
GRADE 9 ENGLISH WORK PACK: WEEKS 13, 14, 15 & 16 (6-31 July) 

DATE WORK 

Monday 6/7 Language: Correcting errors 

Tuesday 7/7 Language: Parts of speech revision 
Wednesday 8/7 Oral: 

- Find a poem that we do not study and learn it off-by-heart.   
- You will be reciting it to the class. 
- You may not have it with you when you recite it. 
- It must be a minimum of 10 lines long.  

Thursday 9/7 Oral: Practice your poetry recitation  

Friday 10/7 Reading: Read your own book 
 

Monday 13/7 Language: Mark exercises from Monday and Tuesday last week 
                      … and do the following: 
Language: Abbreviation vs acronym vs initialism 

Tuesday 14/7 Poetry: Pteranadon (Livingstone) 
Wednesday 15/7 Poetry: Lizard (Lawrence) 

Thursday 16/7 Writing: Formal letter 
Friday 17/7 Reading: Read your own book 
 

Monday 20/7 Language: Comprehension (“A zoo in my luggage”) 

Tuesday 21/7 Language: Complete the comprehension 

Wednesday 22/7 Literature: Do the worksheet on “Short Story Theory” 
Thursday 23/7 Vocabulary Exercise: from your Spelling and Vocab list 

Friday 24/7 Reading: Read your own book 
 

Monday 27/7 Poetry: Snake 1 (Mudie) 
Tuesday 28/7 Poetry: Snake 2 (Jones) 

Wednesday 29/7 Reading: Read your own book 

Thursday 30/7 Mark the comprehension 
Friday 31/7 Catch up day 

 

We hope you find the tasks interesting.  Remember that you can send a 

message to your English teacher if you have a question about the work. 

Good luck! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CORRECTING ERRORS 
 

Ending a sentence on a preposition 

Error: Do you want to come with? [Problem: with what/whom?] 

Correction: Do you want to come with us? 

 

Split infinitive 

(This is no longer considered much of a problem but is still sometimes asked in exams.) 

Error: To boldly go where no man has gone before. [Problem: “To go” is the infinitive form of 

the verb.  It is a single part of speech so cannot be divided.] 

Correction: To go boldly where no man has gone before. {Note that this is not a full sentence.} 

 

Uncertain reference of pronoun 

Error: John was taking his dog for a walk when he bit a stranger. [Problem: who bit the 

stranger, John or the dog?] 

Correction: John was taking his dog for a walk when the dog bit a stranger. 

 

Dangling participle (revision) 

Error: Driving through the Kruger National Park, a lion ate a mouse while we watched. 

[Problem: who was driving, the lion or us?] 

Correction: As we were driving through the Kruger National Park, we saw a lion eat a mouse 

while we watched. 

 

Exercise: 

Identify the error in each of the following and correct it. 

  Name of error Correction 

1 She likes me better than you. 
 
 

  
 
 
 

2 Rottweilers are the only dogs that I am 
afraid of. 
 

  
 
 
 

3 It is necessary to severely deal with those 
girls who misbehaved at rugby. 
 

  
 
 
 

4 Writing my exam the rain pounded down 
on the roof. 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 



Parts of Speech Revision 

NOUNS: Exercise 1 – 3  

VERBS: Exercise 4 – 8  

PRONOUNS: Exercise 9 

ADJECTIVES: Exercise 10 

ADVERBS: Exercise 11 

PREPOSITIONS: Exercise 12    

 

NOUNS (words that name): 

Kinds of Nouns:  

- Common Nouns (boy; girl)  

- Proper Nouns (A name – has a capital letter – John; Mary; London)  

- Abstract (cannot be seen or touched)  

- Collective Nouns (word for a collection of items or people)  

- Compound Nouns (two or more words joined by hyphens – “I grow forget-me-nots” 

- Singular Possessive (woman‟s; child‟s) 

- Plural Possessive (boys‟; children‟s)  

EXERCISE 1: Identify the nouns in each sentence and say what type they are  

1. Every time I do my homework the teacher forgets to check my work.  

2. There is a moment in everyone‟s life when the world suddenly becomes 

brighter and more interesting.  

Some clues:  

You can identify a noun (and pronoun) if it is preceded by: 

- A 

- The 

- a preposition (to, by, with)  

- a possessive adjective (his, their, her)  

  

EXERCISE 2: Complete the sentences below by supplying suitable nouns from 

the list given. Only use each noun once.  

Lances argument secrecy  pattern mist  widow 

Idea  attention  instant  audience  sound  drudgery  

a. The horse fell but was up in an ______________________  

b. Our ______________ was attracted by a ripple on the sea.  

c. Queen Victoria wore black for ten years on becoming a _____________.  

d. They flash like hurled _______________ through the water. 

e. The poor woman led a life of __________________ and misery.  

f. We stressed upon him the need for __________________.  

g. Could you follow his ___________________?  

h. At the back of the hall the _____________________ found it difficult to hear.  

i. It is a _____________ often used by dressmakers.  

j. It was indeed a peculiar ___________________. 



EXERCISE 3: Test your vocabulary – fill the spaces with nouns beginning with 

the letters provided.  

a. He was standing on the e________________ of the cliff.  

b. The world is on the b_________________ of war.  

c. This house is at your d_______________________ while you are in Cape 

Town.  

d. At first g______________ the house does not look impressive.  

e. They were unable to keep their attackers at b______________ for long.  

f. The escaped convict was still at l__________________.  

g. I was confused and at a complete l_______________ for words.  

h. A visiting team is always at a d______________________. 

 

VERBS 

A word that expresses action or expresses a state of being 
 

Every sentence MUST have a finite verb  
 

Kinds of verbs:  

- Action verbs express mental or physical actions  

o He rode the horse to victory  

- „Verbs to be‟ make a statement by connecting the subject with a word that 

describes or explains it  

o He is South African  

REMEMBER:  

- Am; is; are; were; was; have been; will be. – ARE ALL FINITE VERBS 

WHEN THEY STAND ALONE 

- . 

THE FINITE VERB:  

- Must have: 

o A subject (I; you; he; she; they; we)  

o Number (singular or plural)  

o Tense (past, present, future)  

 

EXERCISE 4: Identify the finite verbs in the following sentences 

a. Although I love apples, they are bad for me because they hurt my teeth.  

b. Mark knew that if she was a good student, she would earn a chocolate.  

 

NON-FINITE VERBS:  

- The Infinitive (to walk; to jump; to eat) 

o Mary wanted to walk to town.  

- The Participle (walking; jumping; singing)  

o Singing is fun.  

Remember: never split and infinitive (Do not insert a word between to and the verb)  

 

 

 

 



EXERCISE 5: Correct all the split infinitives below. 

a. He wanted to boldly go where no man had been before.  

b. He wanted to rudely reply but did not.  

c. I want to never do that again. 

 

EXERCISE 6: Underline all the finite verbs and circle the non-finite verbs 

The animal I really dig,  
above all others is the pig.  
Pigs are noble. Pigs are clever, pigs are courteous.  
However, now and then, to break this rule,  
one meets a pig who is a fool.  
What for example, would you say  
if strolling through the woods one day,  
right there in front of you  
you saw a pig who had built his house of straw?  
The Wolf who saw it licked his lips, and said,  
„That pig has had his chips‟  
„Little pig, little pig let me come in!‟ 
 
AUXILIARY VERBS:  

- Help to form the main verb  

- They give tense to the verb  

- (may; might; should; could; will; shall; have; had; can; could have; should have 

 

EXERCISE 7: Supply suitable auxiliary verbs 

a. Do you think that he _______________go?  

b. I _______________ go if I were you.  

c. I _______________be twenty on Sunday.  

d. She told me that he _______________ going home.  

e. He _______________ finished when I arrived.  

f. If he _______________ had the time, he _______________ have done it.  

g. At one time I _______________ study for eight hours. 

 

EXERCISE 8: Write down all the underlined verbs and say what type of verb 

each one is.  

a) Running awkwardly, the fat man b) fell on his face. He c) had d) fallen before, but 

running e) was good for him. He f) needed g) to run often in order h) to lose weight.  

 

PRONOUNS 

- A word used in place of one or more nouns/ Replace nouns  

- It may stand for a person, place, thing, or idea  

 

EXERCISE 9: Identify the pronouns in the sentences below. 

a. Anyone who calls on me, may ask anything of me.  

b. This road is not yours! Everyone can ride here.  

c. Someone throw the ball to her!  

d. Who can give me a lift home?  



 

ADJECTIVES  

Qualifies or describes a noun or pronoun 

EXERCISE 10: Give the correct form of the adjectives in brackets  

a. That is a [good] way than this. _____________________________  

b. We have had [little] trouble this time than last time._________________ 

c. Who is the [old] of the two brothers? ________________________ 

 

ADVERBS 

Modifies or describes a verb, an adjective or another adverb 

TYPES  
- Manner (How? In what manner?) He spoke loudly. She walked fast.  
- Place (Where?) He went outside. She came here.  
- Time (When?) He will arrive tomorrow. Women wore mini-skirts then.  
- Frequency (How often?) He comes often. She always comes. They 

seldom come. We occasionally come. You seldom come.  
- Degree (To what degree or extent?) He is highly indignant. He is rather 

indignant. He is extremely indignant. He is so cross. He is almost pleased. 
He is very happy. She hardly/barely knew him. She knew him well. 

 

EXERCISE 11: Identify the adverbs in the following sentences and say which 

type they are.  

a. The men smoked lazily in the sun. ______________  

b. Their parents remained indoors all day. _____________  

c. He warmly wished him a complete recovery. ______________  

d. His presence in the team is sorely missed. _____________  

e. He spoke to her afterwards. ______________  

f. He spoke so quickly that I did not hear him. _____________  

g. He will be promoted soon. ____________________________  

h. He shivered hard in the cold water. ______________  

i. He swam there after school. ______________  

j. He ran away. ________________________________  

k. The telephone rang suddenly. _____________  

l. The ambulance arrived too late. __________________________  

m. He has been rather lazy this year. ____________  

n. Recently he was appointed to a top position in the company. ____________  

o. Joe continuously encourages his team. _____________  

 

PREPOSITIONS 

- govern a noun or pronoun. E.g. He sat on the chair.  
- Note! It is always followed by a noun or pronoun.  

o He went outside the house. outside is a preposition.  
o He went outside. outside is an adverb.  

NOTE The noun following the preposition is always in the accusative case (object 
form) e.g. Between you and me NOT: Between you and I.  



Here most of the prepositions:  
at, in, into,  
by, with, from,  
on, for, to, up,  
over, above,  
under, amid,  
before, through,  
out, beneath.  
Also against, between, during, across, alongside, past, outside, around etc.  
 

- Prepositions establish relationships in place.  
- The little group walked across the bridge.  
- The little group walked under the bridge.  
- The little group walked to the bridge.  
- The little group walked alongside the bridge.  
- The little group walked past the bridge.  
- The bird flew over the bridge.  
- We met at the bridge.  

 
EXERCISE 12: Fill in the missing prepositions 
 

a. absolve … blame.  
b. accessible … everyone  
c. bathed … light.  
d. boast … his deeds.  
e. capable … better things.  
f. dabble … politics.  
g. eager … a fight.  
h. familiar … someone.  
i. heedless … danger.  
j. opportunity … doing it.  
k. popular … his men.  
l. prejudiced … him.  
m. agree … a proposal.  
n. troubled … mind.  
o. confide … no-one.  

 
 

CONJUNCTIONS 

- They join words or sentences.  
- Common ones are: and, but, or, that, as, though, because, when, although 

etc. He said that he would play although he was ill.  
 

INTERJECTIONS 

- They are words or sounds expressing emotion. E.g. Ah! Oh! Bah! Hey!  

 
ARTICLES  

- Definite “the”  

- Indefinite „a‟, „an‟ a book – an apple 

 

 

 



CORRECTING ERRORS MEMO 

 

  Name of error Correction 

1 She likes me better than 
you. 
 
 

Uncertain reference of 
pronoun 

She likes me better than she likes you. 
OR 
She likes me better than you like me. 

2 Rottweilers are the only 
dogs that I am afraid of. 
 

Ending a sentence on a 
preposition 
 

Rottweilers are the only dogs of 
whom I am afraid. 
 

3 It is necessary to severely 
deal with those girls who 
misbehaved at rugby. 
 

Split infinitive 
 

It is necessary to deal severely with 
those girls who misbehaved at rugby. 
 

4 Writing my exam the rain 
pounded down on the roof. 
 

Dangling participle While I was writing my exam the rain 
pounded down on the roof. 
 

 

 

SOME LANGUAGE TERMS 
 

Tag = when a few words are added to make a statement into a question. 

 

Examples: 

1. The dog is wagging its tail isn’t it? 

2. She is going to the shops, isn’t she? 

3. It’s raining, right? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Abbreviation vs Acronym vs Initialism 
 

Abbreviation 

A shortened form of a word e.g. Dr for “Doctor”, e.g. for “for example”, i.e. for “that is”. 
 

Acronym 

When the abbreviation is formed using the first letters of the term/name it is 
shortening.  It forms a word that can be said e.g. WEP for “Wider Education Programme, 
SCUBA for “Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus”. 
 

Initialism  

An abbreviation consisting of initial letters pronounced separately e.g. SABC for “South 

African Broadcasting Corporation”, FBI for “Federal Bureau of Investigation”. 
 

AIDS = acronym HIV = initialism  

 

 

 

 



PTERANODON by Douglas Livingstone 

First some background on PTERANODONS.  This is what we believe they looked like 
but we only have bones so are not sure exactly what their skin was like. 

 

The name Pteranodon (Pronounced: tɪˈrænədɒn) comes from Greek (pteron = 
"wing" and anodon = "toothless"). It is a genus of pterosaur that included some 
of the largest known flying reptiles, with wingspans over 7 meters (23 feet). 
They lived in North America during the late Cretaceous geological period (145-
66 million years ago) 

 

More fossil specimens of Pteranodon have been found than any other 
pterosaur, with about 1,200 specimens known to science, many of them well 
preserved with nearly complete skulls and articulated skeletons.  

Pteranodon was a pterosaur, meaning that it is not a dinosaur. Nonetheless, 
Pteranodon is frequently featured in dinosaur media and are strongly 
associated with dinosaurs by the general public.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pterosaur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reptile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretaceous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinosaur


A picture of Ms McCrindle with a Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton, which is a 
dinosaur, not a pterosaur. They (the T-Rex; not Ms McCrindle!) lived around 
the same time as pteranodons.

 

Vocabulary to look at before reading the poem: 
ragged: untidy and probably wearing old clothes 
vacant: not thinking of anything 
squat: sitting on his haunches 
extinct: no longer in existence 
walleyed: looking blankly ahead 
stampeding: running very fast and chaotically 
clot: close grouping 
feet: a foot is about 30cm 
wingspread: the distance from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other  
vertebrae: bones in the spine 
 
Some images to help you: 

Herd boy with cattle (here there are four head of cattle):

 



Child playing the stone game:    

 

Huts on a hill:

 

A wart: 

     

 



Now read the poem: 

  

A seven year old herd boy, 

ragged happy and vacant, 

sits alone playing the stonegame, 

his back to the five 

thin healthy head grazing.                           5 

 

Across the valley 

the distant warts of huts 

squat on the wrist of the hill. 

 

Long believed extinct, 

there was no one                                        10 

but the walleyed 

stampeding clot of cattle 

to see the two dozen 

feet of dusty leather 

 

wingspread, hear the wet                          15 

crush of long toothed jaws closing, 

the snap of vertebrae, 

and nothing, nothing at all 

the flight away 

with the broken rabbit boy                        20 

one limb slow waving. 

 

 

Stanza 1: 

 A boy is alone in the pasture with the cattle. 

 He is playing a game by himself. 

 He is not really watching the cattle because his back it to them. 

 

Stanza 2: 

 Metaphor: warts on an arm are compared to huts on a hill 

 Warts is quite a negative feeling so feels a bit ominous, like something 

bad may happen. 

 



Stanza 3: 

 “Long believed extinct”: it can’t be absolutely proved that there are no 

pteranodons left. 

 There are no witnesses other than the cattle who are blindly running 

away. 

 The leather of the wings is “dusty” because we think it may have been 

hiding somewhere getting dusty all this time. 

 Note the enjambment from Stanza 3 to 4 to emphasise the size of the 

wingspan. 

 The wingspan is about the width of a classroom! 

 

Stanza 4: 

 We imagine the horrific sound in “the wet crunch” as the pteranodons 

swoops down and grabs the boy in its “long toothed jaws”. 

 “snap” = onomatopoeia.  We imagine the bones breaking with a 

snapping sound. 

 Line 18: the repetition of the word “nothing” emphasises that the boy 

has gone. 

 The poem ends with the horrible image of the pteranodon flying away 

with the boy hanging out of its mouth with one arm/leg waving in the 

wind. 

 “broken” highlights the damage that has been done to the boy’s body. 

 He is described as a rabbit because he is small and seen as prey that the 

pteranodon might normally eat. 

 Just as we cannot definitely say whether prehistoric animals still exist 

just because we do not see them; nobody will know what happened to 

the boy because there is no-one there to say what happened. 

 

Answer the following questions: 

1   In what way is the boy “vacant” (line 2)?       (1)  

2   Stone and game would normally be separate words.  Why in line 3 are they 

combined?           (1) 

3 In line 5 what does the word “head” refer to?     (1) 

4 What part of speech is “clot of cattle” (line 12)?     (1) 

5 Why is the boy described as “the broken rabbit boy” (line 20)?   (2) 

/6/ 

 

 

 

 



MEMO FOR PTERANODON QUESTIONS 
 

1.1   In what way is the boy “vacant” (line 2)?        (1) 

 He was day dreaming/not paying attention/without larger concerns or responsibilities 

 

1.2   Stone and game would normally be separate words.  Why in line 3 are they combined? 

It is the name of the game         (1) 

  

 

1.3 In line 5 what does the word “head” refer to?      (1) 

 Cattle 

 

1.4 What part of speech is “clot of cattle” (line 12)?      (1) 

 Collective noun 

 

1.5 Why is the boy described as “the broken rabbit boy” (line 20)?   (2) 

 He was dying/damaged by the attack 

 Small like a rabbit 

 Helpless 

 He was prey like a rabbit  

 Similar to how a bird of prey holds a broken rabbit in its talons   

         [2 points]    

 /6/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lizard – D.H. Lawrence 

What kind of lizard tells jokes? A stand up Chameleon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the poet  

• Born David Herbert Lawrence (11 September 1885 – 2 March 1939)  

• An English Poet and Writer, mostly about an extended reflection upon 

the dehumanising effects of modernity and industrialisation 

• He wrote many novels, short stories, letters , poems, plays, manuscripts, 

essays and also painted 

•  Some of his best known novels include Lady Chatterley’s Lover and 

Women in Love.  

Fun facts about lizards  

 It is possible for the Lizard to lose their tail when they feel that they are 

in danger. It can be a means of escaping from a predator. In time the 

tail will grow back again. The tail they leave behind will move and 

confuse the predator. What grows back will be slimmer and often a 

different color. 

 Lizards are able to smell by tasting the air around them. This is why they 

are often seen with their tongues going in and out at a rapid pace 

 There are some species of Lizards that have the ability to squirt blood 

out of their eyes. They have horns and they are able to squirt blood for 

a distance of up to 4 feet. This is a way for them to be able to defend 

themselves against predators or when they feel there is any type of 

threat to them. 

 The Gecko is the only species of Lizard with vocal cords so they are the 

only ones that can make sound. The other species all use body 

language as a way to communicate with each other. 



 

The poem is commenting on how man has moved away from his natural 

existence when he decided that he is separate from nature and other 

human beings. 

 

The sounding of the spheres  

• The lizard is contemplating the planets 

• Planets made a heavenly sound  

• Lizard is one with the natural world, unlike man  

 

Last two lines ‘If men were as much men as lizards are lizards 

they’d be worth looking at.’ 

• If men were like lizards, we would be more in touch with our spirituality 

and natural world  

• We would also have a different idea of beauty and appreciate 

natural beauty as opposed to material beauty 

 



FORMAL LETTER LAYOUT 
 

The parts in italics are not part of the letter; they are guidelines. 
 

                                                              Luthuli Cottage 

                                                                                                                     Mokgaotsi Road 

                                                                                                                     Delft 

                                                                                                                     7102 

                                                                                                                     11 January 2020 

 

         The Manager 

         The Complaints Department 

         Gellington’s Shoes 

         P. O. Box 1479 

         CAPE TOWN 

         8000 

 

         Dear Sir/Madam  

 

         Complaint about a pair of shoes  

 

         I bought a pair of shoes from the LUX Shoe Shop, in St George’s Mall on 27   

         December 2019. After wearing them once, the heel broke off and I was left  

         looking foolish on a dance floor.  

 

                   Give all the necessary, relevant details. 

                   Explain the inconvenience, nuisance-value, embarrassment etc. 

                   Ask for improved service, ratification etc. 

                   Show that you will not accept shoddy workmanship, poor products or service. 

                   Explain clearly that it was not irresponsibility on your  behalf that caused the  

                       heel to break. 

                   The register must be reasonable but firm. 

 

          I should be grateful if you would attend to this matter as soon as possible and 

          let me know what you advise me to do. At the least, I expect a refund. 

 

          Yours faithfully 

         K. P. Garies (Signature) 

         K. P. Garies (Ms) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TIPS:    

 In the address you must address the letter to the position that the person holds e.g. The 
Manager/ The Liaison Officer / The Personnel Officer / The Accountant / The Supervisor etc. 

 Give a subject line, underlined, so that the reader immediately knows what the letter is about. 

 Give full details to make it easier for the company to trace your complaint and give all the 
important details. 

 Have at least three paragraphs. 

 If you do not write a title (e.g. Ms) after the name the recipient will presume that you are male! 
 

TASK: 

 Choose one of the following topics.  

 Write a formal letter. 

 The body (which does not include addresses, greetings, headings etc.) should be 160-180 words 
long. 

 You must email it to your English teacher by Tuesday 21 July. (You can type it or handwrite it 
and take a photo.) 
 

TOPICS: 

1. After getting home from shopping you realise that you have been charged double for an 
item.  (You must decide the details of this.) You cannot just return to the shop to speak to 
them because you live a long way away.  Write a letter to the manager of the shop about 
this. 

2. You have just noticed that a shop that was previously very dirty has just redone their shop 
front.  Write a letter to the owner to thank her. 

3. A group of Makhanda residents has got together to improve our city.  They have several 
projects on the go that they are busy with in their spare time.  Write a letter to the organiser 
to congratulate him/her on the initiative. 

 

GRADE 9 COMPREHENSION 

Instructions: 

o Read the text carefully and answer the following questions in full sentences, 

unless instructed otherwise.  

o The text is from a book called “A Zoo in my Luggage” by Gerald Durrell. 

o This extract is about a pet baboon which escapes in a shop. 

o Please leave a line open between answers. 

o Use the mark allocation to guide you. 

 

Glossary 

rampart – a defensive wall of a castle 

cascade – a small waterfall 

eiderdown – a quilt; a duvet 

locomotive – a powerful railway vehicle 

doilies – a small lace mat put under cakes etc. 

linoleum – a material used as a floor covering 

truncheon – a short, thick stick used as a weapon by policemen 



 



1. Refer to the title of the book by Gerald Durrell “A Zoo in my Luggage”. 

To which genre do you think the book belongs? Explain your answer.  

(Note: a genre is the type of writing something is e.g. horror, romance, sci-fi etc.)  (2) 

 

2.  In line 2 the speaker says he is speaking to the baboon in “honeyed accents” 

2.1 Name and explain the figure of speech used.     (2) 

2.2 Do you think that this is an effective comparison? Provide a brief  

explanation for your answer.       (2) 

2.3 Why is he speaking in “honeyed accents”?     (1) 

2.4 Did this tone of voice match the expression on his face? Quote one word to  

 support your answer.        (1) 

3. What damage was caused BEFORE the beginning of the extract? How do you   

know this?           (2) 

4. What does “I unravelled myself from the towelling” imply about what happened to  

the writer when the towelling was pulled down by Georgina?    (1) 

5. What do we learn about the personality of the writer’s sister’s in paragraph 2?   

Provide evidence for your answer.       (3) 

6. What word in paragraph 5 tells us how much noise they were making while trying to 

catch Georgina?           (1) 

7. In your own words, list the damage that Georgina causes in this extracts.  (4) 

8. Make a sketch of the trap in which Georgina tried to hide.    (3) 

9. Use your interpretation of the last sentence to decide what the expression on the   

writer’s face was.          (1) 

10.  Explain the irony of Durrell describing the linoleum hitting the policeman “like a giant 

truncheon”.            (2)  

           TOTAL:  25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Short Story Theory 

Short stories 

Short stories are exactly what the name suggests. They are like “mini novels” and can 

be read easily at one sitting. 

 

Points of view 

Point of view refers to who is telling or narrating a story. It is important to work out 

from whose perspective story is being told as different people will view and interpret 

events differently. Here are some different points of view you may encounter. 

 

Authoritarial/Omniscient Narrator 

 When the narrator is not in story, but knows thoughts and feelings of all the 
characters and shares these with the reader 
 

First Person Central Narrator 

 When the story is told by the main character in the story 
 

First Person Minor/Peripheral Narrator 

 When the story is told by another character (not main character) in the story 
 

Third Person Limited 

 When the story is told by a narrator who viewed the action but doesn’t know 
thoughts/feelings of characters and is not part of the story 

 

Characters 

 Characters are the people, animals or creatures in a story. The important 
ones are called major characters. The less important ones are called minor 
characters. Characters can be “round” (dynamic) or “flat” (static). 
Round/dynamic characters are usually complex, change /grow in the story 
and can behave in unpredictable ways. Flat/static characters stay the same 
throughout the story and are very uncomplicated and predictable. 

 

Roles 

 Protagonist: The Main Character 
 Antagonist: The character or circumstances that cause the action: the 

“opponent” of the protagonist 
 The relationship between the protagonist and antagonist is usually one of 

conflict and causes the tension that makes a story interesting 
 

Setting 

This is where and when the story takes place.  

Remember in The Snow Goose last year, you learnt about different types of setting 

like the Geographical Setting; the Time Setting; the Political Setting; the Socio-

Economic Setting and the Psychological Setting. 



 

Plot 

The plot is like a summary or plan of main events in a story. A short story will usually 

only have one plot. Stories do not always have the same structure, but below is quite 

a common structure for stories to follow 

 

 

Theme 

 The theme of a story is the central idea of the story.  
 The theme of a story is woven all the way through the story and the 

characters' actions, interactions, and motivations all reflect the story's theme. 
 

Moral 

 The lesson the story teaches 
 

 

Please read on! 

 

 

 

 



Exercise 

Even though Children of the Dust is not a short story, much of the theory can be applied to it. Use 

what you have learnt to complete the following exercise. 

 

1. The point of view Children of the Dust is written from is: 

A. Third person limited 

B. First person 

C. Omniscient narrator 

 

2. Is General Mac Allister a flat character or a round character? 

 

3. Who is the protagonist in Part 2 of the novel? 

 

4. What is the physical setting of Part 1 of the novel? 

 

5. What is the climax in Part 2 of the novel? 

A. When Dwight and Erica are arguing 

B. When Bill, Dwight and Ophelia steal the truck 

C. When Dwight blows up the cattle trucks 

D. When Ophelia realises that she won’t ever see Dwight again  

 

6. What is the resolution of Part 3 of the novel?  

A. When Simon shoots the dog 

B. When blind Kate speaks to Simon with the intention to hurt him 

C. When Simon sees Timperly at sunrise 

D. When Simon and Laura ride together on Timms  

 

7. What are some of the themes in Children of the Dust? 

A. Family dynamics, war, exploitation 

B. Dystopia, evolution, overcoming prejudice 

C.  Mutants, deformity, telepathy  

 

8. Which TWO of the following are NOT a moral of the story: 

A. Don’t cling to old ways when the world is changing around you 

B. Don’t prejudge people based on their physical appearance 

C.  Your social status will ensure your survival 

D. Science is the only way to make progress 

 

MEMO 

1. The point of view Children of the Dust is written from is: 

A. Third person limited 
B. First person 
C. Omniscient narrator 

 

2. Is General Mac Allister a flat character or a round character?  

 Flat 
 

3. Who is the protagonist in Part 2 of the novel? 

 Ophelia 
 

4. What is the physical setting of Part 1 of the novel? 

 Gloucestershire  



 

5. What is the climax in Part 2 of the novel? 

A. When Dwight and Erica are arguing 
B. When Bill, Dwight and Ophelia steal the truck 
C. When Dwight blows up the cattle trucks 
D. When Ophelia realises that she won’t ever see Dwight again  

 

6. What is the resolution of Part 3 of the novel?  

A. When Simon shoots the dog 
B. When blind Kate speaks to Simon with the intention to hurt him 
C. When Simon sees Timperly at sunrise 
D. When Simon and Laura ride together on Timms  

 

7. What are some of the themes in Children of the Dust? 

A. Family dynamics, war, exploitation 
B. Dystopia, evolution, overcoming prejudice 
C.  Mutants, deformity, telepathy  

 

8. Which TWO of the following are NOT a moral of the story: 

A. Don’t cling to old ways when the world is changing around you 
B. Don’t prejudge people based on their physical appearance 
C.  Your social status will always ensure your survival 
D. Science is the only way to make progress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRADE 9 VOCABULARY 

Make up sentences using the words below that are from your “Spelling and Vocabulary” list.  

Your sentences must clearly show that you understand the meaning of the words. 

 WORD SENTENCE 

1 loathe 

 

 

2 apathetic 

 

 

3 envisage 

 

 

4 forage 

 

 

5 stifling 

 

 

6 dictator 

 

 

7 degeneration  

 

8 bereft  

 

9 flourish 

 

 

10 imminent 

 

 

11 labyrinth 

 

 

12 nuclear 

 

 

13 utopia 

 

 

14 stagnant 

 

 

15 vitrified 

 

 

16 decimated 

 

 

17 genocide 

 

 

18 gaunt 

 

 

19 incessant  

 

 

20 psychic 

 

 

 

 



Poetry Lesson – “The Snake” by Ian Mudie 

Activity 1: Write a short paragraph about your feelings towards snakes.  

Activity 2: Write a short paragraph, from a snake‟s perspective, regarding its  

         feelings towards humans.   

 

Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.  

“The Snake” by Ian Mudie  

Suddenly the grass before my feet      1 
 shakes and becomes alive.  
The snake  
twists, almost leaps,  
graceful even in terror,       5 
smoothness looping back over smoothness  
slithers away, disappears.  
– And the grass is again still.  
And surely, by whatever means of communication   
 is available to snakes,      10 
the word is passed:  
Hey, I just met a man, a monster, too;  
Must have been, oh, seven feet tall.  
So keep away from the long grass,  
it‟s dangerous there.      15 

 
 
Activity 3: Answer the questions based on the poem 
 

1. What figure of speech is used in lines 1-2? Give a reason for you answer. (2) 

2. Write down two words that describe the movement of the snake.   (2) 

3. Comment on the layout of the poem and discuss its effectiveness.   (2) 

4. Why are the last two lines in the poem unexpected?     (2) 

5. Look up the word „sibilance‟ and explain how it is used in this poem.  (2) 

6. Give the poem an alternative/different title.      (1) 

 

 



Snake - Chiara Jones  

 

Can you spot the snake in the image above? 

In a dream of heat  

On a summer day  

A sun-soaked snake  

Sleeps limpid in the loquat leaves.   

Its sun dappled skin   5 

Delicately painted  

In saffron stripes  

And glints of olive green.  

 

The air is still –         

A silent slumbering   10 

African afternoon  

 

Overhead a hawk hovers,  

Its haunting shadow darkens,  

Dives         

The snake uncoils.    15 

Above, a flurry of shivering leaves  

And the frenzied flutter of wings  

Shatter the lethargic silence.  

 

Like a lightning flash      

The snake slides, disappears  20 

Into the deep, dark earth  

And in a whiplash is  

Gone.  



 

What is happening in the poem? 

- A snake is sleeping on a hot day, its skin is the color of saffron and olive 

(lines 7-8) 

- Overhead a hawk observes the snake, it dives towards the reptile (lines 

12 – 14) 

- Quickly the snake starts moving as the hawk approaches, breaking the 

silence (lines 15 – 18) 

- The snake disappears quickly leaving behind the shattered silence, 

within an instant the snake is gone (lines 19 – 23) 

What similarities can you see between this poem and Snake 1 (Ian Mudie)? 

- Both poems are set in Africa 

- Both a set in rural/pastoral/wild spaces 

- Both involve animals  

- Both involve a hunt for prey – one successful, one not  

- Both show a quiet stillness that is broken by movement/action  

What do you call the repetition of the s-sound? What is its effect?   (2) 

Provide an example of alliteration from the poem     (1) 

What is personification? Provide an example from the poem.    (2) 

What figure of speech is ‘like a lightning flash the snake slides’? Why? (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMPREHENSION MEMO (“a ZOO IN MY LUGGAGE”) MEMO 

1. Refer to the title of the book by Gerald Durrell “A Zoo in my Luggage”. 

To which genre do you think the book belongs? Explain your answer.           (2) 

travel – use of luggage OR 

autobiography – use of “my” OR 

humour – the image of Georgina running around the shop 
 

2.  In line 2 the speaker says he is speaking to the baboon in “honeyed accents” 

2.1 Name and explain the figure of speech used.     (2) 

Metaphor  

The tone of his voice is compared to honey  

 

2.2 Do you think that this is an effective comparison? Provide a brief  

explanation for your answer.       (2) 

Honey is sweet and smooth  

… and so this allows the reader to imagine clearly how sweetly and 

encouragingly his voice sounds like  

 

2.3 Why is he speaking in “honeyed accents”?     (1) 

He is trying to coax her to him/ get her to listen to him 

 

2.4 Did this tone of voice match the expression on his face? Quote one word to  

 support your answer.        (1) 

 (No) “belied”  

 

3. What damage was caused BEFORE the beginning of the extract? How do you   

know this?           (2) 

The eiderdown was set alight  (… and flames were doused/ put out)  

We know this because of “still smouldering”  

 

4. What does “I unravelled myself from the towelling” imply about what happened to 

 the writer when the towelling was pulled down by Georgina?    (1) 

It suggests that he had become entangled in the toweling 

 

 



5. What do we learn about the personality of the writer’s sister’s in paragraph 2?   

Provide evidence for your answer.       (3) 

She is explosive/ very loud/ complains a lot.  

The writer compares her to a railway engine  

… which is very powerful and makes loud noise  

 

6. What word in paragraph 5 tells us how much noise they were making while trying to 

catch Georgina?  “thundered”        (1) 

  

7. In your own words, list the damage that Georgina causes in this extracts.  (4) 

- She pulls down the fabric 

- She swings on a decoration and brings it crashing down 

- She knocks over a pile of books 

- She chews on doilies 

- She urinates on the floor   [Give four of these.] 

 

8. Make a sketch of the trap in which Georgina tried to hide.    (3) 

 
 

Li
n

o
le

u
m

 

Linoleum  
 

     

    

P
e
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p
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 tryin

g to
 

catch
 h

er 
 

 Georgina (the baboon)  

 

 

    
     

Linoleum 
  

9. Use your interpretation of the last sentence to decide what the expression on the   

writer’s face was.          (1) 

Very angry expression  (because Georgina felt she needed to be protected) 

 

10.  Explain the irony of Durrell describing the linoleum hitting the policeman “like a giant 

truncheon”.            (2)  

 Policeman carry truncheons to hit people  

… but here he is the one being hit.        

     TOTAL:  25 


