
GRADE 8 ENGLISH WORK PACK: WEEKS 13, 14, 15 & 16 (6-31 July) 
 

- Don’t get confused between the projects.  There are TWO.   

- One is an English Assignment to do during English lessons (6-10 July) so 

you will have work for other subjects as normal 

- The other one All Subjects’ Project for three days and it is instead of ALL 

your subjects so you will just do this from 16-20 July. 

DATE WORK 

Monday 6/7 English Assignment:  
- The instructions are in your Work Pack.  
- You will hand this in when you return to school. 
- You have the whole week for this so we want your work to be 

excellent! 

Tuesday 7/7 English Assignment 

Wednesday 8/7 English Assignment 

Thursday 9/7 English Assignment 

Friday 10/7 English Assignment 
 

Monday 13/7 Language: Irony   
Tuesday 14/7 Language: Puns  

Wednesday 15/7 Language: Ambiguity 

Thursday 16/7 All Subjects’ Project: TASK 1, TASK 2 and prepare for TASK 3 
Friday 17/7 All Subjects’ Project: Do TASK 3 and the first two bullets of TASK 4 
 

Monday 20/7 All Subjects’ Project: TASKS 4 and 5 

Tuesday 21/7 Language: Homonyms, Homophones and Homographs 
Wednesday 22/7 Oral: practice your oral about your cooking experience 

Thursday 23/7  Mark language exercises  

Friday 24/7 Reading: Read your own book 
 

Monday 27/7 Newspapers:  
- Read the attached notes 
- If you have a newspaper at home see if you can find the 

relevant sections in your paper. 

Tuesday 28/7 Newspapers: Activity 1 

Wednesday 29/7 Newspapers: Activity 2 

Thursday 30/7 Catch up day 
Friday 31/7 Catch up day 

 

We hope you find the tasks interesting.  Remember that you can send a 

message to your English teacher if you have a question about the work. 

Good luck! 
 

 



GRADE 8 ASSIGNMENT  

(Linked to The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency) 
 

TASK: Designing a Book Cover (front and back) 

o Imagine that a friend of yours has started her own business just like Mma 

Ramotswe did. 

o You have decided to write a novel about it. 

o The name of the business, and therefore the title of your novel, is  The No. 1 

Ladies … (you fill in the rest) e.g. The No. 1 Ladies Bungee Jump Company. 

o Think up an interesting nom de plume (fake name) for yourself as the author. 

o This week’s task is to design the cover for the novel. 

o The book cover must look as realistic as possible and should include: 

- A picture/design on the front cover 

- Icons, ISBN numbers etc. (these will obviously be fictitious) 

- On the back: 

 A description of the novel.  

 A Puff Piece  

 Something about the author  

- The word guideline for the three pieces TOGETHER is 120-150 words. 

 

EXAMPLES: 

(Taken from the David Philip Publishers 2004 publication of The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency): 
 

o Description of the book tells a little about the story but NOT HOW IT ENDS!  It 

sometimes includes a short extract from the novel. 

“The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency consists of one woman, the engaging and sassy Precious 

Ramotswe, who sets up shop in Gaborone, Botswana.  A cross between Kinsey Millhone and Miss 

Marple, this unlikely heroine specialises in missing husbands, wayward daughters, con men and 

imposters.  When she sets out on a trail of a missing child she is tumbled headlong into some strange 

situations and not a little danger.” 

 

o A Puff Piece is almost like an advert for the book. It praises the author and its 

purpose is to get people to buy the novel.  It is often taken from something that a 

critic has written in a newspaper.   

1. “In his latest novel, McCall Smith deftly weaves tragedy and humour together to create a deliciously 

memorable and witty tale of human desires and foibles.”  (John Bateman; The Daily Mail) 

2. “Best one yet!” (Queen Elizabeth II) 

3. “As witty and charming as ever!” (Siya Kolisi) 

 

o Something about the author 

“ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH is the author of over forty books, including Heavenly Date and, most 

recently, Portuguese Irregular Verbs, both works of fiction.  His collection of African Stories, Children 

of Wax, received high critical acclaim and has been the subject of an award-winning film.” 

 

 



 

o INSTRUCTIONS:  

- A4 size (as if you have opened the novel and are taking a photo of the whole cover) 
- This is for a paperback novel, so there are no flaps. 
- The title must be your own i.e. you can’t use a name of a novel or business that 

already exists or examples that have been given here. 
- You may use pictures from the internet (but you must give credit i.e. say where 

you got them or who they belong to). 
- You may do it by hand or on the computer 
- It can be in Colour or it can be Black & White 

- Neatness is very important 

- The font must match the “business” e.g. look at the following fonts: 

 The No. 1 Ladies Nail Bar (the font is creative)  

 The No. 1 Ladies Law Firm (the font is very serious and business-like) 
 

e.g. (Note that this example does not contain all of the elements that your cover needs.) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



IRONY  
(More will be added in Grade 9) 

 

Intentional irony: When a speaker deliberately says the opposite of what is meant. 

e.g. Someone living in England looks out of the window in the morning and sees that 

it is pouring with rain.  She says, “How nice; another beautiful sunny day!” 
 

What does the person really mean? (Hint: think about what the weather is like in 

England.)_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Unintentional irony: When people do not realise that they are contradicting 

themselves. e.g. A friend says to you, “I really hate Lindi.  She’s so horrible; she’s 

always being nasty about other people behind their backs.  I can’t bear people like 

that!” 
 

In what way is this person contradicting him/herself? _________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. What sort of irony is it if a smoker complains because someone else’s perfume 

makes the room smell? 

_________________________________________________ 
 

2. Is it ironic if your best friend says, “I’m so happy to see you.”? ________________ 
 

3. Is it ironic if your worst enemy says, “I’m so happy to see you.”?  ______________ 
 

4. What do you call it if someone is really nasty in an ironic way? e.g. “Aren’t you 

    looking lovely?” when you have just fallen face-first in the mud. _______________ 

 

5. Explain the irony in the following examples: 

5.1 In a London department store: BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS...  

5.2 Notice in health food shop window: CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS...  

5.3 Message on a leaflet: IF YOU CANNOT READ, THIS LEAFLET WILL TELL 

YOU HOW TO GET LESSONS.  

5.4 On a repair shop door: WE CAN REPAIR ANYTHING. (PLEASE KNOCK  

 HARD ON THE DOOR - THE BELL DOESN'T WORK.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUNS 

(Examples taken from boredpanda.com) 

 

Often writers or speakers deliberately play with the double meanings of words in 

such a way that the result is funny, clever or entertaining.  This playing with words 

is known as punning and results from a word having two or more possible 

meanings.  Because they are often spoken the spelling is not important.  

 

e.g. What did the grape say when someone stood on it?  It made a little whine. 

(Wine is made from grapes. If we feel pain we may whine.) 

 

For each of the following write down the two possible meanings: 

  

1. “I have a split personality,” said Tom, being frank. 

Meaning 1  

Meaning 2  

 

2. I renamed my iPod The Titanic, so when I plug it in it say, “The Titanic is synching.” 

Meaning 1  

Meaning 2  

 

3. Last night I dreamed I was swimming in an ocean of cooldrink, but it was just a Fanta 

sea. 

Meaning 1  

Meaning 2  

 

4. I can’t believe I got fired from the calendar factory.  All I did was take a day off! 

Meaning 1  

Meaning 2  

 

5. I went to buy some camouflage trousers yesterday, but I couldn’t find any. 

Meaning 1  

Meaning 2  

 

Here are some puns just to enjoy: 

o A police officer just knocked on my door and told me my dogs are chasing people on 

their bikes.  That’s ridiculous; my dogs don’t even own bikes. 

o How do you throw a space party? You planet. 

o What are the strongest days of the week? Saturday and Sunday because the rest are 

week days. 

o Why are frogs so happy? They eat whatever bugs them. 

o What did one flag say to the other?  Nothing, it just waved. 

 



 

AMBIGUITY 
 

DEFINITION 

Ambiguity involves the use of language in such a way that more than one meaning is possible.  

Thus, when we read or hear an ambiguous statement, we are unsure which of the two (or more) 

meanings the speaker or writer wishes us to understand. This often leads to humour if the 

listeners interpret the sentence incorrectly. 

 

SOME GRAMMATICAL REASONS FOR AMBIGUITY (There are more.) 

1. WRONG WORD ORDER e.g. “The girl climbed the tree after the cat in the pink and orange mini.” 

Problem 1: Is the mini a skirt or a car? 

Problem 2: Is the girl or the cat wearing or driving the mini? 

Correction: The girl in the pink and orange mini skirt climbed the tree after the cat. 

 

2. INCORRECT ELLIPSIS  

o Ellipsis here means leaving out words that are not necessary. 

o e.g. We would write, “On holiday I will be swimming, playing tennis and painting.” instead 

of:  “On holiday I will be swimming and I will be playing tennis and I will be painting.”   

o Note that the obvious parts are left out/omitted.  

o Incorrect ellipsis is when we leave out too many words and so create ambiguity. 

     e.g. “He loves music more than her.” 

Meaning 1: He loves music more than he loves her. 

Meaning 2: He loves music more than she loves music. 

Correction: Either of the above depending on the meaning you think is correct. 

 

3. UNRELATED/MISRELATED PARTICIPLES 

o You will learn more about participles next year, but for now all you need to know is that 

they are parts of finite verbs.   

o In the following example the bold part is the finite verb and the underlined part is the 

participle. “I am eating popcorn.”    

o An unrelated participle is when we do not know what or who the participles relate to. A 

misrelated participle is when it is relating to the wrong noun. 

o e.g. 1: MISRELATED PARTICIPLE: “Singing to herself the lion surprised her.” 

 Problem: The sentence actually is saying that the lion is singing because the subject is  

                              missing. 

Correction: “While the girl was singing the lion jumped out and surprised her.”   
 

o e.g. 2: UNRELATED PARTICIPLE: “Wandering down the road the rain poured down.” 

Problem: We do not know who was wandering down the road so the participle is not  

                 relating to anything or anyone. 

Correction: “As the crowd of dung beetles was rolling down the road the rain poured  

                   down.” 



4. UNCERTAIN REFERENCE OF PRONOUNS e.g. “When he knocked on the door the landlady came  

    downstairs in a night-dress and opened it for him!” 

      Problem: To whom is the pronoun it referring – the door or the night-dress? 

  Correction: “When he knocked on the door the landlady came downstairs in a night- 

                                       dress and opened the door for him!” 

 

5. PUNS 

    A word or words in a sentence have more than one meaning. 

   e.g. “From next week smokers will have to cough up an extra R2 a pack.” 

  Meaning 1: Smokers cough a lot because the smoking affects their lungs. 

  Meaning 2: To cough up also means to pay more. 
 

EXERCISE 

Explain the ambiguity in each of the following examples.  In each case write down what two ways 

the question can be understood and then rewrite the sentence so that the ambiguity is removed. 

For the first five you also have to give the grammatical reason for the ambiguity. 
  
1. In an office: WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING 

IT BACK OR FURTHER STEPS WILL BE TAKEN.  

Grammatical 
reason 

 

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

2.     HE RAN DOWN THE STAIRS TO PUT OUT THE FIRE IN HIS PYJAMAS 

Grammatical 
reason 

 

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

3.   I TOOK A PICTURE OF TABLE MOUNTAIN FLYING INTO CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

Grammatical 
reason 

 

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 



4.      SHE LIKES PEAS MORE THAN HER PARROT. 

Grammatical 
reason 

 

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

5.     I WAS WONDERING WHY THE BALL WAS GETTING BIGGER. THEN IT HIT ME. 

Grammatical 
reason 

 

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

6.  In a Laundromat: AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINE: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES 

WHEN THE LIGHT GOES OUT. 

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

7. In an office: AFTER TEA BREAK, STAFF SHOULD EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND UPSIDE 

DOWN ON THE DRAINING BOARD.  

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

8. Outside a second-hand shop: WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING – BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES, 

ETC. WHY NOT BRING YOUR DAD ALONG AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN?  

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

 



9. Spotted in a safari park: ELEPHANTS, PLEASE STAY IN YOUR CAR.  

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

10. Seen during a conference: FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CHILDREN AND DOESN'T KNOW IT, 

THERE IS A DAY CARE ON THE 1ST FLOOR.  

Meaning 1 
 

 

Meaning 2 
 

 

Correction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOMONYMS, HOMOPHONES & HOMOGRAPHS 

 Look at the shaded columns to help you work out the difference 
between these three terms. 

 Note: Definitions of these do differ slightly depending on where you 
look. 

 Then fill in the meanings of the examples in Column 4. 
 

 SOUND SPELLING FILL IN THE MEANINGS OF THE 

FOLLOWING: 

HOMONYMS 

 

e.g. rear = 

1: to raise a child 

2: the back end 

 

Same Same Fly =  

Meaning 1:  

Meaning 2: 

Meaning 3: 

 

Cricket = 

Meaning 1: 

Meaning 2: 

HOMOPHONES 

 

e.g. allowed & aloud =  

1: having permission 

2: said out loud 

Same Different Source =  

Sauce =  

 

Principle =  

Principal =  

 

Knead =  

Need =  

HOMOGRAPHS 

 

e.g. wind = 

1: moving air 

2: to turn (e.g. a watch) 

Different Same Lead = 

Meaning 1:  

Meaning 2: 

 

Close = 

Meaning 1:  

Meaning 2: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUNS MEMO 
1. “I have a split personality,” said Tom, being frank. 

Meaning 1 Tom is being straight –forward in what he is saying, which is what frank 
means. 

Meaning 2 Frank is Tom’s other personality i.e. he is sometimes Tom and 
sometimes Frank. 

 

2. I renamed my iPod The Titanic, so when I plug it in it says, “The Titanic is synching.” 

Meaning 1 Sinking = going under the water 

Meaning 2 Synching = aligning with something else 

 

3. Last night I dreamed I was swimming in an ocean of cooldrink, but it was just a Fanta sea. 

Meaning 1 Fantasy = something not real 

Meaning 2 Fanta is an orange cooldrink 

 

4. I can’t believe I got fired from the calendar factory.  All I did was take a day off! 

Meaning 1 Take a day off = take a holiday from work 

Meaning 2 Taking a day off the calendar year is a problem because then the 
calendar has the incorrect number of days.  

 

5. I went to buy some camouflage trousers yesterday, but I couldn’t find any. 

Meaning 1 Camouflage is to make someone/something invisible so the trousers 
were invisible. 

Meaning 2 It could mean that there weren’t any for sale. 

 

AMBIGUITY MEMO (You might have slightly different answers – that’s fine.) 

1. In an office: WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING 

IT BACK OR FURTHER STEPS WILL BE TAKEN.  

Grammatical reason PUN (STEPS) 

Meaning 1 Steps = ladder steps 

Meaning 2 Steps = punishment steps 

Correction 
 

Would the person who took the step ladder yesterday please bring 
it back or punishment will begin. 

2.      HE RAN DOWN THE STAIRS TO PUT OUT THE FIRE IN HIS PYJAMAS 

Grammatical reason WORD ORDER 

Meaning 1 His pyjamas were on fire. 

Meaning 2 The house was on fire. 

Correction He ran down the stairs in his pyjamas to put out the fire. 

3.    I TOOK A PICTURE OF TABLE MOUNTAIN FLYING INTO CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

Grammatical reason MISRELATED PARTICIPLE 

Meaning 1 He was flying. (OR He was in the aeroplane.) 

Meaning 2 The mountain was flying. 

Correction As I was flying into Cape Town international airport I took a picture of Table 
Mountain.  (Of course another ambiguity is who was flying the plane?)  



4.      SHE LIKES PEAS MORE THAN HER PARROT. 

Grammatical reason INCORRECT ELLIPSIS 

Meaning 1 She likes peas more than she likes her parrot. 

Meaning 2 She likes peas more than her parrot likes peas. 

Correction She likes peas more than her parrot likes peas. 

5.      I WAS WONDERING WHY THE BALL WAS GETTING BIGGER. THEN IT HIT ME. 

Grammatical reason PUN 

Meaning 1 The ball hit the speaker. 

Meaning 2 The explanation came to the speaker. 

Correction I was wondering why the ball was getting bigger. Then I worked it out. 

6.  In a Laundromat: AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINE: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES 

WHEN THE LIGHT GOES OUT. 

Meaning 1 Remove your clothes from the machine. 

Meaning 2  Take off your clothes. 

Correction Automatic washing machine: please remove all your clothes from 
the machine when the light goes out. 

7. In an office: AFTER TEA BREAK, STAFF SHOULD EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND UPSIDE 

DOWN ON THE DRAINING BOARD.  

Meaning 1 The tea pot should be put on the draining board. 

Meaning 2 The people should be on the draining board. 

Correction After tea break, staff should empty the teapot and stand it upside 
down on the draining board.  

8. Outside a second-hand shop: WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING – BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES, 

ETC. WHY NOT BRING YOUR DAD ALONG AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN?  

Meaning 1 You can exchange your possessions. 

Meaning 2 You can exchange your dad. 

Correction We exchange anything – bicycles, washing machines, etc. why not 
bring your dad along so that he can get a wonderful bargain? 

9. Spotted in a safari park: ELEPHANTS, PLEASE STAY IN YOUR CAR.  

Meaning 1 People must stay in their cars. 

Meaning 2 Elephants must stay in their cars. 

Correction Watch out for elephants. Visitors must please stay in their cars. 

10. Seen during a conference: FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CHILDREN AND DOESN'T KNOW IT, 

THERE IS A DAY CARE ON THE 1ST FLOOR.  

Meaning 1 People don’t know that there is a Day Care. 

Meaning 2 People don’t know that they have children. 

Correction For anyone who has children, you might not know that there is a Day 
Care on the 1st floor. 

 

 



HOMONYMS, HOMOPHONES & HOMOGRAPHS MEMO 

 SOUND SPELLING EXAMPLES 

HOMONYMS 

 

e.g. rear = 

1: to raise a child 

2: the back end 

 

Same Same Fly =  

Meaning 1: insect 

Meaning 2: zip 

Meaning 3: in air 

(Meaning 4: to look good) 

 

Cricket = 

Meaning 1: insect 

Meaning 2: the game 

HOMOPHONES 

 

e.g. allowed & 

aloud =  

1: having 

permission 

2: said out loud 

Same Different  Source = origin 

Sauce = gravy/topping 

 

Principle = rule 

Principal = head of school 

 

Knead = dough/cat kneading something 

Need = necessity/requirement 

HOMOGRAPHS 

 

e.g. wind = 

1: moving air 

2: to turn (e.g. a 

watch) 

Different  Same Lead = 

Meaning 1: a type of metal 

Meaning 2: to show someone where to go 

 

Close = 

Meaning 1: shut 

Meaning 2: nearby 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Newspapers Activity 1:  Read the following article that was sourced from The 

Herald and answer the questions that follow 

 

1.1. What is the article’s headline?       (1) 

1.2. Name and explain the literary device used in the headline.   (3) 

2. With reference to the caption, what detail does it offer us?   (1) 

3. Who has written the article and direct us on where to find this information. (2) 

4. Imagine that you are a loyal and concerned Makhanda resident who has just read the 

attached article. You have a good online festival experience that you want to share so you 

write a comment to be published in the festival’s online feedback page. Your response must 

be 70-90 words in length.                                 (10) 

5. Read through the following headlines and state whether they are fact or opinion.  (3) 

(a) Big fuel increases to hit as oil recovers. 

(b)Taxi to operate fully loaded, industry vows.   

(c) KFC makes the best chicken. 

20 Marks 

 

 

 



Grade 8 – Newspapers Activity 2: cartoons and comics 

Below are three cartoon strips from Madam and Eve, they each reflect the 

reality of our current situation in a humorous light. Considering what you have 

learned about cartoons and comics in your notes, do the activity that follows.  

 

Quick revision on cartoons 

1. What is the difference between a cartoon and a comic?   (2) 

2. Is Madam and Eve an example of a comic or a cartoon?   (1) 

3. What is the title given to people that draw comics and cartoons?  (1) 

4. Do the above cartoons make use of speech and thought bubbles?  (1) 



Creative Task – Create your own comic (10) 

In the empty frames below, make your own comic that reflects what your 

lockdown has been like. You need to include speech or thought bubbles, as 

well as some of your own illustrations.  

Have fun and let your imagination run. 

 

 


