in the city that never sleeps, as Frank Sinatra has immortalised it.  This 
time round, in April, on my second brief visit to the Big Apple, my selection was tailor-made 
for me. Returning from an academic conference in Fargo, North Dakota (believe me,      15 
being an academic has its compensations sometimes), I arrived in New York on an 
unseasonably cold and wet weekend.  My damp spirits suddenly soared when I discovered 
that Elvis was in town. 

4 An Elvis idolater since the age of ten or so, I found myself the next morning in the looping 
queue in Times Square, waiting for a discounted ticket like hundreds of other patient        20 



theatregoers.  The hour or so spent in the queue is not really that frustrating.  Entertainment 
is all around. 

5 Playing to capacity houses each night, All Shook Up is not an Elvis biopic, as I‟d imagined it 
to be.  Much like the current Broadway hit, Mama Mia, choreographed to the music of 
ABBA, it is a musical comedy with a fairly complex plot.  Set in the 1950s in mid-western  25  
America, All Shook Up is a veritable potpourri of Shakespearean comedies and the music of 
Elvis Presley.   

6 Here‟s what scriptwriter Joe DiPietro has to say about this carnivalesque production: „It‟s 
every Shakespeare comedy melded into every Elvis movie.  Much of the play‟s dynamic is 
generated by the Shakespearean trope of disguise.  The denouement is quite startling,    30 
with the relevation of a clandestine interracial relationship thrown in for good measure.  A 
cast of ten actors heads up the main line-up and together with an ensemble of twenty 
singers and dancers virtually rocks the socks off Broadway.  The role of the hip-swinging 
Chad is taken by the 29-year-old Cheyenne Jackson who has several acting roles to his 
credit – both dramatic and musical.  There are twenty-five Elvis songs in the production,   35 
but don‟t expect them to be reprises of the original melodies. 

7 Most of them aren‟t.  They have been adapted to the script of the play.  The Palace Theatre 
has a seating capacity of 1 784.  That night, both young and old, seasoned theatregoers in 
formal dress, as well as casually-clad tourists like myself, occupied every seat in that 
awesome auditorium.  Seated behind me, was a row of teenagers accompanied by their  40 
school teachers.  How do I know they were teachers?  Because before the show started, 
one of them, to my surprise and delight, imperiously instructed one youngster: „Richard, 
switch that cellphone off now. I said NOW!‟  Surely, parents don‟t (can‟t) speak with such 
authority?  In our age of rap music, I wondered what these youngsters were doing at a show 
like this.  From their reaction and that of their teachers, I needn‟t have wondered.             45 

8 All-in-all, Broadway was a memorable experience, not only on account of Elvis, but also 
because I could not find my seat after the 15-minute interval.  I was in the wrong gallery.  
Fifteen minutes is too short a time to gulp down two whiskies. 

[Adapted from an article in Sunday Times Lifestyle by Dr Harry Sewlall]                               

1.1 Give a quote, of not more than eight words, from paragraph 1 that expresses 

Elvis’s “phenomenal achievement”.       (1)  

1.2 What are the implications of calling him the “King of Rock” (line 1- 2)? (2)  

1.3 Refer to paragraph 2. How has the state of Tennessee honoured Elvis? (2) 
 

1.4 Refer to the word “Elvistics” (line 6). 

1.4.1   From what two words has “Elvistics” originated?     (2)  

1.4.2   What do we call this kind of joined word?      (1) 
     

1.5 Explain the meaning, in the context, of the following expressions: 

 1.5.1 “playing to rave reviews” (line 10)      (1)  

 1.5.2 “tailor-made for me” (line 14)       (2) 
   

1.6 To which city does the “Big Apple” (line 14) refer?     (1)  

1.7 Refer to paragraph 3. 

      1.7.1   What, according to the writer, is a difficulty faced by the tourist regarding  

          Broadway shows?         (2)  

      1.7.2   Discuss the point the writer is making about “being an academic” (line 16). (2) 
   



1.8 Is the statement “Elvis was in town” (line 18) used literally or figuratively? (1)  

1.9 Suggest a reason why the “hour or so spent in the queue is not really that  
       frustrating” (line 21). Make sure you use your own words.    (1)  

1.10 Refer to paragraph 5. Explain in your own words what the show All Shook Up is 

 about.           (2) 
  

1.11 Refer to lines 26-27. 

1.11.1 What figure of speech is used in these lines?     (1) 

1.11.2 Explain it and judge its effectiveness.      (3) 
 

1.12 What part of speech is “twenty-five” in line 35? 

  A: adjectival clause 

  B: adverb of number 

  C: compound adjective 

  D: possessive noun        (1) 
  

1.13       Refer to line 40. 

1.13.1   The word “awesome” here is used … 

  A: formally 

  B: as standard English 

  C: as slang 

  D: colloquially         (1)  

1.13.2 Looking at the phonic qualities of the word “awesome”. Why did the author  
specifically choose this word in this context?     (1) 

             

1.14  How effective is the final paragraph as a conclusion to the article?            (3)  

TOTAL FOR SECTION A:  30 

SECTION B: SUMMARY 

QUESTION 2: SUMMARISING IN YOUR OWN WORDS 

1. Read the following passage that compares two categories of British newspapers.  

To class British newspapers in two groups – „quality‟ and „popular‟ – is to oversimplify, for 

there are degrees of quality and popularity. But such a division is valuable if it underlines the 

truths that journalists, like historians, cannot be completely objective and that there is more 

than one way of presenting news. The quality press gives prominence to different items of 

news from the popular press and even when reporting the same incidents takes a different 

viewpoint and stresses different details. Its emphasis is often on national and international 

issues and on their broad significance, while the popular press looks for human interest, 

horror, glamour, homeliness and coincidence. 

Styles of writing vary from paper to paper, but broadly speaking the qualities prefer a concise 

unemotional style, while the populars use vivid language to evoke, for example, the horror of a 

road accident or the excitement of a world title fight. Neither group has a monopoly of good 

English. The language of the quality press is sometimes uninspired and pompous, that of the 

popular press exaggerated and flamboyant. Our preference for one style and approach rather 

than another depends on what we believe to be the function of a newspaper. 



The Written Word – W. E. K. Anderson 

  

2. Pick out the four most important characteristics of quality newspapers.  
3. Pick out the three most important characteristics of popular newspapers. 
4. Write them down under the following two headings: Quality newspapers and 

Popular newspapers.  
 

 Your points must be numbered. 
 Each point may not be more than ten words. 
 Indicate your word count at the end of each point. 
 Do not use full sentences. 
 Do not use abbreviations. 
 Information taken from the second paragraph MUST be in your own words, but 

information from paragraph 1 need not be. 
 You will be penalised if you ignore these instructions. 
   

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:  10 

SECTION C: LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT 

QUESTION 3: ANALYSING ADVERTISING 
 

Study the advertisement below and then answer the questions that follow. 
 

   

 



3.1   What is “the rarest medal in the Olympics”?      (1) 
 

3.2.1   If the British team had withdrawn because of their damaged sled would Eugene        

    Monti’s team have won? (Yes or No)      (1) 

3.2.2   Explain your answer.         (1) 
 

3.3   The purpose of this advert is to … 

  A: sell Olympic Games tickets 

  B: promote the image of the Olympic Games 

  C: teach specifically children good sportsmanship 

  D: sell Olympic brand bolts       (1) 
 

3.4   Write down the slogan used in the advert.      (1) 
 

3.5   Give a synonym for “hardware” as used in the second last line.   (1) 
 

3.6.1   True or False: The Olympic Committee makes its own adverts.  (1) 

3.6.2   How do you know this?         (1) 

             [8] 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTION 4: UNDERSTANDING OTHER ASPECTS OF MEDIA 

Study the Lockhorns cartoon below and answer the questions that follow. 

 
4.1 The expression on the woman’s face is …. 

  A: confused 

  B: satisfied 

  C: sullen 

  D: bemused          (1) 



 

4.2 What is the significance of their surname (Lockhorns)?    (1)  

4.3 Analyse the pun.           (2) 

             [4] 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTION 5: USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY 

Read the text below and then answer the following questions. 
 

Angie Hicks finds a book for every life-changing event 
 

I‟ve just finished Kat Fox‟s Watching the English. It‟s an intriguing study of habits, traditions  

and activities: why people encourage children to eat peas on the back of their forks, or queue.  

I read so much of it and kept thinking, “Well, I can do that!” I like to read about why people think 

and behave in the way they do. As a student, I read a book about someone who is out of touch 

with reality – but whose ways of seeing reality was as worthwhile as ours.                                    5                                                               

 

My reaction to any dramatic situation is always: I read a book. The day I found I was expecting 

twins, I went to the dictionary to look up the word. Here is what I found. 

 

   Twin a, n & v (-nn). Forming or being one of, a closely related or associated pair esp. 

   of children or animals born at a birth, [OE twin = double] 

 

After that we went straight from the hospital to the bookshop and bought The Twins Handbook. 10 

 

Seven years ago my husband, Andy, had a car accident, survived by the skin of his teeth and 

spent the next 10 months in hospital in neuro-rehab. I read two defining books in that time. Head 

Injury explained the rollercoaster of emotions and gave practical help; Injured Brains of Medical 

Minds is a collection of pieces by medical practitioners. The latter book advocated three things 

that helped me and assisted my husband‟s recovery: faith, hope and love. That became my     15 

mantra.   

If all you can offer is love, you still have given the most important thing. 
 

[Adapted from TES, 2 June 2006] 
 

5.1 Explain briefly the difference in the use of the apostrophe in the words “I’ve” and 

 “Fox’s” in line 1.          (2) 

5.2 Rewrite the sentence, “Well, I can do that!” (line 3) in indirect speech. (2) 

5.3 The underlined clause in the quote below is a subordinate adjectival clause. What 

 word in the sentence does it qualify? 
    

     “I read a book about someone who is out of touch with reality” (line 4).   (1) 

5.4 Correct the concord error in line 5. Underline your correction.   (1) 

5.5.1   Is it correct to have a full stop after the abbreviation “esp.” (line 8)?  

          (Just say ‘yes’ or ‘no’)         (1)  

5.5.2   Explain your answer.         (1) 
 



5.6 Account for the use of the commas before and after the word “Andy” (line 11) (1) 

5.7 Explain the idiom, “by the skin of his teeth” (line 11).    (1) 

             [10] 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTION 6: DICTIONARY WORK 
 

Look at the dictionary extract below and answer the questions that follow. 

jol1 [dzәl] vb. and n. slang. To play, 

frolic, have fun etc, [prob. fr. Du. jolen 

to make merry] 

jol2 [dzәl] vb. colloq. To go: see also 

jawl [unknown prob. fr. jol1, by 

extension of meaning] 

just now adv. t. phr. colloq. In a little  

while: phr. with reference to the 

immediate future as in ‘I’m coming ~’. 

occ. also to the immediate past as in ‘He 

was here ~’, but not the immediate 

present as standard ‘We have none in 

stock just now.’ *cf. Brit. use of  

‘presently’ sig. ‘now, at the moment’, 

also ‘in a little while’. trans. Afk. netnou 

presently, in a moment, or with past time 

reference ‘just’+ 

 

6.1 “Jol” can be used as two parts of speech. What are they?    (2) 
 

6.2.1   True or False: The origin of a number of words listed is uncertain.  (1) 

6.2.2   Explain your answer.         (1) 
 

6.3 From what type of dictionary is this extract taken?     (1) 

6.4 Which of the following sentences would be typically South African, and which 

 British? (Write only SA or B) 

 6.4.1   We’ll be having lunch just now, so don’t eat sweets now. 

 6.4.2   I’m afraid he’s not in his office just now.     (2) 
 

6.5 Is the use of the word “jol” slang or colloquial in the following sentence? 

  I jolled down to the beach this weekend.     (1) 

             [8] 

TOTAL FOR SECTION C:  30 

GRAND TOTAL:  70 

 



 

 

 


