
Grade 11 Dramatic Arts Week 13 

 

In the spirit of revision and creativity, you will need to answer these three short 

essay questions. Each will be for 15 marks and will be counted towards your 

marks for the year. I want to see that you have applied the knowledge from 

the theory and that you can use your creativity. This task needs to be typed 

out and can be emailed to me as a Word document (kafrica@vghs.co.za) or 

the text can be sent to me via WhatsApp and I will put in in a Word document 

for you.  

 

These essays are due on Friday 3rd of July 2020 

 

Realism in Theatre 

Read the following extract from a presentation by Savanna Dobbs and use it as 
reference for your answer.  

… the plot contains a lot of dramatic irony. There are secrets and 
misunderstandings known to the audience, but unknown to other characters. 
There’s also a lot of exposition, after which the plot uses artificial entrances, exits, 
and props to increase suspense. The hero is constantly winning and losing battles 
against his rival.  

[Taken from Savanna Dobbs on Realistic Drama, 5 Feb., 2015]  

 
As a young theatre practitioner, you have just started your theatre journey. 
Using the conventions of Realist theatre write an outline for a production that 
you would want to create in the South African context. I need to see that you 

understand what a Realist piece consists of and how you can creatively bring 

that to life using your imagination.       (15) 

 

Contemporary South African Theatre 
What were the socio-political issues and the influence on the themes of 

Sophiatown? Discuss the importance of studying these types of plays to the 
South African youth?  

 
Discuss the political and social issues as well as the themes, then analyse its 
importance to South African youth today. Reflect on how this affects you as 

a young practitioner.         (15) 

 

Elizabethan Theatre 
South Africa is filled with its own rich history of storytelling and theatrical conventions. 
Long before the Europeans were taking charge of the stage people were employing 
their own forms of theatre through ritual and cultural practices. Considering do you 

think there is value in studying Elizabethan Theatre for the South African youth?  
 
You can agree or disagree, but you must substantiate your answer using facts. I want 
to both hear your opinion and see if you have grasped the concept of Elizabethan 
theatre.  

           (15) 
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