
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Our Vision:  At VGHS we support and respect one another in a 

safe and happy environment.  Our broad spectrum of activities 

and facilities enriches all, as we strive for excellence. 

 

 
 

My Heritage – I am African 
Written by Ms Smuts 

 
I am African! Yes, I am – 

My grandparents were born here, 

My parents and me too … 

To me (South) Africa is very dear. 

Africa is a very large continent, 

And I have not travelled here and there – 

The Eastern Cape is what I know … 

My lungs are filled with the Karoo air. 

The Karoo creeps into your heart – 

I feel at one with the dust and summer heat. 

The unspoilt sunrises and sunsets … 

Are absolutely beautiful, such a treat. 

The winters are cold and frosty, 

The rain seems to stay away so long. 

The arid veld is brown and barren… 

Then the rain comes…and the veld bursts into 

song: 

The coo of the dove, the call of the jackal 

Rings out over the spekboom covered 

koppies; 

The new “blanket” of colourful flowers 

appears… 

Ek is in my nappies! 

The Karoo is a very special place 

Where the kudus and “pronking” springbuck 

roam; 

It is Africa…with its “mooi” wide open 

spaces… 

The Karoo – it is my home. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

COMING UP... 
 

Sun 10 Oct: Hostels open at 15:00 

 

Mon 11 Oct: DAY 1 

School starts at 7:20  

for ALL grades and  

classes (there will no  

longer be streaming) 

 

Thurs 21 Oct: Parent General 

Meeting at 13:15  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME, MR YENDALL! 

 

 

At the beginning of this term we 

welcomed Mr Yendall who has joined 

us in the Music School.  After 

completing his schooling at Graeme 

College, Mr Yendall furthered his 

studies at Rhodes University with a 

Bachelor of Music degree. He toured 

South Africa on the production of 

"Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat" with Pieter Toerien 

Productions, after which he began 

working for the Stage Audio Works 

group in Johannesburg as a Systems 

Integration Engineer. He was excited 

to further his own education and 

went back to Rhodes University to 

complete a PGCE in 2020. Mr Yendall 

is a Drumkit and Sound Engineering 

specialist.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to Ms Boqwana who 

has been appointed onto the School 

Management Team as the Head of 

Learner Affairs.  She will be in charge 

of pastoral care and discipline. 

Congratulations to Ms Starbuck who 

has been appointed as the Head of 

Grade 10. 

FAREWELL 
Congratulations to Ms Yendall who is 

engaged to be married.  She will be 

moving to Gqeberha/Port Elizabeth 

at the end of the year to be with her 

fiancé.  We wish her all the best for the 

future! 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS 
"People are the business. I am not a 

chair, or a table, or even an ounce 

of gold, or a building. These are all 

assets. I'm more than an asset, I'm a 

person that can contribute in various 

ways. At the end of the day, 

when we as managers sit back 

and reflect on why we are here, 

why we do what we do, we do it 

with people, it's for people. Every 

conversation we have is directed 

for and with people."  

 

Mark Cutifani Anglo American 

Seamless Leaders by Adriaan 

Groenwald 

 

" With the right people, a solution 

to any problem can be found... 

no matter what is thrown at them, 

they will find a way through it. 

People are not motivated by just 

success or money. If they believe 

they are in an organisation that 

has a noble purpose they will push 

harder, they will be motivated." 

 

by Adrian Gore Discovery Group. 

 

The heartache caused by the last 

18 months has left its mark on our 

school and on our school 

community. We have felt the loss in 

all spheres of school life and almost 

everything has changed.  

Mostly, we have missed the human 

connection. We have missed 

having the opportunity to express 

our passion for this institution that 

we love and we hope for a day 

when we can get those things 

back that we hold so dear to our 

school's ethos and culture. 

It was with this in mind that the staff 

met on 27 August to discuss the 

way forward. To throw ideas 

around and generate a new and 

fresh sense of excitement and 

energy. To get us started, our 

Portfolio Heads opened the day 

with a presentation on what their 

VG looks like and where they hope 

it will be in the future. They 

compiled this video:  

(https://bit.ly/2Y6MPFu) to remind 

us of all that we had, all that we 

miss and all that we will enjoy 

again soon. 

 

Throughout all the workshops that 

we have enjoyed as a staff, our 

focus has been on the people that 

make up our unique VG 

community.  The quotes shared at 

the beginning of this article, 

contributed by Ms Retief, some up 

in a wonderful way, the importance 

of people in an institution.  As we 

rebuild our morale, focus and 

connection we hope to take VG 

into the future as strong as ever. 

 

 

GRADE 8 

 

1. Rutendo Chakona 

2. Siphesihle Khumalo 

3. Catherine Roberts 

4. Azosule Kanana 

5. Leandri Smit 

6. Qayiya Poto 

7. Yonwaba Magquntulu 

8. Sydney Edwards 

9. Kuhle Mpama 

10. Kwakuhle Ouya 

 
 

GRADE 9 

 

1. Sikelelwe Notyesi  

2. Khazimla Hempe 

3. Iminathi Mapuma  

4. Mamadae Bitso 

5. Lama Mbiko  

6. Zisanda Kesa 

7. Kaylin Cassels 

8. Cheree Lisher  

9. Natalie Nyamukamba 

10. Phoebe Bunyan 

GRADE 10 

 
1. Hlumelo Gaqa 

2. Ishka Fullarton 

3. Siphosethu Mtyapi 

4. Courtney Jacobs 

5. Morgan Darlow 

6. Lathi-Tha Stofile 

7. Emma Gush 

8. Ntando Nkatsha 

9. Lathitha Matebese 

10. Sibulele Kulati 

Jasmyn Magabie 

https://bit.ly/2Y6MPFu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 11 

 
1. Jill Msindo 

2. Tosca Stoloff 

3. Avuyile Mbatyoti 

4. Wafa Rizvi 

5. Kamvelihle Ncula 

6. Phumelela George  

7. Lisakhanya Mbandazayo 

8. Sambesiwe Mbambo 

9. Sinokholo Ngwekazi  

10. Roslyn Stobbs 

 

GRADE 12 

 
1. Sidney-Faye Wiggett 

Newton  

2. Khanyisa Gama 

3. Amyoli Simani 

4. Jaden Keulder 

5. Linathi Ndubela 

6. Sinovuyo Manikivana 

7. Kristen Wehr 

Sisipho Jimmy 

9. Culumanco Kwatsha 

10. Christina Adzraku 

 

The girdle is an award presented to 

Grade 12 learners to acknowledge 

that the VG values; passion, integrity 

and excellence; are evident in this 

learner’s behaviour, dress and 

interactions. She has embraced 

servant leadership, shows academic 

rigour and upholds the Code of 

Conduct. 

This  
term we are proud to award a girdle 

to: 

Christina Adzraku 

Jemma Dyson 

Khanyisa Gama 

Zaza Germond 

Culumanco Kwatsha 

Zainab Mansoor 

Linathi Ndubela 

Amyoli Simani 

 

 

 

 
Dorset House: 

Captain: Sinovuyo Mjekula  

Vice: Sinovuyo Manikivana 

Games: Mbalentle Jebese 

 

 
Graeme House: 

Captain: Libone Sikina 

Vice: Jamie McQuinto 

Games Captain: Taylon Cannon 

 

 
Ruthville House 

Captain: Nosithembiso Kuhlane 

Vice: Tabisa Mhlakaza 

Games: Isivile Mafani 

 

 
Thursford House 

Captain: Shae-Lyn Davies 

Vice: Mawande Mvulana 

Games: Sivuyisiwe Nolisi 

 

Written by Emma Gush 

 

The learners doing their Bronze 

Award set off on their Adventurous 

Journey from Fairewood.  

On Friday afternoon we did some 

team building exercises to break 

the ice as many of us didn't know 

each other, it was a great way to 

get to know more pupils in other 

grades. On Saturday morning we 

set off on our hike onto mountain 

drive, some of us finding it more 

strenuous than others. To be fair, it 

was 36°C with berg winds and we 

hiked 13.5km. The scenery was 

stunning, we are truly blessed to 

have such a beautiful commonage 

right on our doorstep. We saw some 

pretty birds and flowers including 

Malachite Sunbird and King Proteas 

in flower. We also were privileged 

enough to walk through and take a 

break in a beautiful forest. Finally, 

we got back to Fairwood after 

hiking for approximately 6 hours. We 

then welcomed a well-deserved 

cool down in the pool and relaxed 

for the rest of the afternoon. That 

evening we made a fire and 

braaied marshmallows, after 

collecting wood so we could heat 

water for a shower.  

On Sunday morning we set out for 

our second day of hiking and we 

were pleased that the weather had 

cooled down and that we had a 

less intense route, we hiked 12km. 

We had a break and a snack under 

the trees at Memorial Grove, later 

having lunch at Grey Dam. We 

learned about Black Wattles and 

ferns being invasive plants. When 

we completed the hike we had a 

de-brief session before heading 

home.  

 

 
 



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC COLOURS AWARDS 

 
Congratulations to these learners 

who were awarded Academic 

Colours at the beginning of this 

term: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ACADEMIC HONOURS AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to these learners 

who were awarded Academic 

Honours at the beginning of this 

term: 

 

 
 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY OLYMPIAD 
Congratulations to these learners 

who competed nationally with 2575 

other participants: 

 

 
 

ESKOM SCIENCE EXPO 

 
Congratulations to Sethu Mtyapi 

(Grade 10) who has been selected 

for ISF (International Science Fair) 

with her project on Comparing Rain 

Tank Water, Spring Water and 

Municipal Water in Makhanda!  

 

ENGLISH OLYMPIAD 

 
Congratulations to Jaden Keulder, 

Kristen Wehr and Khanyisa Gama 

on achieving Gold Awards for the 

English Olympiad 2021.  Khanyisa 

was placed in the top 40 nationally 

and has been offered a full first-year  

scholarship from Rhodes University 

for any degree of her choice!  

 

 

 

MATHART COMPETITION 
 

Congratulations to Laaiqah Elie in 

Grade 10 on being selected as a 

finalist in the 2021 GMMDC National 

MathArt Competition. This 

competition challenges entrants to 

create an original handmade 

artwork that connects Mathematics 

to an annual theme in a visual and 

innovative way.  This year’s theme 

was “Beautiful Mathematics”. 

 

After an extensive judging process, 

her artwork was selected as one of 

the best in her age group. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

PE DANCE FESTIVAL 

 
Congratulations to Catherine Frost 

and Sazikazi Ndubele who 

participated in the PE Dance 

Festival over the weekend of 28 

August. Sazi was awarded 5 silvers 

and 1 gold, and Catherine was 

awarded 4 silvers and 3 bronze.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

It is time for the Grade 9s to select 

their Grade 10 subjects for next 

year.  Each Grade 9 learner has 

been given a subject choice 

pamphlet and a subject choice 

form which will need to be returned 

on the first day of next term.  Should 

you need another copy you can 

access them on the website 

(www.vghs.co.za) or here: 

 

Pamphlet: https://bit.ly/2Y2mBnT 

Form: https://bit.ly/3AScvUw 

 

It is of utmost importance that learners 

select subjects that they enjoy and 

that they can excel in.  Please talk with 

your daughter/ward about which 

subjects they wish to take and why. 

Then please discuss the pros and cons 

of their subject choice with them. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.vghs.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2Y2mBnT
https://bit.ly/3AScvUw


 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to the award 

winners from the Carinus Art Centre.  

While only a few pieces are 

showcased in the newsletter, all the 

pieces can be seen on our 

Facebook page as well as our 

website (www.vghs.co.za).  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.vghs.co.za/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
CHILD WELFARE GRAHAMSTOWN 

The Grade 8s will be running a 

donation drive for items to donate to 

Child Welfare Grahamstown and 

Nompumelelo Pre-school.  Please 

have a look at home this holiday for 

anything that you might like to 

donate next term. 

 

 
 

MAKANA VET CLINIC 
Recently, one of our old girls, Amy 

Jackson-Moss who is a vet at the 

Makana Vet Clinic wrote a very 

personal and heart-breaking story 

about the importance of sterilising 

dogs in order to lessen the number of 

unwanted dogs in our community 

who would then need to be homed 

or put down.   

Amy used this story to introduce her 

backabuddy campaign to ask 

people to donate to the fund so that 

she can sterilise as many dogs in our 

community as possible.  This story 

went global and was even shared by 

a celebrity! We are very proud to 

know Amy and would like to appeal 

to our school community to assist with 

her cause.   

If you would like to donate you can 

do so at this link: 

https://www.backabuddy.co.za/ma

kana-veterinary-clinic  

 

Read her story here: 

https://bit.ly/3iltnvL  

 

 
 

 

ID/STUDY PERMITS 
 

South Africans of 16 years and older 

should apply for an ID card at their 

closest Home Affairs office at no 

cost.  The parent must be present 

when the application is 

made.  Learners gain entry to their 

NSC examination in Grade 12 with an 

ID card, so it is non-negotiable. 

 

Foreign learners should have a valid 

Study Permit to gain entry to their NSC 

examination in Grade 12. 

 

TEXTBOOKS 
 

An urgent appeal to parents/ 

guardians to encourage their 

daughters/wards to take good care 

of the textbooks that they borrow 

from the school.   

Textbooks that are lost cause an 

unnecessary financial burden on 

households.   

Every item lost/not returned by the 

end of the 2021 school year will carry 

a replacement cost of 

R220.  Textbook prices have 

increased dramatically and in 2022 

the replacement cost will be raised to 

R250 per item.  

 

For 2021 our school was allocated 

R8001 for the purchase of textbooks 

by the Department of Education.  In 

addition the school budget has had 

to pay R88 716.60 to buy new 

textbooks for 2021.  

 

Textbooks should be covered in 

good plastic (which learners can get 

from the Book Room at 

school).  Learners should have 

school bags which are appropriate 

for the number of books carried 

inside and they should support the 

textbooks.  Learners can rent a book 

locker at school for R10 for the year 

to ensure that bags are not over 

filled.    

 

Learners must not exchange 

textbooks with others.  Names should 

be written into all the textbooks. 

 

 

LEAVING VG? 

 
Please inform the principal 

immediately if your daughter or ward 

will not be returning to VG in 2022, or 

will be leaving the hostel.  Please do 

so via email to principal@vghs.co.za 

as soon as possible. 

 

PROTECTION OF PERSONAL 

INFORMATION (POPI) ACT: 
 

Please note that in terms of the 

Protection of Personal Information 

Act (POPI), parents/ guardians and 

learners are reminded to update all 

information with the school should 

this change at any time.   

 

In addition, all parents/guardians 

should please note that should they 

prefer that their daughter/ward not 

appear in school photos or 

publications (including the 

newsletter and social media), they 

should write a brief email stating as 

much to principal@vghs.co.za. 

 

Finally, parents/guardians must 

please be aware that as a feeder 

school to the Johan Carinus Art 
Centre (a fabulous asset available to 

VG learners) VG has to share learner 

information with them.  This applies to 

all learners who take an art subject 

taught by JCAC staff. 

https://www.backabuddy.co.za/makana-veterinary-clinic
https://www.backabuddy.co.za/makana-veterinary-clinic
https://bit.ly/3iltnvL
mailto:principal@vghs.co.za
mailto:principal@vghs.co.za


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 

 
We are pleased that many members 

of our school community have been 

vaccinated against Covid-19 to date 

and we would like to encourage 

everyone who is eligible, and has not 

yet been vaccinated, to register for 

the vaccination as soon as possible.   

 

 

Although not eventful, this term has 

taught us gratitude and at Denise 

Long we have made it a point to 

spend our days being hopeful and 

optimistic about the future. We 

enthusiastically welcomed our new 

‘old’ girl, Jami Weeber back to the 

hostel and it has been a joy having 

her back with us. Emma Gush 

participated in an adventurous and 

exciting weekend hike with other girls 

from school as part of the President’s 

Award and Xabisa Nkani made us 

proud by obtaining a Gold 

certificate in her ceramic art class. 

Our Grade 8 weekly boarder, 

SipheSihle Khumalo continues to 

reach for new heights in her 

academics. Morgan Darlow and 

Emma Gush returned back to the Top 

10 as 7th and 8th respectively. 

Lizandre Isaacs continues to inspire 

and make us proud. She has shown 

herself to be strong and resilient and 

we are incredibly proud of her. 

None of this would be possible 

without our amazing Student 

Supervisor Ms Yamkelani Sopapaza. 

Ms S is a constant source of support, 

fun and love and even with her own 

studies, she always has time for the 

girls in Denise Long, and we thank her 

for this. 

At Barnard House the girls enjoyed 

their communal times together.  In 

down times they kept themselves 

entertained by playing board games 

and watching movies and enjoyed 

one or two pool days too! 

 

 
 

Over at Renfrew and Eleanor Brown 

House the girls organised a 

pampering session where they set up 

different sections for different services 

including nails, make-up and 

massaging stations!  They thoroughly 

enjoyed it and it was a great way to 

get to know each other even better.  

More activities followed in the form of 

movie nights, game nights and a 

hostel awards evening.  The highlight 

of these was the Indigenous Games 

Evening where the girls played 

“Umdudla” on the hockey field. 

 

 
 

In our hostels the girls continue to 

entertain themselves with fun and 

colourful photoshoots, leaving them 

with a ton of pictures to share on 

social media and with family and 

friends. The communal atmosphere is 

a blessing to all who live in our 

boarding houses, and we are 

grateful to all our staff who assist with 

keeping the boarders safe and 

happy. All the girls have been 

incredible this term and we are proud 

of each and every one of them.  May 

they continue to reach for new 

heights and find joy in being better 

versions of themselves.  We wish them 

a happy holiday and look forward to 

seeing them soon! 

MY SCHOOL CARD 

A reminder to all parents to activate 

and use their My School Card as 

every swipe generates a small 

percentage of money for VG.  You 

can add up to three beneficiaries to 

your MySchool Card.  This money 

goes into the VGHS Benevolent Fund 

which is used for a variety of different 

activities e.g. purchasing of 

toiletries for girls in need.  

In Grahamstown/Makhanda the 

following places are all part of the 

programme: 

 

Woolworths, Engen One Stop Shop, 

Foto First and Wallace’s Pharmacy. 

 

This year we have raised: R3384.05 
 

 
 

VG’S FACEBOOK AND 

INSTAGRAM PAGES 

 
Like and follow our Facebook and 

Instagram pages for all the latest 

news.  Click the icon to follow the link 

to our page. 

 

 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 

We welcome and appreciate 

communication and feedback from 

parents and guardians. Please 

contact your daughter/ward’s 

teacher or Grade Head directly by 

using their personalised VGHS email 

address.  You can contact the office 

at office@vghs.co.za and they will 

refer your query to the relevant 

person. 

 

 

mailto:office@vghs.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/victoriagirls
http://www.vghs.co.za


 

 

KRISTEN WEHR 
 

Sadly, this will be the last address 

from me. As great as it was serving 

the school, I am also excited to 

approach the final term of what has 

felt to be an exceptionally long term. 

Term 3 has seen prelims and 

streaming and has been busy, to say 

the least. However, I have no doubt 

that despite the hardships, VG as a 

community has still achieved in their 

own way. On a personal level, it is 

also imperative now to highlight any 

weaknesses you may have incurred 

and focus on those things in order to 

improve yourself. It is now more 

important than ever to keep yourself 

motivated for the final stretch of the 

year. My strong advice is to take this 

little break to restore your mental 

health and get the rest you deserve, 

my matrics especially. Term 4 

definitely has a lot in store so make 

sure that you are well prepared and 

ready to tackle it with all the 

necessary grit.  

 

It has honestly been a great honour 

to serve a school that I love with my 

all my heart and to have one of the 

best student bodies, any school 

captain could ask for.  

 

Let’s continue to make 2021 a great 

one against the odds, true to our VG 

vigour and nature!  

 

Lots of love 

Kristen 

 

 

Dear VG Community 

 

Despite the Covid-19 restrictions 

faced over the last few months, we 

have still had a very busy and 

successful term.  Congratulations to 

all the girls who entered various 

Olympiads and competitions, you 

have made us all proud and shown 

great initiative. 

In light of the Grade 12 final NSC 

exams which are scheduled to 

begin at the end of October, I would 

like to strongly urge all members of 

our school community who are over 

the age of 18 (including learners) to 

get the Covid-19 vaccine.  This will 

greatly reduce the risk of learners or 

members of their households testing 

positive for the virus – which will 

detrimentally affect their ability to 

write their exams. At this stage, 

should a learner miss an exam, they 

will only have the opportunity to 

make it up in June 2022 – and will 

therefore only receive their Matric 

Certificate at that time. 

From the first day of Term 4 all Grade 

8s and 9s will return to school and we 

will hopefully see the end of 

streaming for this year.  I urge all 

learners to utilise their time wisely in 

the first few weeks of the term and to 

work closely with their teachers so 

that we can see an 

overall improvement in results across 

all grades.  Well done to all those 

who continue to give of their best.  

I would like to thank the staff of VG 

for all their hard work and dedication 

over the last term and I wish you all a 

safe and restful holiday, so that you 

can come back refreshed and 

ready to see the year out as best you 

can. 

 
Mr Schmidt 

 

In August we ran a series of Teacher Features on our social media platforms.  

One question we asked all our staff was: 

“What is your favourite thing about VG?” 

 

 


