
GRADE 9 ENGLISH WORK PACK WEEK 12 (15-19 June) 
 

 

DATE WORK 

Monday 15/6 Language: Do the worksheet on “Manipulative Language” which is 
printed below. 

Tuesday 16/6 Children of the Dust: mark the three sets of contextual questions you 
did last week (see below for answers) 

Wednesday 17/6 Children of the Dust: answer the contextual questions below. Don’t 
look at the answers until you have answered the questions. 

Thursday 18/6 Poetry: 
- Read “This is just a quick note” which was written by a past VG 

pupil in response to “This is just to say”.  (It is in your poetry 
book.) 

- Mark “The Beach” from the picture below. 

Friday 19/6 Reading: 
Read your own book. 

 

Work hard this week and then you can have a break next week!  

 

 

MANIPULATIVE LANGUAGE 
 

Manipulation implies persuasion with the intent to fool, control or contrive 

the person on the other side of the conversation into doing something, 

believing something, or buying into something that leaves them either 

harmed or without benefit. 
 

We see a great deal of manipulative language used in advertising.  Claims such as 

“The world’s best coffee” or “King of Shoes” are examples of puffery in the 

manipulation by advertising. The puffery seems to influence the people who are not 

major consumers of the product, but turns away the consumers who are experts or 

have relatively high knowledge. 
 

Look at the following examples and tick in the right-hand column those that use 

manipulative language. 
 

1 Winners wear Hi-tec  

2 Your determination to excel has made you a winner    

3 Lose weight without diet or exercise  

4 Lose weight no matter how much you eat of your favourite foods  

5 Lose weight permanently; never diet again  

6 Free of MSG  

7 Ozone-safe  

8 Recyclable  

9 30% more cleaning power  

10 Longer lasting  

 



Hopefully you ticked them all because they all manipulate us in some way.  Below 

see what the problems with the above statements are: 

1 Anyone can wear Hi-tec; winners or losers 

2 The advertiser has no idea how determined the reader is. 

3 This isn’t physically possible. 

4 They have no idea how much each person would eat and what their favourite foods 
are. 

5 They have no control over the readers’ behaviour for the rest of their lives. 

6 It might be free of MSG but what has replaced it to make it taste good! 

7 Compared to what?  How safe? 

8 Is it the packaging or the product?  Many bad things are recyclable (which just means 
it can be reused).  It doesn’t mean great damage was not caused in its 
manufacturing. 

9 Than what? Another product? A piece of wood? 

10 Exactly the same answer as No. 9. 
 

So the message is: be a critical shopper and consumer.  Don’t fall for what 

the advertisements say or show you (as can be seen in the following images). 

   



Children of the Dust MEMOS 

± FIRST TEN PAGES OF PART 3 

 QUESTION ANSWER MARKS 

1 What is the name of the man we 
meet in the beginning of part three? 

Simon 1 

2 Why has he ventured away from the 
bunker (what is the expedition he is 
on all about?) 

To beg for food from the outsiders 1 

3 Who are the two men accompanying 
him? 

Harris  
and Sowerby  

2 

4 What is being resurrected all around 
the country that dates back to “Celtic 
Times”? 

Standing Stones 1 

5 What is the name of the girl he tries 
to save in the ruin? 

Laura 1 

6 What does he notice about the 
clothes she is wearing, her bag and 
her tools? 

They’ve been made by highly skilled 
craftsmen 

1 

7 What are her feelings regarding his 
trying to save her?  

She does not agree with the violence with 
which he tried to save her (towards the dog) 
 
She felt that she hadn’t needed to be saved 
(as she could have overpowered the dog 
with her mind)  

2 

8 What is she doing in the ruin? Taking old jewellery from the dead  
To give to the artisans in Timperly  

2 

9 What is a Geiger counter? A detection device (helps you find metals) 1 

10 What is special about Laura’s “Geiger 
Counter”? 

It is mind driven  
It can find whatever she needs it to find (not 
just metals)  

2 

11 What happens to Simon that makes 
him vulnerable? 

He injures his leg on a nail 1 

TOTAL: 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



± SECOND TEN PAGES OF PART 3 

 QUESTION ANSWER MARKS 

1 What were the standing stones used 
for? 

Navigation 
 

1 

2 Why could Laura walk “freely”, without 
need for protective clothing? 

Her white fur protected her skin from the 
sun  
Her “pin-prick” (small) pupils protected 
her eyes from the sun  

2 

3 What was the main short-coming of 
the people in the bunker, according to 
Simon’s mother? 

That they were all “academically minded” 
but had no practical skills 
 

1 

4 What was wrong with their ways of 
thinking? 

They were stuck on trying to re-create the 
past, rather than adapting 

1 

5 What is ironic about the way that 
Simon and Laura see each other? 

Simon thinks his kind is superior to 
Laura’s  
And Laura thinks her kind is superior to 
Simon’s  

2 

6 Why does Simon “hate” Laura when 
she tells him that her people build 
cathedrals? 

He wants to believe that Laura’s people 
are primitive/backward and only able to 
build the simples of shelters  
The fact that they are able to build 
cathedrals (which require sophisticated 
and complex architectural design) 
disproves his theory about them and 
makes his people look primitive because 
they are living in a crumbling bunker  

2 

7 How did Harris stop Simon from 
struggling, trying to get away from 
Lilith and swearing at everyone around 
him? 

By punching him/knocking him out 1 

8 Who is blind Kate? Catherine 1 

9 Who is Laura’s mother? Allison (Catherine’s daughter) 1 

10 Who is Simon’s mother? Ophelia 1 

11 How are Simon and Laura related and 
why can’t he accept this? 

(Second) Cousins   
Because he cannot accept the idea of 
being related to a mutant (which he has 
been taught to view as an inferior type of 
human)  

2 

12 In three points, summarise what 
happens to Simon in the communal 
dining hall. 

His different looks draw attention to him 
 
Children ask their mothers questions 
about his kind  
He feels humiliated by the questions and 
mothers’ responses  

3 

TOTAL: 18 

 

 

 

 



± THIRD TEN PAGES OF PART 3  

 QUESTION ANSWER MARKS 

1 How did the questions and comments 
in the dining hall make Simon feel? 

Like a freak (like he was not “normal”) 1 

2 Simon says it would be 
“understandable” if the mutants threw 
stones at him. Why did he think this? 

Because he thought mutants would hate 
him for making them what they were. (He 
didn’t realise that, unlike him, they were 
fine with who/what they were) 

1 

3 Laura says that “violence in 
incompatible with intelligence”. What 
does this mean? 

If you are intelligent  
You won’t be violent (and vice versa)  

2 

4 Simon reflects on the “aggression 
factor”. What role did it play in 
evolution? 

In the past, aggression ensured survival  
The strongest/most dominant/most 
violent would survive to procreate and 
pass on their genes  

2 

5 “Homo Sapien” literally means “wise 
man” in Latin. Why is this scientific 
name for the human species ironic? 

Because humans have not acted wisely at 
all  
They have destroyed the environment 
they depend on (and hurt one another)  

2 

6 How was blind Kate different to the 
mutants in the way she spoke to 
Simon? 

Whilst Laura (representing the mutants) 
did not intend to hurt Simon with her 
words  
Kate chose her words carefully to inflict 
pain onto Simon  

2 

7 How did the caftan that Laura made 
Simon change his experience of the 
natural world around him?  

He was no longer cut off from it (as he 
had been whilst wearing his protective 
suite and visor)  
He could experience it with all of his 
senses and feel a part of it.  

2 

TOTAL: 12 

 

 

PTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Children of the Dust: questions from Part 3 

Again, I’m sorry I can’t give you the page numbers because I do not have your 

version of the book. 

The extract starts with, “The caftan billowed in the hot summer wind as Simon 

crossed the dam, hung in graceful folds and swished around his ankles when 

he entered the wood.” 

 

The end of the extract (which is about 8 pages long) is, “ ‘They call this place 

the Devil’s Pulpit,’ Laura said, as she helped him dismount. ‘We’ll camp here till 

morning. I don’t want Timms to break his leg.’ 

And Simon was too weary to argue.” 

 

Note: Simon compares the building in the valley to “kibbutz housing”. A kibbutz is a 

collective community in Israel that was traditionally based on agriculture. People often 

lived in communal houses with shared ablutions, kitchens and dining halls. 
 

1. What made Simon look around whilst kneeling to drink?      (1) 

2. What “sanctuary” did he run towards?        (1) 

3. What was the state that the church was in? Give two points of evidence to  

    substantiate your answer.          (3) 

4. What helped him get to the church without the dogs catching him?  (2) 

5. Where did Simon think this “help” came from and what was his reason for  

    thinking this?                      (2) 

6. Where did it actually come from, and why did it happen to be where it was  

    when he needed help?           (2) 

7.  What was the name of the pilot and what was the name of the horse that 

     Laura rode to get to Simon?          (2) 

8. Where did Laura want to take Simon?        (1) 

9. Where did they spend the night?         (1) 

10. How did the glider pilot tell Laura where to find Simon?     (1) 

11. What do the mutants use to lift heavy objects, e.g. the plane and the  

      standing stones?  (Laura used the same to lift Simon onto the horse’s back) (2)  

                  TOTAL: 18 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 


