
Grade 8 Work pack - Weeks 11, 12 and 13 

Thursday June 4th 2020 

Comprehension 

Jason's big Test 

English creative writing short story  

One Monday, after school, Jason Zyman, age 12, was walking around the 

house wondering what to do. Finally he decided to ask his sister to play a 

game of chess with him.  

"Joanne, will you play chess with me? I'm very bored and I've got nothing to 

do!" Jason told his sister.  

"I can't," replied Joanne, "I have to study for my Maths test on Friday. You 

should study for your history test this Friday."  

"Oh come on!" said Jason, "Friday  is four days away and I don't feel like 

studying. Come play with me.” 

"No, I will not!" said Joanne and she closed the door in her brother’s face.  

Jason, not knowing what to do, went  into his big bedroom at the end of the 

upstairs hallway, lay down on the bed and started flipping through channels 

on TV. 

The next day, after school, Jason told his parents he had no homework and 

no studying to do. Jason's parents couldn't figure out why he was so irritable 

and had such a bad attitude. By the time Thursday morning came it was 

even worse.  

Later, Thursday afternoon, Jason and his sister, Joanne, started walking home 

from school. On their way they saw a stage in the town park. There was a 

whole bunch of people standing around it.  

The person on the stage yelled out excitedly, "We'll give out one hundred 

bucks to anyone here who can answer these three fun trivia questions! How 

about that guy in the blue shirt!"  

"Jason, that's you?!" Joanne said excitedly.  

Jason pushed through the crowd up to the stage.  



"So what's your name, cool guy?" said the person on the stage.  

"Jason Zyman," replied Jason excitedly.  

The first two questions Jason knew the answer but on the third question he 

stopped. The very same question was going to be in his history class the next 

day! Because he hadn't studied in advance, he said the wrong answer and 

was embarrassed in front of many people. Jason felt like crying.  

"I wish I studied when you told me too," Jason said to his sister. "If I had, I would 

have  one hundred dollars!" 

 

Questions 

1. Why would Joanne not play chess with Jason?    (1) 

2. What does it tell you about Jason and his sister that they play chess?(1) 

3. What differences are there between the two children’s attitude to their 

work?           (2) 

4. What was the prize offered to the person who answered the questions 

correctly?          (1) 

5. What do you understand by “trivia” questions?    (1) 

6. How does Jason feel when he does not know the answer?  Give a 

reason for your answer.         (2) 

7. The writer has a moral that is pointed at the end of the story. What is 

the moral Jason learns?        (1) 

8. Why is the story called “Jason’s Big Test”?     (1)

          [10] 

 

Friday June 5th 2020 

No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency 

Imagine that you are Mma Ramotswe. Write her diary entry for after Mr JLB 

Matekoni has just gone home.  

It should be 100-120 words long. You will be handing it in.  

You can type it, or handwrite it and take a photo, and email it to me by 

Monday 8/6. 

 

 

 



Monday June 8th 2020 

Shape poems 

This section is not examinable so just enjoy reading the poems. Below are 

some things I want you to think about as you read them.  

1. ME (or Soccer in the Street)  

• The poem is meant to follow the ball as it moves in the game.  

• Think about which parts are in the child’s imagination and which are 

real.  

 

2. Finishing Post  

• A finishing post is usually at the end of a race.  

• Look at the shape of the poem. What object does it look like?  

• How does that link to an ending?  

 

3. Heart and Mirror  

• “Mirror”: Why is the name of the poet in the middle of the poem?  

• The poem can be read in several different ways depending on where 

you start to read it. See how many starting points you can find. 

• “Heart”: if you look at a heart upside down it looks a bit like a flame. 

Other than visual similarities what else do hearts and flames have in 

common?  

 

4. Revolver  

• The idea is that we are looking down the barrel of a gun.  

• We see the bullet revolving.  

 

5. Apfel  

• What language is apfel?  

• Look carefully at poem. What is hiding in it?  

6. Frogspawn  

• Read this one aloud so that you can hear how the words change.  

• Notice how the picture changes as it becomes closer to the birth and 

the tadpoles can burst out of the eggs.  

7. Gold  

• Gold is a metal but it is also something valuable.  

• What else valuable is mentioned in the poem? 

Tuesday 9th June 2020 

Use the spelling and vocab words (26-50) and use each word in a sentence – 

just like we did when we had our class spelling test last term.  



Do this in your language book and try and be as creative as possible. 

 

Wednesday 10th June 2020 

Creative Writing Task  

Make an invitation, birthday card, poster or a bookmark. Make sure you use 

colour and your creativity. These can be for any event or friend/ family 

member.  

This needs to be handed in, take a photo and email/WhatsApp me a photo of 

your creative task 

Thursday 11th June 2020 

Past Continuous Tense  

• The past continuous tense expresses action at a particular moment in 

the past.  

• The action started before that moment but has not finished at that 

moment e.g. “I was working last night when I heard a strange noise 

outside.”  

• Often the past continuous tense expresses a long action and the 

simple past tense expresses a short action  

o e.g. I am eating jelly. (past continuous). I eat jelly. (past simple)  

• We often use the past continuous tense to "set the scene" in stories. We 

use it to describe the background situation at the moment when the 

action begins. Often, the story starts with the past continuous tense and 

then moves into the simple past tense.  

o e.g. "James Bond was driving through town. It was raining. The 

wind was blowing hard. Nobody was walking in the streets. 

Suddenly, Bond saw the killer in a telephone box..." (The last 

sentence is in the Simple Past Tense and the rest are in the Simple 

Continuous Tense.)  

Task 1: Fill in the blocks with was or were.  

1. You _______________ talking in your sleep!  

2. He _______________ eating with his fingers.  

3. They _______________ shouting “Hooray!”  

4. I _______________ wondering if I could borrow your book.  

5. What _______________ you doing yesterday?  

6. _______________ it raining last night?  

7. We _______________ having a great time. 

8. Siya and Jo _______________ talking all night.  

9. Who _______________ singing in the bathroom?  



10. Why _______________ she crying?  

 

Task 2: Negative form: fill in the blocks with wasn’t or weren’t.  

1. Sorry; I _______________ listening.  

2. They _______________ enjoying themselves much.  

3. I _______________ snoring; I was just breathing hard.  

4. Why _______________ she reading during the reading lesson?  

5. We checked and the pipes _______________ leaking.  

6. Liya and I _______________ running in the hall!  

7. I _______________ staring at you.  

8. She _______________ wearing your hat. It was mine.  

9. Of course I _______________ checking my Facebook account.  

10. No we _______________ laughing at them.  

Task 3: The past continuous indicates an on-going activity while the simple 

past indicates a finished action. Select the correct form of the verb in the 

following examples. 

1. I was reading / read a book when my mother was coming / came in.  

2. He was taking / took a shower when the lights went / were going out.  

3. The rain started / was starting to fall while we walked / were walking in the 

park.  

4. We were eating / ate our dinner when someone knocked / was knocking 

on the door.  

5. They were walking / walked to school when suddenly they saw / were 

seeing an unusual light. 

Friday 12th June 2020 

Marking Day – mark the activities you have done the past two weeks, the 

rubric will be sent on this day  

Monday 15th June 2020 

Answer the Language and Literature exam from June 2018 (see below). You 

have three days for this. Do it as if it were a real exam. 

Grade 8   Victoria Girls’ High School   June 2018 

Time: 2 Hours English Language and Literature Exam  Marks: 75 

___________________________________________________________ 

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION: 

1. Write your name, class and teacher’s name on the front page. 

2. Leave 5 lines open at the top of the first page. 

3. Use a ruler to create 2cm marking margins on the right hand side of each 

answer sheet. 

4. Write on both sides of each page. 



5. Leave a line open after each answer. 

6. Answer all the questions. 

7. Start the Literature Section on a new page. 

8. Staple the Language and Literature sections together. 

9. Rule off after each section. 

10. Write neatly and legibly. 

11. Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system 

used in this question paper. 

12. Pay attention to spelling, sentence construction and language. 

____________________________________________________________________________

_ 

SECTION A: LANGUAGE 

QUESTION 1: COMPREHENSION 

Read the following extract from Legends of the Tide by Neelan Govender 

and Viroshen Chetty and answer the questions that follow. (The numbers on 

the right are the line numbers) 

Kandaree the Karanteen King 

 

In his book, “A Fisherman’s Tales” Joe Mara recounts the story of the 

legendary Indian angler named Kandaree (meaning ragged or poor). 

Joe Mara recalls: 

 

“Although he was invariably in an unkempt state, he was nevertheless 

a shrewd fisherman (who was) a familiar figure around the slipway 

during the whaling season. Whilst other anglers fished from the top of 

the jetty, Kandaree would sneak underneath. Sitting astride the iron 

girders, he would emerge sometime later with a sack load of black tail 

and karanteen. The tackle he used was also in keeping with his general 

appearance. His bamboo rod was as crooked as a dog’s hind leg. 

Bare wire rings were all that remained where once there were 

porcelain eyes. The small battered wooden reel had one handle 

missing. In the place of the other handle was a nail driven into the reel 

which served this purpose. But in spite of his poor tackle and short-

comings, Kandaree still held pride-of-place as the undisputed 

‘karanteen king’. 

 

“The one and only occasion that I saw him fishing for shad at the 

whaling station, was around 1948. One afternoon a lot of whale blood 

had been released into the water, and as usual, this attracted a big 

shoal of hungry shad. It was soon noticed that one Indian angler in 

particular was having exceptional luck with these fish. Whereas the 

other anglers were baiting up with a sizeable strip of whale meat to 

obtain a good cast, Kandaree was using a thin strip of whale meat, the 

thickness of a matchstick, cunningly wound around the hook. On 

examining it one could see very little of the hook exposed, and when 
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this was cast into the water to mix with other similar pieces of meat, it 

looked so natural that it was immediately seized by the fish. 

 

“Kandaree reeled off some line, which amounted to roughly twice the 

length of his rod, and when he whipped it out, it barely cleared the first 

breaker. There was hardly any waiting for a bite. His line tightened 

almost immediately. Holding the reel with one hand and grasping the 

rod high with the other, he pulled hard. The fish was given no line at all. 

Kandaree merely walked up and down the beach, sometimes in knee-

deep water, until the fish was finally subdued and pulled clear. Fish 

after fish came out in this manner and the other anglers could only 

stare in amazement at this unusual method of fishing.” 

 

Some years later the familiar sight of Kandaree was missing from the 

slipway. “He was found dead with a gaping wound on the back of his 

head, lying on a sand bank in the bay,” Joe Mara recalled. “The 

mystery of his death was never solved.” 
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1.1 Name the figure of speech that is used in the title and judge its 

 effectiveness. (3) 

 

1.2 Explain why the story of Kandaree would be written in a story called 

“Legends of the Tide.”(2) 

 

1.3 What is the relationship between Joe Mara and Kandaree?(1) 

 

1.4 What was different between Kandaree and the other anglers?(1) 

 

1.5 Why was Kandaree the ‘undisputed karanteen king?’(1) 

 

1.6 Blacktail and karanteen are types of what?(1) 

 

1.7 Identify the figure of speech used in lines 10-11 and comment on its 

effectiveness. (2) 

 

1.8 What happens at a whaling station?(1) 

 

1.9 Why was Kandaree’s method of fishing for shad cunning? Use your own 

words. (1)            

           [13] 

 

QUESTION 2: PUNCTUATION 

This passage has not been punctuated. Divide it into five complete sentences 

and then write them down, punctuating them correctly. No mark if there is 

any mistake whatsoever. Write them as 2.1 to 2.5.     (5) 



 

he trudged wearily along the road his feet hurt and his head throbbed 

there was not a soul for miles and he wondered what to do next then he 

saw someone waving at the top of the hill it was a tall man in a large hat  

            

2.6 Use punctuation to change the following sentence so that it reads as an 

exclamation. 

 What a fabulous day        (1) 

 

2.7 Use a conjunction to join the following two sentences so that it makes 

sense. Rewrite the sentence.         

 She was sad. She ate cake to improve her mood.    (1) 

 

2.8 Identify the punctuation mark in the following:  

 Oh wait — I forgot to tell you something     (1)

            [8] 

QUESTION 3: ANTONYMS AND SYNONYMS 

Provide an antonym for the following word: 

3.1. advanced       

 

Provide a synonym for the following word: 

3.2. peculiar           [2] 

 

QUESTION 4: IDIOMS AND CLICHÉS 

Fill in the following idiom AND provide the meaning. 

4.1 Every _________ has a _____________ lining.     (3) 

 

4.2 __________ breeds contempt.       (2)

            [5] 

 

QUESTION 5: FIGURES OF SPEECH 

5.1  Tongue twisters (e.g. Peter Piper picked a piece of pickled pepper) 

usually involve…          

 (1) 

 A. irony 

 B. metaphors 

 C. alliteration 

 D. onomatopoeia 

 E. personification 

 

5.2  Which line does not include a simile?      (1) 

 A. He looked like he had fallen. 

 B. Like a gazelle, she ran away. 

 C. The ship went down like lead. 



 D. Bo ran like a frenzied windmill. 

 E. Her hand was as soft as velvet. 

 

5.3  Which one of the following is a metaphor?     (1) 

 A. tall as the truth 

 B. light winced on their knives 

 C. dead fish are polished marble 

 D. It's absolute zero out there. 

 

5.4  Which word does not suggest the actual sound it describes?  

 (1) 

 A. yell 

 B. hum 

 C. gurgle 

 D. rustle 

 E. cackle          [4] 

 

QUESTION 6: DIFFERENT TYPES OF SENTENCES 

State whether the following sentence is a Statement, Command or Question. 

6.1 You need to chase the chickens into their coop.    (1) 

6.2 The exam starts at 8am sharp.       (1)

            [2] 

QUESTION 7: PARTS OF SPEECH 

Give the name of the part of speech of the underlined words   (4) 

           7.1          7.2                         7.3                7.4 

The parrot sat preening her plumage on Long John’s shoulders 

Rewrite the sentence, so that it still makes sense, by removing all of the 

common nouns.          (2)

            [6] 

TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 40 MARKS 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

SECTION B: LITERATURE 

QUESTION 8: POETRY 

Study the two poems below and answer the questions that follow. 

The Eagle 

By Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

 

1 1     

1  

1  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/alfred-tennyson


 He clasps the crag with crooked hands;  

 Close to the sun in lonely lands,  

 Ring'd with the azure world, he stands.  

 

 The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;  

 He watches from his mountain walls,  

 And like a thunderbolt he falls.  
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8.1 How many stanzas are in the poem?     (1) 

 

8.2 In line 1 of the poem, the eagle is described as having hands.  What 

figure of speech is this?        (1) 

 

8.3 Give a synonym for the word ‘azure’.     (1) 

 

8.4 In what way can the eagle be ‘Close to the sun’?   (1)                                           

 

8.5 In line 5 the speaker of poem describes the sea as ‘wrinkled’. Identify    

and explain the figure of speech.      (2) 

 

8.6 What does the speaker mean by the sea ‘crawls’ (line 5)?  (1) 

 

8.7 Identify and explain the figure of speech used in the last line of the 

poem.           (2) 

 

8.8 What tone is used in the poem as a whole?    (1) 

         SUBTOTAL: [10] 

 

A Loaf of Poetry by Naoshi Koriyama 

 

you mix 

the dough 

of experience 

with 

the yeast 

of inspiration 

and knead it well 

with love 

and pound it 

with all your might 

and then 

leave it 

until 

it puffs out big 
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with its own inner force 

and then 

knead it again 

and 

shape it 

into a round form 

and bake it 

in the oven 

 of your heart 
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8.9  What two ideas are being compared in the title ‘A loaf of poetry’?  (2) 

 

8.10 Identify TWO metaphors from the poem and explain what is being compared  

         in each.          (4) 

 

8.11 Comment on the structure of the poem, this includes the way the poem 

has been written, the diction (word choice), punctuation, length etc. (2) 

 

8.12 How does the structure of the poem contribute to the meaning of the 

poem,  i.e is the structure that has been used effective in conveying the 

message of the poem?         (2)

          SUBTOTAL: 10

          TOTAL: 20 

 

QUESTION 9: FILM STUDY 

You can’t do this section because we haven’t done it yet. 

 

QUESTION 10: DETECTIVE FICTION AND GRAPHIC NOVEL 

Answer True or false. If false, give the correct answer. 

 

10.1 The comic strip is the grandfather of the graphic novel. 

10.2 The space separating panels is called the caption. 

10.3 Sherlock Holmes was written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

10.4 Sit Com is short for situation comedy. 

 

QUESTION 11: THE NO.1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY 



Mma Ramotswe picked up the nurse’s uniform from her friend Sister Gogwe. It was a bit 

tight, especially around the arms, as Sister Gogwe, although generously proportioned, was 

slightly more slender than Mma Ramotswe. But once she was in it, and had pinned the 

nurse’s watch to her front, she was a perfect picture of a staff sister at the Princess Marina 

Hospital. It was a good disguise, she thought, and she made a mental note to use it at some 

time in the future.  

 

As she drove to Happy Bapetsi’s house in her tiny white van, she reflected on how the 

African tradition of support for relatives could cripple people. She knew of one man, a 

sergeant of police, who was supporting an uncle, two aunts, and a second cousin. If you 

believed in the old Setswana morality, you couldn’t turn a relative away, and there was a 

lot to be said for that. But it did mean that charlatans and parasites had a very much easier 

time of it that they did elsewhere. They were the people who ruined the system, she 

thought. They’re the ones who are giving the old ways a bad name.                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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11.1 Why has Mma Ramostwe chosen the disguise of a nurse?   (2) 

 

11.2 Give a synonym for “charlatan” (line 15)     (1) 

 A. thief 

 B. pretender 

 C. bug 

 D. insect 

 

11.3 What is Happy Bapetsi’s problem?      (2) 

 

11.4 Who is the imposter in this story?       (1) 

 

11.5 What does the imposter want?       (1) 

 

11.6 In your own words explain the old Setswana morality.   (1) 

 

11.7 How did Mma Ramotswe prove that the imposter was not telling the truth?(2)

            [10]  

TOTAL SECTION B: 35 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 16th June 2020 

Today is a Public Holiday – Happy Youth Day! 



Wednesday 17th June 2020 

Work on the Language and Literature Paper  

Thursday 18th June 2020 

Work on the Language and Literature Paper  

Friday 19th June 2020 

Marking Day – mark the language and literature paper, the rubric will be sent 

on this day  


