
Project:   Investigation   of   a   settlement  
 

Introduction   -   An   independent   study   of   a   known   settlement  
 
For   this   project,   you   will   be   gathering   information   about   a   settlement   that   you   know.   This  
settlement   may   be   a   rural   or   urban   settlement.   You   can   add   to   the   information   that   you  
already   know   about   this   settlement   by   searching   the   web,   reading   books   or   news  
articles   (online,   in   magazines   or   newspapers)   and   through   conversations   with   your  
parents   about   what   they   know   of   this   particular   settlement.   
 
Project   outline  
 

1. a)   Describe   the   settlement   you   have   chosen   and   its   different   types   of   land   use.   
b)   Create   a   sketch   map   of   this   settlement   indicating   all   the   different   land   use  
types.   Refer   to   the   image   below   for   an   example   of   what   a   sketch   map   might   look  
like.   

 
Note:   This   is   just   an   example   to   give  
you   an   idea   of   what   to   include   in   your  
map.   The   layout   of   your   own   map   will  
depend   on   the   settlement    you   have  
chosen   and   should   be   drawn   on   an  
A4   size   sheet   of   blank   paper.   Your  
sketch   map   should   include   suitable  
labels   and   a   map   key.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Identify   specific   features   or   landmarks   (natural   and/or   human-made)   that   can   be  
found   throughout   your   chosen   settlement.   Name   these   and   mark   them   on   your  
sketch   map.  



3. Suggest   reasons   for   the   location   of   your   chosen   settlement.   Remember   that  
settlements   start   in   particular   places   for   different   reasons,   such   as   fertile   soil,  
water   availability,   minerals,   job   opportunities,   transport   routes   and   trade.   
 

4. Write   a   paragraph   explaining   whether   the   population   of   your   chosen   settlement  
has   declined   or   grown   in   recent   years   and   what   some   of   the   reasons   for   this  
might   be.   This   part   of   the   project   will   require   some   extended   research.   
 

5. Identify   and   explain   one   social   OR   environmental   issue   that   your   chosen  
settlement   faces.   Your   explanation   should   include   what   the   nature   of   the   issue   is  
and   suggest   a   possible   solution.    Social   issues    are   about   people   such   as   living  
conditions,   unemployment,   lack   of   schools   and   clinics.    Environmental   issues  
are   about   the   environment,   such   as   pollution,   destruction   of   woodland  
(deforestation),   soil   erosion   and   wetland   destruction.   
 

6. Produce   a   list   of   resources   to   go   along   with   your   project.   This   should   include   all  
the   sources   which   you   used   to   gather   information   about   your   chosen   settlement.  
For   example,   if   you   gathered   information   from   a   website   please   provide   the  
specific   name   of   this   website   (Google   is   not   a   website   -   it   is   a   search   engine   to  
find   different   websites).   If   you   found   information   in   a   book   then   you   must   provide  
the   name   of   the   book   and   the   author,   the   same   applies   to   information   found   in   a  
news   article.   This   section   should   also   include   a   picture   of   your   chosen  
settlement.   The   picture   can   be   one   which   was   obtained   from   google   images   or  
taken   with   your   own   digital   camera   or   smartphone.   
 
 

You   will   be   assessed   according   to   the   criteria   listed   in   the   rubric   on   the   following   page.   
 
All   projects   should   be   completed   and    ready   to   hand   in   by    Monday   the   10th   of  
August   2020 .   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Assessment   
 

Section   Marks   allocated  Student  
mark  

1. a)   Describe   chosen  
settlement   and   land   use  

● Settlement   name   (one   mark)   
● Settlement   type   ie   rural   or   urban   (one   mark)   
● Settlement   location   (one   mark)  
● Different   types   of   land   use   mentioned   (two   marks)  

/5  

1. b)   Sketch   map  ● Appropriate   size   (one   mark)   
● Appropriate   labels   (one   mark)   
● Appropriate   map   key   (two   marks)  
● Identification   of   different   land   use   zones   (one   mark)  
● Neatness   (one   mark)   

/6  

2. Indication   of   specific  
features   or   landmarks  
on   sketch   map.  

● one   feature   or   landmark   has   been   marked   on   the   map  
(one   mark)  

● Two   features   or   landmarks   have   been   marked   on   the  
map   (two   marks)  

● Three   features   or   landmarks   have   been   marked   on   the  
map   (three   marks)  

● Four   or   more   features   or   landmarks   have   been   marked  
on   the   map   (four   marks)  

/4  

3. Suggest   reasons   for  
location   of   settlement  

● Reason/s   mentioned   (one   mark)  
● Explanation   of   reason/s   (one   mark)  

/2  

4. Decline   or   growth   of  
population   in   recent  
years.  

● Identification   of   population   growth   or   decline   (one  
mark)  

● Reasons   attributed   to   growth   or   decline   (two   marks)   

/3  

5. Social   or   environmental  
issue   faced.   

● Identification   of   issue   (one   mark)  
● Nature   of   issue   (two   marks)   
● Possible   solution   (two   marks)   

/5  

6. List   of   resources   and  
picture   of   settlement   

● 3   marks   awarded   if   list   is   comprehensive   and   draws   on  
3   or   more   different   sources,   2   marks   awarded   if   list  
draws   on   two   different   sources,   1   mark   awarded   if   list  
only   draws   on   one   source   and   no   marks   awarded   if  
sources   are   absent.   

● Picture   of   settlement   included   (2   marks)  

/5  

Total   /30  
 


