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Staff

Back Row:

Ms J. Lloyd-Jones, Mr S. Mkhize, Mr S. Jasson, Ms C. Freysen

Fourth Row:

Ms N. Starbuck, Ms L. Jaji, Ms T. Blumberg, Mr B. Yendall, Ms N. Czeredrecki-Schmidt, Ms B. Mdlankomo-

Mqamelo, Ms D. Smuts

Third Row:

Ms E. Farquhar, Ms J. Frazer, Mr W. Schmidt, Ms L. Bengis-Wright, Ms K. McCrindle

Second Row:

Ms M. Hartley, Ms K. Burton, Ms S. Van Niekerk, Ms D. Van Heerden, Ms K. Gillam, Ms L. Williams, Mr D.

Stoloff

Front Row:

Ms S. Vlandir, Ms N. Boqwana, Ms K. Africa, Dr S. Hanton

Administrative Staff:

Ms P. Werth (Financial Manager)

Ms R. Strauss (Financial Assistant)

Ms R. Fourie (Secretary)

Ms T. O'Brien (Personal Assistant to the Principal)

Ms L. Marachel (Hostel Administrator)

Maintenance & Grounds Staff:

Mr M. Van Wyk (Manager)

Mr A. Moni (Assistant Manager)

Hostel Staff:

Ms R. Michaels (Renfrew and Eleanor Brown

House Matron)

Ms S. Dampies (Barnard House Matron)

Ms T. Jamela (Barnard House Mother)





Portfolio Heads

Back Row:  

Christina Adzraku (Head of Publicity); Athandile Stamper

(Deputy Head Girl; Head of Discipline)

Front Row:

Catherine Frost (Head of Uniform and Hair); Culumanco

Kwatsha (Head of Co-Curricular and Spirit); Kristen Wehr

(School Captain; Head of Inclusivity and Diversity); Mr W.

Schmidt (Principal)



Matric Class of 2021

The matric class of 2021 has seen an interesting and

relatively eventful year. We started off with a hearty

welcome from the staff and the rest of the school

and almost immediately our crazy journey began. 

Still grappling with the effects of the Covid-19

pandemic, yet determined to learn wisely from the

experience of the class of 2020, we knew that we

had a lot to do. Hard work and perseverance for

our final stretch was the dominant thought in

everyone's head and even amidst the sometimes-

merciless workload we found our time to have fun

and to make memories we were sure to cherish. 

Some of the more relaxed and memorable events

include our speed dating with grade 8s event. Just

as the pandemic was affecting our senior year, so

was it affecting our youngest VG students, and we

figured a great way to help them ease a bit into

their new environment was to meet their seniors. It

was a really fun event on Vicky's lawn and

thoroughly enjoyed by all who participated. 

On the more sentimental side of things, events of

note were the receiving of our Old Girl badges as

well as a special matric cloth unique to the class of

2021 that was half green and half blue to signify the

reuniting of our two streams that dominated most of

the 2020 academic year. We were finally beginning

to feel like we had made it, we truly survived

through most of high school. 

One of our next big events was the leadership day

course that we attended at school. While it was a

great way to knock off a day of formal lessons and

relax a bit, the course was also an educational one.

The entire day was planned perfectly by Ms

McCrindle and Ms Retief to help with some self-

reckoning and development which made for a very

rich experience. Fortunately for the class of 2022,

we had a bit more leniency from national

restrictions in terms of school attendance and event

plausibility. While we were still missing out in

competitive sports, normal house events and iconic

spirit sessions we clung to the bit of normalcy we

had and with help from the staff and the school

many things became possible that we only could

dream about in the beginning of the year, or last

year, for that matter. 

A slightly unconventional 40 Day tea was

celebrated towards the end of our year in 4th term

where the matrics were allowed to dress up

according to the theme “Alter Ego” which won the

majority vote. The grade came dressed up as all

kinds of characters, some fictional, some just inner

personalities and we all enjoyed a great lunch at

the pavilion after giving thanks to our teachers for

the wonderful time they have given us. 

Another exceptional surprise was the planning of

our Sundowners event organized by our Grade 11s

as an alternative to our missed Matric Farewell

Dance. The event was spectacular and the Grade

12s showed off their smart casual denim and white,

never known to disappoint anyway. The Grade 11s

made sure the night was fantastic and everyone,

including the teachers, had a blast. Who ever

knew that our Big Quad could look so elegant? A

huge thank you to Ms Williams and her grade for

that one. 

Most of us had already given up on the idea of a

formal mass scale event like our traditional prize

giving ceremonies at the monument or our

valedictory service in the hall. However, the school

once again went above and beyond to give us as

a grade a makeshift Valedictory and Prize Giving

Ceremony on the field at the pavilion. A swift and

smooth event that did the job it needed to even

through the boiling sun beating down on us. We

were extremely grateful as a grade to celebrate

our achievements together and close off our final

year together. Fortunately, some sort of tradition

was held onto with the sprinkler fun the grade

participated in after the service. What a great

excuse to cool down after burning under the sun

too! 

Obviously, throughout the course of the year our

main focus was on getting through the subject

content we needed and making the most of our

time academically in preparation for the final

exams. It was often gruesome, it sometimes felt

unbearable and nobody truly knows the hard work

matric takes but we got through it and we got

through finals all in one piece. 

As a grade we also had our hiccups, some would

argue slightly more than most. Because the class of

2021 was a year of strong individuals, opinionated

and steady people all thrown into one mix is bound

to hit some sort of disaster, but all of those made us

stronger, individually as well. 

Life wouldn't be what it is without problems and the

ability to overcome that is more important than

anything else. While different people will have

different responses to their experience of school,

the fact remains that VG left an impact on us. 

Hopefully now the class of 2021 can relax after an

intense finals period and prepare themselves for

the whole new world of possibilities vastly

approaching them in the years to come. 

By Kristen Wehr and Athi Stamper
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Grade 11 Report

This year was packed with many thrilling

moments. We kickstarted term 3 with

Heritage Day celebrations in which

learners proudly celebrated their

cultures through traditional attire. The

day ended on a good note with a fun

filled spirit session! 

The Sundowners event, hosted by the

grade 11s, was an unforgettable night as

the matrics celebrated their last days in

high school. 

Another highlight was the yellow T-

Fridays when girls wore yellow t-shirts to

promote and encourage the

community to get vaccinated against

Covid-19. 

We also enjoyed playing grade games

with Mr Jasson which showed how

competitive we really are! We

showcased our VG spirit with a

combined spirit session with the grade

10s at which we sang our hearts out. 

We also had lively team building sessions

in which we got to work together and

got to know each other as a grade.

Lastly, the grade assembly at which girls

were awarded prizes for their

outstanding achievements throughout

the year took place just before we

settled down to write our final Grade 11

exams.

Despite the circumstances, 2021 was still

a memorable year for us and we are

looking forward to next year’s

challenges and celebrations as the

matric class of 2022!

By Jil Msindo





Grade 10 Report

2021 has been a tough yet rewarding

year. Very few events could take place,

but we appreciated the ones that did. 

Slipper Day was held in the first term for

the whole school to raise money for the

Reach for a Dream Foundation. Girls

were able to come in civvies and

slippers for the day. From this, we were

able to donate R4380 to this foundation!

On 5 November, the Grade 10s had their

own Prize Giving event. The hall looked

so beautiful with the Carinus Art girls’

pieces. Their textile prints, ceramics,

paintings and sculptures were displayed

showing off their talents. The Drama girls

performed their skit called “The Heist”,

Siphosethu Mtyapi played her violin

giving us warmth in our hearts and Jamie

Weeber sang a beautiful song that gave

us a lump in our throats. The two

marimba bands were so lively and

ended the prize giving with an exciting

beat! The RCL members said kind words

and wished their grade the best for

exams. 

Masi Ntombela, Mandi Musekiwa,

Amahle Nqabeni and Avuye Snam

represented the Grade 10s from VG at

the Remembrance Day event on

Sunday, 7 November. 

On 8 November, a number of Grade 10

learners attended the PJ Olivier

vaccination day to get their first dose of

Pfizer and we are hoping more girls will

choose to be vaccinated in the

holidays.

We are very much looking forward to

next year, and are excited for what 2022

has in store for us!

By Ms Starbuck





Grade 9 Report

Perseverance was the name of the game

for the Grade 9s of 2021. With all the

uncertainty around the pandemic and the

streaming of classes at the beginning of the

year, the Grade 9s sure knew how to keep

the energy alive. If you could hear clapping

and cheering during lessons, you could

always bet that it was a Grade 9 class.

Unfortunately, sports events and cultural

activities were unable to take place this

year, but we were lucky enough to witness a

few students showcase their talent at the

Grade 9 Prize Giving. We were blown away

by Ayathanda Mbuyephi, Tatum Strydom,

Ikho Tomi, Othandwayo Ntshoko, Lunje

Hoboshe, Indiphile Lombo, Kaede Bridger,

Cheree Lisher, Phoebe Bunyan, Sikelelwe

Notyesi, Lindokuhle Ndwayana, Lavela

Witbooi, Ubukho Siyokwana, Unakho

Magisbisela, and Ms Hartley who also made

an appearance with her awesome violin

accompaniment.

The Grade 9s had to give some thought to

their future as they chose their subjects for

Grade 10. A big thank you to Dr Hanton for

her time and effort put into making sure

each learner was accommodated.

It goes without saying that the source of

vibrance and energy amongst the Grade 9s

came from Ms Africa. No matter the

weather, she was always able to make us

laugh and taught us to not sweat the small

stuff. A big thank you must also go to Ms van

Heerden and Ms Gilliam who played a vital

role in supporting the Grade 9s this year.

To the Grade 9s of 2021, you have made us

proud. Good luck for 2022 and have fun.

Never lose your enthusiasm, and most

importantly, work together! 

By Ms Blumberg



Grade 8 Report

New year, new school!

On 15 February 2021 we met the class of

2025. Man, what a year!

On our first day, we were filled with

nerves and excitement. We got a warm

welcome from Mr Schmidt, Mr Mkhize,

our class teachers and our fellow

learners. We sat in the hall and were told

what was needed of us and what to

expect. We got lost multiple times in the

first term, but we ended up settling in

quickly. Due to the covid restrictions, we

were streaming our classes and so we

got to know the people in our streams at

first – and let’s not forget the HUGE

envelopes we had to wear! We started

meeting our subject teachers and

getting used to our surroundings. Then

there were changes to our timetables,

which confused us, but we got the hang

of it, don’t you think?

At the start of term 2, we were still

streamed, but towards the end we got

to see some new faces. Our classes got

bigger, new friends were made, sports

came back, new topics were taught,

you know … school! Friend groups were

formed, rivalry began to show, but that

was quickly sorted out – no need for

details. Then, out of the blue, we

needed to evacuate due to the taxi

strikes in town. Last, but not least, we

had a peer tutoring program as part of

academic support which was organised

by Mr Mkhize. This helped a lot of us to

achieve higher marks, and learn that we

are capable of anything!

Everyone came back to school for term

3 - no mor streaming! Later, we faced

our biggest obstacle once again: Covid-

19! There were numerous girls who

contracted Covid and by the end of the

week the hostel girls were sent home,

and the day girls were told to stay at

home. Yay! Home schooling! NO, not fun

– this affected our marks drastically! Day

girls were able to return a week before

the hostelites, and yes, back to

streaming. Soon after we returned, test

week arrived. Let’s also remember the

notorious looting incidents in KZN. What

an chaotic and stressful time for many.

The last term was the last time we saw

each other for 2021. Streaming was over,

ride-or-dies were found, and we

matured. A bit. Classes bonded, having

inside jokes, laughing and having fun.

Sports and cultural activities came back,

but not for long, because [pause for

dramatic effect], EXAMS. For some

reason the Grade 8s bonded more –

probably because of umgowo – but we

move. It was fun while it lasted.

We would like to give a big thanks to Mr

Mkhize for a fun and productive year,

our register class teachers, our subject

teachers and of course, the learners for

the good laughs and tiring work.

Another year has come to an end but

that means another school year arrives.

2022, hope to see you … Grade 9s!

 

By Qayiya Poto
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23 April 2021, Volume 21 #1 

Our Vision:  At VGHS we support and respect one another in a 

safe and happy environment.  Our broad spectrum of activities 

and facilities enriches all, as we strive for excellence. 

 

Dear VG Community 

We have finally come to the end of 

the first term for 2021, and incredibly 

it feels like it has been the whole 

year already.  VG started school on 

Monday, 15 February (with teachers 

having returned to work two weeks 

earlier) and continued with the 

streamed grade system from last 

year.  We then saw the full time 

return of the Grade 12 and then 

Grade 11 classes during the term 

and look forward to welcoming our 

Grade 8 to 10 classes back full time 

from day one of Term 2. 

This year we have tried to focus on 

inclusivity, which has opened some 

difficult conversations that we hope 

to pursue over the remainder of the 

year.  This process will hopefully be 

aided by the new Grade 12 

Leadership Committee focused on 

Diversity and Inclusivity, and 

bolstered by seminars and 

workshops for staff and learners in 

this field.  

While we are still not sure when, or 

even if, we will be able to return to a 

full, ‘normal’ programme at VG, we 

are starting to see the gradual return 

of a full academic and co-curricular 

programme.  That said, please bear 

in mind that our primary concern 

remains the health and safety of 

our staff and learners (and, by 

extension, their families), so we will 

continue to do all that we can to 

prioritise this above all else for the 

foreseeable future. 

A big thank you to all the staff who 

have been working so hard from 

the beginning of the year to ensure 

that quality teaching and learning 

continues and also ensuring the 

safety of the girls is a priority at all 

times.   We are grateful for the role 

that each staff member has played 

and hope that everyone is able to 

get some rest over the course of 

the next week. 

I hope that you have a restful and 

calm break – enjoying the time 

spent with family and friends.  We 

look forward to welcoming the full 

school back with renewed strength 

and energy from the start of the 

new term. 

Please remember to stay safe, 

social distance, wash your hands 

and wear your masks at all times. 

 

 
 

Mr Schmidt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are welcoming all grades 

back full time from day one on 

Monday, 3 May 2021. This means 

the girls are no longer streamed, 

they come to school every day.  

 

Girls must please continue to 

sanitise their hands, wear their 

masks and social distance. School 

will end at 13:45 and those that 

are involved with co-curriculars, 

they will end by 16:15 from 

Monday to Thursday.  

 

Co-curriculars will start to happen 

in a gradual fashion, but currently 

purely on a voluntary basis. 

 

 

 

ID/Study permits 
 

South Africans of 16 years and 

older should apply for an ID card 

at their closest Home Affairs office 

at no cost.  The parent must be 

present when the application is 

made.  Learners gain entry to their 

NSC examination in Grade 12 with 

an ID card, so it is non-negotiable. 

 

Foreign learners should have a 

valid Study Permit to gain entry to 

their NSC examination in Grade 

12. 

 

COMING UP... 
 

Sun 2 May:     Hostels open at 15:00 

 

Mon 3 May:   Term 2 starts (Day 1) 

 

Fri 7 May:       Slipper Day 

 

Fri 14 May:     Gr 12 Leadership Day 

 

Tue 18 May:   Afrikaans Olympiad 

 

Fri 21 May:     Portfolio Head Camp 

 

Fri 11 June:     Leave out weekend 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The VGHS class of 2020 has done 

themselves and the school proud 

with their final examination results, 

especially as the year was filled 

with grief, loss and much 

uncertainty. 

We are the ONLY public school in 

the Grahamstown/Makhanda area 

to get a 100% pass rate. The 

learners achieved an 81% 

Bachelors pass rate and there were 

72 subject A symbols. 

We are incredibly proud of Eleanor 

Amner and Yolanda Petse who 

both achieved an A aggregate – 

that’s over 80% as averages! 

Special mention to the high 

achievers: Nicola Kroese (5 A’s), 

Likhona Mpepo (4 A’s), Siwe 

Mhlekwa (4 A’s), Thandile Mabija (4 

A’s), Tammy Cannon (3 A’s) and 

Eden Hendricks (3 A’s). 

We are truly happy and proud of 

the girls for working hard and 

putting in effort with regards to their 

academics – hard work does 

indeed pay off! 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the members of 

the School Governing Body.  Their 

term of office started on 14 April.  

  

Mr Schmidt                   Principal 

Mr Kuhlane             Chairperson 

Ms Bettridge             Deputy  

Ms Edwards             Treasurer 

Ms Retief             Secretary 

Mr Bradley                    Parent 

Ms Dewar                     Parent 

Mr Nnadozie                Parent 

Ms Sias                          Parent 

Ms Boqwana                Educator 

Mr Magwala                Non-Edu Staff 

Ms Stamper                  Learner 

Ms Wehr                        Learner 

Ms Werth                       Ex-officio 

Mr Ramsden                 Co-opted 
 

 

 

 

An urgent appeal to 

parents/guardians/care-givers to 

encourage learners to take good 

care of the textbooks that they 

borrow from the school.  Textbooks 

that are lost cause an unnecessary 

financial burden on 

households.  Every item lost/not 

returned by the end of the 2021 

school year will carry a replacement 

cost of R220.  Textbook prices have 

increased dramatically and in 2022 

the replacement cost will be raised 

to R250 per item.  

 

For 2021 our school was allocated 

R8001 for the purchase of textbooks 

by the Department of Education.  In 

addition the school budget has had 

to pay R88 716.60 to buy new 

textbooks for 2021.  

 

Textbooks should be covered in 

good plastic (which learners can get 

from the Book Room at 

school).  Learners should have 

school bags which are appropriate 

for the number of books carried 

inside and they should support the 

textbooks.  Learners can rent a book 

locker at school for R10 for the year 

to ensure that bags are not over 

filled.    

Learners must not exchange 

textbooks with others.  Names 

should be written into all the 

textbooks. 
 

 

 

 

As we know that there are many 

amazing authors amongst old girls 

and so we thought it would be 

fantastic to have a bookcase in 

the office area showcasing books 

written by them!  It could be a 

recent or an old publication. 

 

The idea is to give hope to present 

learners who are budding authors 

that they too could have a book 

published.  

 

If you know of any old girls who are 

willing to donate a copy of their 

book to us we would be very 

appreciative.  A signed copy, with 

the year they left VG, would be 

even better!   

 

 

 

 

 

It was wonderful that we could get 

back a small part of normality this 

term by restarting some co-

curriculars that we felt could be 

done safely.  It was even better 

when restrictions relaxed more so 

that Netball and Hockey could 

play internal matches and very 

socially-distanced choir practices 

could resume. 

 

It has been good for the soul to 

hear singing and marimba music in 

the school again and see games 

happening outside!  Next term, a 

few more co-curriculars will be 

added and the Library will be open 

in the afternoons. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These are the term dates provided 

by the Department of Education for 

this year. 

 

Term 1: Mon 15 Feb – Fri 23 April 

 

Term 2: Mon 3 May – Fri 9 July 

 

Term 3: Mon 26 July – Fri 1 Oct 

 

Term 4: Mon 11 Oct – Wed 15 Dec 
 

 

 

 

In 2020, ESKOM Science Expo 

shifted to a virtual platform to 

accommodate the national 

lockdown levels in South Africa.  

 

Siphosethu Mtyapi (currently in 

Grade 10), was the only VG learner 

to complete her digital project in 

time for judging, and as there were 

no Regional Expos last year, she 

was entered into the SADAC 

Region's International Science Fair. 

 

Congratulations on achieving a 

Bronze Award at the 2020 ISF, 

Siphosethu! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GRADE 12 

1. Jaden Keulder 

2. Kristen Wehr 

3. Athandile Stamper 

4. Khanyisa Gama 

5. Sisipho Jimmy 

Amyoli Simani 

7. Culumanco Kwatsha 

8. Cassidy Doyle 

Sidney-Faye Wiggett Newton 

10. Christina Adzraku 

 

GRADE 11 

 

1. Tosca Stoloff  

2. Wafa Rizvi 

3. Jil Msindo 

Roslyn Stobbs 

5.    Kamvelihle Ncula 

6. Phumelela George 

7. Cody Bettridge 

8. Sambesiwe Mbambo 

9. Rachel Brunette 

10. Iqra Hayat 

 

GRADE 10 

 

1. Hlumelo Gaqa 

2. Courtney Jacobs 

3. Ishka Fullarton 

4. Siphosethu Mtyapi 

5. Lathitha Gxekwa 

6. Sibulele Kulati 

7. Lathi-Tha Stofile 

8. Jasmyn Magabie 

9. Sinovuyo Mtsishe 

10. Chanté Shaw 

 

GRADE 9 

 

1. Sikelelwe Notyesi 

2. Cheree Lisher 

3. Iminathi Mapuma 

4. Lorena Jass 

5. Khazimla Hempe 

6. Mamadae Bitso 

7. Lama Mbiko 

8. Zisanda Kesa 

Sivuyisiwe Masingile 

Ubukho Siyokwana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 8 

 

1. Rutendo Chakona 

2. Qayiya Poto 

3. Siphesihle Khumalo 

4. Azosule Kanana 

5.    Danika Lensley 

  6.   Catherine Robert 

       Leandri Smit 

  8.   Uyathandwa Mqokeli 

  9.   Kendra May 

10.   Sydney Edwards 

         
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following 

girls who have been awarded 

scholarships for 2021: 

 

 

Grade 9: Sikelelwe Notyesi 

 

Grade 10: Hlumela Gaqa and 

Courtney Jacobs 

 

Grade 11: Tosca Stoloff 

 

Grade 12: Jaden Keulder 

 

Sport: Cody-Ann Bettridge 

 

Cultural: Onke Sentile 

 

2020 VP Head Girl: Tara Bettridge 

 

2019 VP Head Girl and Dux Scholar:  

Kaede Bridger 

 

 

 

 



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ELEANOR BROWN & RENFREW 

 

On our first weekend back, we had 

a meet and greet with some cake 

and coffee. This was lovely as the 

old girls met the new girls in hostel. 

On Saturday the 27th of February 

we held a Games Night. Girls were 

spoilt with snacks, popcorn, and 

sweet treats. With COVID 

restrictions in mind, the girls were 

divided into 3 separate groups to 

limit the numbers then rotated 

between 3 stations with a variety of 

games.   

 

On the 6th of March, the girls had a 

movie night. This is always a winner 

as the girls always enjoy it! The 

following weekend, the girls played 

indigenous games on the field on 

Saturday afternoon from 16:00 to 

17:45. They really enjoyed it. It was 

very noisy, but it was good. What a 

joy! After supper, the girls ate ice 

cream cones in the quad. 

Considering all their fun on the field 

and the hostel so hot, they could 

just enjoy that moment.  

 

On the 20th of March, still on our 

quest of developing the girls 

socially through interaction, we 

had an arts and crafts day to work 

on paintings and DIY. We also 

made stress balls. It was messy but 

the girls enjoyed socialising and 

had fun! Just before the leave out 

weekend, we had an Easter Egg 

Hunt for the girls. Much fun, 

laughter and excitement came 

from that. As a positive gesture 

some girls shared their treasures 

with others that did not get a lot.  

 

In our continued effort to 

encourage girls to interact and 

develop socially on Saturday the 

10th of April we held a V-Show. The 

girls took part in the modelling 

contest and displayed their talents 

through singing and dancing. It 

was a very joyful evening which we 

most certainly enjoyed and 

benefited from.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BARNARD HOUSE 

 

We had movie nights at the hostel 

this term where the whole hostel 

watched movies, enjoyed 

muffins, hot chocolate and 

popcorn.  

 

The girls also had an Easter Egg 

Hunt a week before the girls left for 

the leave out weekend. The girls 

also went swimming on hot 

summer days, which they really 

enjoyed and felt refreshed. 

 

On behalf of myself and the hostel 

staff, we would like to wish the girls 

a wonderful holiday. Enjoy the time 

with your family. See you back 

soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DENISE LONG HOUSE 

 

We had the pleasure of welcoming 

two new boarders to our family 

bringing the total number of girls in 

the hostel to 4. We continue to 

create an intimate and safe space 

which is conducive for academic 

excellence, growth and truckloads 

of fun.  

 

COVID-19 has made it difficult for 

us to plan anything as the term 

timetable is fluid and there’s only 

so much we can do with the 

regulations in place. However, our 

wonderful house mother, Lois 

Marechal, led us in a mini pad 

drive we had. It would bring us so 

much delight to actually plan more 

community engagement events 

and other fun interactive events 

not only with the Grahamstown 

community but with other boarders 

as well. We are looking forward to 

what the rest of the year is going to 

bring us.  

 

Message of encouragement: as 

we end of the term, remember to 

always be grateful and show 

gratitude for what you have and 

be content with where you are. 

Some people have not been so 

fortunate to see the light of day. 

Stay blessed. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MY SCHOOL CARD 

A reminder to all parents to 

activate and use their My School 

Card as every swipe generates a 

small percentage of money for 

VG.  You can add up to three 

beneficiaries to your MySchool 

Card.  This money goes into the 

VGHS Benevolent Fund which is 

used for a variety of different 

activities e.g. purchasing of 

toiletries for girls in need. In 

Grahamstown/Makhanda the 

following places are all part of the 

programme: 

Woolworths, Engen One Stop Shop, 

Foto First and Wallace’s Pharmacy. 

 
 

VG’S FACEBOOK AND 

INSTAGRAM PAGES 

 
Follow our Facebook and 

Instagram pages for all the latest 

news. 

 

@vghs_2020 

 

victoriagirls 
 

 

COMMUNICATION 
 

We welcome and appreciate 

communication and feedback 

from parents and guardians. 

Please contact your 

daughter/ward’s teacher or 

Grade Head directly by using their 

personalised VGHS email address.  

The office@vghs.co.za email 

address is also operational at this 

time. 

 
 

D6+ CONNECT 

 

Please note we are no longer 

using the D6 app for 

communication. 
 

 

CHRISTINA ADZRAKU 
 

 

Grade 8 and 12 Speed Dating 

 

Earlier on in the term, the streamed 

Grade 8 and 12 learners took part 

in a "Speed Dating" session with 

each other as a substitute for the 

traditional Grade 8 Fun Afternoon, 

held by the Grade 12’s.  

 

The Grade 12’s gave advice and 

encouragement to the Grade 8 

learners for the year ahead, 

leaving them feeling more relaxed 

about meeting the Grade 12's and 

feeling more comfortable about 

their new educational space. We 

wish them well for their high school 

journey at VGHS! 
 

 

Grade 12 Fun Day 

 

On the 15th of April, the Portfolio 

Heads organised an interactive 

WEP session for themselves and 

their fellow Matrics. The session was 

to create a sense of unity amongst 

the girls by making them 

participate in a "get-to-know-me" 

competition in groups of peers 

they would not usually interact with 

on a daily basis.  

 

This evoked a level of 

competitiveness in each learner 

and allowed them to learn a few 

new things about each other. The 

session left the learners feeling 

excited for the flex session and 

determined to be victorious. It was 

a successful afternoon and ended 

the term on a positive note.  
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A poem written by a Grade 11 

learner: 

 

Time  

 

For the longest while, 

time was my enemy. 

Her power was so great, 

in every battle she conquered me. 

 

I was convinced she hated my 

smile, because, when I was sad 

she’d stay for a while. 

Yet when I was happy, 

She’d leave me every time. 

I was confused by her vibe, 

So I decided to ask her why she’d 

do this. 

 

She said, ‟you know what your 

problem is?” 

it’s that you think I’m against you, 

when I’m actually rooting for you. 

You think I’m trying to break you 

down, when I’ve been building you 

up. 

You think I’m trying to hurt you, 

when all I’ve been doing is healing 

you. 

 

You never see what I do, 

I love the smile on your face, 

but you must learn to keep it. 

I hate the bad days, 

but you must learn to embrace 

them. 

 

You never learn from our journey, 

Because you just want to see the 

destination. 

I love your smile, it’s my biggest 

adoration. 

And I’m your friend, 

I was never your competition. 

 

-Anon 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please support the Grade 10 

Fundraiser on Friday 7th May 2021. 

 

The proceeds will go to Reach for 

a Dream Foundation. 

 

Please pay R20 at the office or via 

the app and get your sticker from 

Ms Starbuck. You can come to 

school in civvies and slippers for the 

day. You can also claim a free 

Wimpy Coffee after school. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ms Hartley welcomed her beautiful 

baby girl, Amelia, on the 5th of 

February this year. We enjoyed her 

visit during the term. We are 

looking forward to welcoming her 

into VGHS in 2035! 

 

 
 

KRISTEN WEHR 

 

Greetings school  

 

We've finally come to a point 

where Term1 2021 is another 

finished chapter in our journey, and 

what an adventure this term has 

been! For some, such as the Grade 

12's and 11's have returned to a 

slight normalcy with our classes no 

longer being streamed. It's very 

comforting to have all our 

classmates back and we hope the 

rest of the school can follow suit 

soon, though it has also meant a 

lot more hard work.  

 

This term has been a gritting one 

and in some ways tested our 

endurance and stamina. It 

wouldn't be a proper term without 

any challenges but as expected, 

we overcame them, individually or 

as a unit and as a fellow VG 

learner I feel proud and ready to 

face the year ahead with the 

determination of my peers. I hope 

every single person in the VG 

community, staff and learners 

enjoy this well-deserved break to 

their fullest extent so that we can 

all come back fresh and ready to 

tackle the next term that awaits, 

no matter how hard! 

  

Ramadan Mubarak to all our 

Islamic VG family, and here's to a 

prosperous start to your month of 

Ramadan! We wish you a 

reflective and blessed time with 

family and loved ones.  

Geniet die vakansie, rus lekker en 

gee jou brein 'n goeie blaaskans. 

Amade ngawe tyala. Makube 

chos' kube hele. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Our Vision:  At VGHS we support and respect one another in a 

safe and happy environment.  Our broad spectrum of activities 

and facilities enriches all, as we strive for excellence. 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

27 JUNE 2021 

 

In his address on 27 June, President 

Ramaphosa announced that 

“schools will start closing from 

Wednesday, 30 June 2021; and 

schools will be expected to be closed 

by the end of the week [Friday, 02 

July 2021]”.   The Minister for Basic 

Education, The Honourable Angie 

Motshekga, clarified on the morning 

of 28 June that the last school day for 

all learners will be on Wednesday (30 

June 2021).  Term 3 is expected to 

start on 19 July 2021 – a full week 

earlier than the revised annual 

calendar. 

 

This means that the last two days of 

exams have had to be shifted to the 

Tuesday (20 July) and Wednesday (21 

July) of the first week of Term 3.  

Monday, 19 July will be a normal 

teaching day for all learners (Day 1). 

 

OPENING OF SCHOOLS FOR  

TERM 3 
 

While the minister has indicated that 

school resumes on 19 July, we need 

to be aware that this could change, 

so please will all learners ensure that 

they have cleared their lockers and 

taken their textbooks home so that 

remote learning can occur should the 

return to school be delayed by more 

than one week.  Matric learners 

should have received work packs 

over the last few days to work on 

should this occur. 

 

REPORT COLLECTION 
Please note that reports for Term 2 will 

only be generated once all 

assessment is completed in Term 3.  

We will inform learners and parents of 

the process to collect reports closer 

to the time. 

 

CO-CURRICULARS 
Because of staff being involved in 

marks discussion meetings there will 

be no co-curriculars in the first week 

of Term 3. 
 

FOUNDERS WEEKEND 
Please note that we have taken the 

decision not to have Founders 

Weekend in August due to the rapid 

rise in Covid cases country-wide.  We 

will celebrate the reunion years for 

2021 and 2022 at Founders next year. 

 

 
Image: Emma Gush 

 

 

DIVERSITY & INCLUSIVITY 
Kristen Wehr 

 

 
Image: Erin Bradley 

 

As the Diversity and Inclusivity 

Committee we are devoted to 

promoting the idea of inclusivity 

within VG, as well as bringing to 

light the diverse backgrounds and 

identities of all our students.  

 

We started the year by creating 

posters about black consciousness 

and towards the end of the first 

term  we put up posters to wish our 

Islamic community well for 

Ramadan.    

 

To recognise Pride Month we 

thought it would be a great 

opportunity to celebrate the 

LGBTQIA+ communities. The matric 

class got involved with creating 

various posters which have been 

put up around the school. 
 

 

COMING UP... 
 

 

18 July: Hostels open 

19 July: School opens at 7:20 

DAY 1 (normal teaching day) 

20 July: Assessments from 1 July as per  

timetable. 

21 July: Assessments from 2 July as per 

 timetable. 

22 July: DAY 4 (normal teaching day) 

23 July: DAY 5 (normal teaching day) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CO-CURRICULAR & SPIRIT 
Culu Kwatsha 

This term the co-curricular and spirit 

committee took the responsibility of 

restoring the school's spirit after 

months of having very few of our 

usual activities. Outdoor sport sessions 

and spirit sessions with each grade 

and the committee members were 

held during break times and WEP, 

with great emphasis placed on 

ensuring that the new learners felt 

comfortable and were able to sing 

along with the rest of  the learners.  

We can now proudly say that on the 

grand stands VG spirit truly rules over 

us. 

 

Because we no longer see anyone’s 

smiles because of having to wear 

masks, we held a “Smile Day” on 10 

June on which we handed out smile 

stickers to everyone to cheer them 

up! 

 

 

 
 

PUBLICITY 
Christina Adzraku 

This term the publicity committee had 

the privilege of capturing all the 

spectacular moments at VG. The 

beauty behind a perfectly-timed 

picture can help highlight the 

positives amongst all the pandemic 

blues. All of these photos can be 

viewed on the Victoria Girls’ High 

School Facebook page (here: 

www.facebook.com/victoriagirls)  

and are definitely worth a look.  

 

Special mention must be made of 

capturing of the festivities held by the 

matric class celebrating Pride Month 

with all their different painted hands 

as organized by the Diversity and 

Inclusivity Committee.  

The Publicity committee members 

have also been putting up 

beautiful images around the 

school promoting some of our core 

VG values. The posters definitely 

make the talks amongst the 

learners and offer encouragement 

in tiny, but impactful, ways.  

 

A special thank you to Ms Hartley 

and Mrs Retief for all their help this 

term. The committee cannot wait 

to capture more #proudlyVG 

moments. 

 

 
 

DISCIPLINE 
Athi Stamper 

The Discipline committee is a long 

running VG committee that is 

dedicated to making the school 

run as smoothly as possible. 

 

In times such as a pandemic, 

chaos is all we seem to know so it 

isn't necessarily easy to bring order. 

The discipline committee 

members, however, have been 

determined to help the girls abide 

by the VG code of conduct, from 

as simple as walking down the 

corridors on the left-hand side, to 

ensuring that VG learners know 

and practice the life skill of 

punctuality. The discipline 

committee aims to instil a sense of 

orderly pride around the school. 

Behind all that the committee is 

designed for, is the goal to equip 

our students with imperative life 

skills starting with the tiniest things! 

 

HAIR AND UNIFORM 
Catherine Frost 

This term the hair and uniform 

committee showed immense 

dedication toward ensuring that 

neatness is kept by all learners at 

all times. Frequent checks took 

place with the guidance of the VG 

code of conduct. As the term went 

by there was a definite 

improvement in the learners as a 

collective.   

 

The hair and uniform committee 

helps us all to be the face of VG 

and true to our core values, so that 

we can embody pride and integrity 

right down to our white ankle socks! 

 

Thank you to Ms Cherry for all your 

guidance and support this term.  

 

PORTFOLIO HEAD CAMP 
By Christina Adzraku 

In May, the 2021 Portfolio Heads 

along with Ms Retief and Ms 

Boqwana travelled down to 

Assegai Trails for the portfolio head 

camp. The weekend was a 

wonderful learning experience 

filled with activities centred around 

introspection and growth. To our 

amazement we got the opportunity 

to meet the school's most famous 

icon, the giraffe standing high and 

tall.  

 

Some of the most fun parts about 

the weekend include teaching Ms 

Retief how to make a tiktok, having 

our school deputy head girl (Athi 

Stamper) get kicked out of her 

room by a spider and finding out 

that our school captain (Kristen 

Wehr) unfortunately cannot blow 

bubbles! All in all, it was great 

spending time with each other and 

planning ways we can better lead 

our school. We hope to carry out 

our new-found knowledge and 

perspective in practical ways 

moving forward. 

Thank you to the school for 

affording us this opportunity and to 

Ms Retief and Ms Boqwana for 

accompanying us and for all that 

they taught us. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/victoriagirls


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL OF 

LEARNERS (RCL) 
Congratulations to the following 

learners who have been elected 

onto the RCL: 

 

 
 

GRADE 12 LEADERSHIP 

DAY COURSE 
 On 14 May the Grade 12 class had 

the opportunity to spend time with 

their grade at school.  A wide variety 

of topics were touched on, including 

amongst others stress relief, skills 

needed in the workplace, and 

personal strengths.   

 

The over-arching message of the 

course was that every Grade 12 has 

the capacity to make a success of 

their year and their future, and carries 

the responsibility to reach out to 

others.  Everyone can and should 

make a contribution.   

 

Thank you to the school for the 

opportunity and the lunch provided 

and to Ms McCrindle and Ms Retief 

who planned and presented. 

 

 
 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT STAFF 

CONCERT 
Khanyisa Gama (Grade 12) 

On Friday the 4th of June, the VG 

music teachers put together a music 

concert showcasing their amazing 

musical talents. The concert also 

served as a final farewell to the gifted 

Ms Campbell, who filled in for Ms 

Hartley for the first four months of the 

year. Her passionate contribution to 

the school’s Music Department has 

left a lasting impact on the music 

students. 

 

In total six musical pieces were 

performed. Mr Mkhize performed 

three songs. His first piece was Lunge 

Dalei, an aria by Verdi. Mr Mkhize 

gave an astounding performance 

filled with passion. His second song 

Because by D'Haardelot was 

delivered flawlessly. Mr Mkhize's final 

performance was Be My Love, a love 

song. In his performance of the 

Academy Award nominated song, 

Mr Mkhize was able to convey the 

intense feelings associated with love. 

In all three of his performances, he 

was accompanied by the fantastic 

Ms Frazer on the piano. 

 

Mr Walwyn put together an amazing 

rendition of Fanfare of the Common 

Man by Aaron Copland. He made 

use of pre-recorded tracks using 

software to add new layers to the 

piece as he performed live with his 

trumpet. His interpretation of the 

piece was unique and he added 

elements such as a strong bass and 

harmonies that made the piece more 

appealing to the mostly 2000s-born 

audience. 

 

 
 

Ms Campbell (wowing all in her 

burgundy dress) performed two 

pieces. She started with a magical 

performance of Partita for Solo 

Violin No. 3 by Bach, an enchanting 

piece that gave images of fairies 

and stardust. She was not done yet. 

She closed off the concert with an 

eleven minute spectacular: 

Introduction; Rondo Capriccioso by 

Camille Saint-Saens. It was a 

goosebump-raising performance 

with meandering melodies laced 

with dark and mysterious 

undertones and it was delivered 

with an obvious passion for the 

craft. She was accompanied by Ms 

Frazer on the piano, providing an 

added mystery and intrigue to the 

piece. 

 

 
 

A huge thank you to the 

phenomenal music staff of VG for 

sharing their passion and talent with 

the music students and the VG staff 

who attended the concert. Thank 

you to Ms Hartley for being the MC 

for the afternoon.  

 

We wish Ms Campbell happiness in 

her future endeavors and we thank 

her for her contributions to the 

music department. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAREWELL 
 

At the end of July, we will bid 

farewell to Mr Walwyn.  Mr Walwyn 

joined the VG staff in January 2020 

and has made a great impact on 

the music department since then.   

 

We wish him and his family well for 

the future and thank him for his 

contributions to our school. 

 

 
 

 

POETRY COMPETITION 

 
Congratulations to all those who 

entered the competition this year.  

The subject matter of much of the 

poetry submitted shows how much 

the world situation is affecting 

everyone.   

 

There were many thought-

provoking and heart-wrenching 

entries.  Sadly, no Grade 8s entered 

this year.  We hope that they will do 

so when they are in Grade 9! 

 

Results: 
 

Grade 9: 

1st: Natalie Nyamukamba 
 

Grade 10: 

1st: Athule Matya 
 

Grade 11: 

1st: Iqra Hayat 

2nd: Sonwabise Adam 
 

Grade12: 

1st: Jaden Keulder 

2nd: Qaqamba Mdingi 

3rd: Zaza Germond 

 

 

 

 

TRILINGUAL COMPETITION 
 

This is a competition open to all 

grades and it is to test the spoken 

ability in English, Afrikaans and 

isiXhosa. 

 

This year we tried a new format for 

the competition which involved 

entrants being interviewed 

individually by two staff members.  

(The interviewers both speak 

English, Afrikaans and isiXhosa.)  

They asked the entrants questions in 

all three languages, and whichever 

language the question was asked in 

was the language that the 

interviewee had to respond in.  Well 

done to those who entered – we 

were very impressed by the level of 

their fluency in three languages!   

 

Results: 

First: Hlumelo Gaqa 

Second: Lorena Jass 

Third: Kamvelihle Ncula 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

DANCE COMPETITION 

 
Grade 12 learner, Catherine Frost, 

participated in the Friendly City 

Dance Festival competition over 

the weekend of 11th and 12th June.  

Catherine received a silver for her 

character dance, a silver for her 

contemporary solos, a bronze for 

her duet and a bronze for her group 

dance.  

We wish to congratulate Catherine 

on her achievements! Well done! 

 

 
 

VG GIRDLE 
 

The VG Girdle is voted for by the 

staff and is an award presented to 

acknowledge that the VG values; 

passion, integrity and excellence; 

are evident in this learner’s 

behaviour, dress and interactions. 

She has embraced servant 

leadership, shows academic rigour 

and upholds the Code of Conduct. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are proud to award a girdle to: 

 

Taylon Cannon 

Catherine Frost 

Jamie McQuinto 

Mawande Mvulana 

Onke Sentile 

Athandile Stamper 

Kristen Wehr 
 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD 

 
Congratulations to Sethu Mtyapi 

(Grade 10) who has been awarded 

her silver badge for The President's 

Award. This is an excellent 

achievement! Well done, Sethu! 
 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM’S DAY 

COMPETITION 
 

Congratulations to Kristen Wehr on 

winning the Sarah Baartman District 

section of the International 

Museum’s Day essay competition!  

 

She wrote an essay on “The Year of 

Charlotte Maxeke during the 

Centenary of the Bulhoek 

massacre”. She has since 

represented the Sarah Baartman 

District at the provincial competition 

in Komani/Queenstown.  For this she 

won a desktop computer for the 

school, a laptop for herself and a 

trip to Robben Island.  She will also 

be attending Summer School in 

Cape Town! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

VG-VP-CSD READING INITIATIVE 
 

As part of a reading initiative in 

collaboration with the Centre for 

Social Development, Ms Vlandir’s 

Grade 8 English class visited the Grade 

1s at VP to help them with their 

reading.  It was a very successful 

interaction and so the plan is for there 

to be more visits next term. 
 

 
 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD  

FOOD4FUTURES 
 

The President’s Award participants 

ran a food collection drive in June.  

This initiative was widely-supported 

by the VG learners.  Well done to 

the following classes for donating 

the most items: 

 

1st place: 8R - 31 items 

2nd place: 8G - 17 items 

3rd place - 11G - 14 items 

Total items collected: 143 

 
 

 

 

A message from Ms Birt from 

Food4Futures: 
 

Please convey our grateful thanks 

to all the President’s Award girls who 

supported Food4fFutures with 

foodstuffs for people from our 

community who are unable to 

adequately feed themselves and 

their families. 

Their donations will be a welcome 

addition to the parcels to our next 

distribution. 

 

If anyone wishes to become more 

involved these are other areas of 

help we could use: 

1. Packing – On Monday and 

Tuesday (every second week) 

we pack. The next packing 

dates are 19/20 July, 2/3 Aug.  

2. Collection of second-hand 

school shoes in reasonable 

condition, and other clothes. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE AT BUFFALO 

BILLSON SAFARIS 
Michaela Kretzmann (Grade 8) 

 

On Tuesday 15 June, I was 

privileged to take part in darting 

and measuring of Buffalo and Sable 

at Buffalo Billson Safaris near 

Makhanda/Grahamstown. It was 

such an amazing experience for 

me, as I would like to become a 

wildlife vet one day.  I got to sit next 

to and work with buffalo which is a 

once in a lifetime opportunity since 

these animals are very 

dangerous.  The reason for the 

darting and measuring was to 

check if they were healthy, and to 

check the size of their horns so they 

could get put on auction.  The vet 

that was part of the process took 

me under his wing and explained 

why we do certain things, he 

showed me how to inject the 

buffalo to wake them up and 

allowed me to wake up two of the 

buffalo. While this was all very 

exciting, I must admit on a few 

occasions my hands were trembling 

and my heart started racing at the 

thought of one of them deciding to 

wake up and trample me. This day 

so far is no.1 on my list of top ten. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

ID/STUDY PERMITS 
South Africans of 16 years and older 

should apply for an ID card at their 

closest Home Affairs office at no 

cost.  The parent must be present 

when the application is 

made.  Learners gain entry to their 

NSC examination in Grade 12 with 

an ID card, so it is non-negotiable. 

 

Foreign learners should have a valid 

Study Permit to gain entry to their 

NSC examination in Grade 12. 

 

TEXTBOOKS 
An urgent appeal to 

parents/guardians/care-givers to 

encourage learners to take good 

care of the textbooks that they 

borrow from the school.  Textbooks 

that are lost cause an unnecessary 

financial burden on 

households.  Every item lost/not 

returned by the end of the 2021 

school year will carry a 

replacement cost of 

R220.  Textbook prices have 

increased dramatically and in 2022 

the replacement cost will be raised 

to R250 per item.  

 

For 2021 our school was allocated 

R8001 for the purchase of textbooks 

by the Department of Education.  In 

addition the school budget has had 

to pay R88 716.60 to buy new 

textbooks for 2021.  

 

Textbooks should be covered in 

good plastic (which learners can 

get from the Book Room at 

school).  Learners should have 

school bags which are appropriate 

for the number of books carried 

inside and they should support the 

textbooks.  Learners can rent a 

book locker at school for R10 for the 

year to ensure that bags are not 

over filled.    

 

Learners must not exchange 

textbooks with others.  Names 

should be written into all the 

textbooks. 

 
 

PROTECTION OF PERSONAL 

INFORMATION (POPI) ACT: 
 

Please note that in terms of the 

Protection of Personal Information 

Act (POPI), parents/ guardians and 

learners are reminded to update all 

information with the school should 

this change at any time.   

 

In addition, all parents/guardians 

should please note that should they 

prefer that their daughter/ward not 

appear in school photos or 

publications (including the 

newsletter and social media), they 

should write a brief email stating as 

much to principal@vghs.co.za. 

 

Finally, parents/guardians must 

please be aware that as a feeder 

school to the Johan Carinus Art 
Centre (a fabulous asset available 

to VG learners) VG has to share 

learner information with them.  This 

applies to all learners who take an 

art subject taught by JCAC staff. 

 

TIDY AND WELL-KEPT UNIFORM 
  

Please ensure that the holiday is 

used to wash blazers, VG jackets, 

rain wear (anoraks) and tracksuits, 

along with the uniform.  Please 

check that all uniform items are 

neat and still fit well.  A reminder 

that rain wear (anoraks) 

may not be worn in the 

building.  You may wear a VG 

jacket, in the place of a blazer.    

Image: Emma Gush 
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MY SCHOOL CARD 

A reminder to all parents to activate 

and use their My School Card as 

every swipe generates a small 

percentage of money for VG.  You 

can add up to three beneficiaries 

to your MySchool Card.  This money 

goes into the VGHS Benevolent 

Fund which is used for a variety of 

different activities e.g. purchasing 

of 

toiletries for girls in need. In 

Grahamstown/Makhanda the 

following places are all part of the 

programme: 

Woolworths, Engen One Stop Shop, 

Foto First and Wallace’s Pharmacy. 

 

 
 

 

 

VG’S FACEBOOK AND 

INSTAGRAM PAGES 

 
Follow our Facebook and 

Instagram pages for all the latest 

news. 

 

@vghs_2021 

 

victoriagirls 
 

 

 

COMMUNICATION 
 

We welcome and appreciate 

communication and feedback 

from parents and guardians. 

Please contact your 

daughter/ward’s teacher or Grade 

Head directly by using their 

personalised VGHS email address.  

  
 

KRISTEN WEHR 

Dear VG Community 

I think as a school we've discovered 

what our own 'new normal' is, 

chaos. Each term it seems as 

though something tries to set back 

our efforts to a smooth-running 

school but fortunately for us we 

have a VG spirit that pushes back 

even harder.  

 

To the school, Term 2 has been a 

busy one across the board but in 

the end, we made it out still 

standing, and sometimes that is a 

positive thing in and of itself. It is 

important to celebrate the tiny wins 

just as you would the big ones. More 

often than not, the road to success 

is more about how we recover and 

come back from our failures and 

setbacks than anything else. It is 

important that as we approach the 

second semester, we try to remind 

ourselves of the enthusiasm and 

energy we had when we were at 

the beginning.  

 

To my fellow Matrics, to wallow in 

discouragement can do you no 

good. By making it this far, you have 

already achieved a success that 

many others worldwide do not 

achieve. It is therefore essential that 

we mission on and come out 

victorious! 

 

To the VG community, let us take 

this break as a chance to 

recuperate our minds, refuel our 

bodies and restructure our goals. 

Let us prepare ourselves for what 

this year still has in store for us! 

 

I wish you all nothing but the best for 

the new term, see you then! Mag 

die pad wat voor lê baie sukses 

voort bring! Camagu, makube 

chosi kube hele.  

With love 

Kristen 

 

Dear VG Community 

 

Thanks to the measures enacted by 

the Department of Basic Education 

due to the rise in Covid19 cases 

nationwide, Term 2 of 2021 has 

come to a rather abrupt end.  

Thankfully, we have had time to put 

into place plans to mitigate against 

any disruption (see my letter to the 

VG Community, dated 28 June 

2021), but this will mean learners 

and teachers returning in Term 3 to 

conclude our exams.  We will 

distribute reports only by the 

second week of the new term. 

 

I would like to sincerely thank our 

teachers and support staff for all 

their efforts over the course of 

another challenging term.  Thanks 

also to all the learners who have 

endeavoured to get back into the 

rhythm of in-person learning this 

year, all the while trying to maintain 

the mask-wearing, sanitizing and 

social distancing necessary to 

provide a safe teaching and 

learning environment during a 

pandemic. 

 

Please remember that these 

behaviours need to continue over 

the holiday in order to stay safe and 

Covid-free.  That said, I hope that 

everyone gets some rest over the 

next two weeks and that you are all 

able to return to school feeling 

recharged. 

 

Keep well 
 

 
 

Mr Schmidt 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Our Vision:  At VGHS we support and respect one another in a 

safe and happy environment.  Our broad spectrum of activities 

and facilities enriches all, as we strive for excellence. 

 

 
 

My Heritage – I am African 
Written by Ms Smuts 

 
I am African! Yes, I am – 

My grandparents were born here, 

My parents and me too … 

To me (South) Africa is very dear. 

Africa is a very large continent, 

And I have not travelled here and there – 

The Eastern Cape is what I know … 

My lungs are filled with the Karoo air. 

The Karoo creeps into your heart – 

I feel at one with the dust and summer heat. 

The unspoilt sunrises and sunsets … 

Are absolutely beautiful, such a treat. 

The winters are cold and frosty, 

The rain seems to stay away so long. 

The arid veld is brown and barren… 

Then the rain comes…and the veld bursts into 

song: 

The coo of the dove, the call of the jackal 

Rings out over the spekboom covered 

koppies; 

The new “blanket” of colourful flowers 

appears… 

Ek is in my nappies! 

The Karoo is a very special place 

Where the kudus and “pronking” springbuck 

roam; 

It is Africa…with its “mooi” wide open 

spaces… 

The Karoo – it is my home. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

COMING UP... 
 

Sun 10 Oct: Hostels open at 15:00 

 

Mon 11 Oct: DAY 1 

School starts at 7:20  

for ALL grades and  

classes (there will no  

longer be streaming) 

 

Thurs 21 Oct: Parent General 

Meeting at 13:15  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME, MR YENDALL! 

 

 

At the beginning of this term we 

welcomed Mr Yendall who has joined 

us in the Music School.  After 

completing his schooling at Graeme 

College, Mr Yendall furthered his 

studies at Rhodes University with a 

Bachelor of Music degree. He toured 

South Africa on the production of 

"Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat" with Pieter Toerien 

Productions, after which he began 

working for the Stage Audio Works 

group in Johannesburg as a Systems 

Integration Engineer. He was excited 

to further his own education and 

went back to Rhodes University to 

complete a PGCE in 2020. Mr Yendall 

is a Drumkit and Sound Engineering 

specialist.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to Ms Boqwana who 

has been appointed onto the School 

Management Team as the Head of 

Learner Affairs.  She will be in charge 

of pastoral care and discipline. 

Congratulations to Ms Starbuck who 

has been appointed as the Head of 

Grade 10. 

FAREWELL 
Congratulations to Ms Yendall who is 

engaged to be married.  She will be 

moving to Gqeberha/Port Elizabeth 

at the end of the year to be with her 

fiancé.  We wish her all the best for the 

future! 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS 
"People are the business. I am not a 

chair, or a table, or even an ounce 

of gold, or a building. These are all 

assets. I'm more than an asset, I'm a 

person that can contribute in various 

ways. At the end of the day, 

when we as managers sit back 

and reflect on why we are here, 

why we do what we do, we do it 

with people, it's for people. Every 

conversation we have is directed 

for and with people."  

 

Mark Cutifani Anglo American 

Seamless Leaders by Adriaan 

Groenwald 

 

" With the right people, a solution 

to any problem can be found... 

no matter what is thrown at them, 

they will find a way through it. 

People are not motivated by just 

success or money. If they believe 

they are in an organisation that 

has a noble purpose they will push 

harder, they will be motivated." 

 

by Adrian Gore Discovery Group. 

 

The heartache caused by the last 

18 months has left its mark on our 

school and on our school 

community. We have felt the loss in 

all spheres of school life and almost 

everything has changed.  

Mostly, we have missed the human 

connection. We have missed 

having the opportunity to express 

our passion for this institution that 

we love and we hope for a day 

when we can get those things 

back that we hold so dear to our 

school's ethos and culture. 

It was with this in mind that the staff 

met on 27 August to discuss the 

way forward. To throw ideas 

around and generate a new and 

fresh sense of excitement and 

energy. To get us started, our 

Portfolio Heads opened the day 

with a presentation on what their 

VG looks like and where they hope 

it will be in the future. They 

compiled this video:  

(https://bit.ly/2Y6MPFu) to remind 

us of all that we had, all that we 

miss and all that we will enjoy 

again soon. 

 

Throughout all the workshops that 

we have enjoyed as a staff, our 

focus has been on the people that 

make up our unique VG 

community.  The quotes shared at 

the beginning of this article, 

contributed by Ms Retief, sum up in 

a wonderful way, the importance 

of people in an institution.  As we 

rebuild our morale, focus and 

connection we hope to take VG 

into the future as strong as ever. 

 

 

GRADE 8 

 

1. Rutendo Chakona 

2. Siphesihle Khumalo 

3. Catherine Roberts 

4. Azosule Kanana 

5. Leandri Smit 

6. Qayiya Poto 

7. Yonwaba Magquntulu 

8. Sydney Edwards 

9. Kuhle Mpama 

10. Kwakuhle Ouya 

 
 

GRADE 9 

 

1. Sikelelwe Notyesi  

2. Khazimla Hempe 

3. Iminathi Mapuma  

4. Mamadae Bitso 

5. Lama Mbiko  

6. Zisanda Kesa 

7. Kaylin Cassels 

8. Cheree Lisher  

9. Natalie Nyamukamba 

10. Phoebe Bunyan 

GRADE 10 

 
1. Hlumelo Gaqa 

2. Ishka Fullarton 

3. Siphosethu Mtyapi 

4. Courtney Jacobs 

5. Morgan Darlow 

6. Lathi-Tha Stofile 

7. Emma Gush 

8. Ntando Nkatsha 

9. Lathitha Matebese 

10. Sibulele Kulati 

Jasmyn Magabie 

https://bit.ly/2Y6MPFu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 11 

 
1. Jill Msindo 

2. Tosca Stoloff 

3. Avuyile Mbatyoti 

4. Wafa Rizvi 

5. Kamvelihle Ncula 

6. Phumelela George  

7. Lisakhanya Mbandazayo 

8. Sambesiwe Mbambo 

9. Sinokholo Ngwekazi  

10. Roslyn Stobbs 

 

GRADE 12 

 
1. Sidney-Faye Wiggett 

Newton  

2. Khanyisa Gama 

3. Amyoli Simani 

4. Jaden Keulder 

5. Linathi Ndubela 

6. Sinovuyo Manikivana 

7. Kristen Wehr 

Sisipho Jimmy 

9. Culumanco Kwatsha 

10. Christina Adzraku 

 

The girdle is an award presented to 

Grade 12 learners to acknowledge 

that the VG values; passion, integrity 

and excellence; are evident in this 

learner’s behaviour, dress and 

interactions. She has embraced 

servant leadership, shows academic 

rigour and upholds the Code of 

Conduct. 

This  term we are proud to award a 

girdle to: 
Christina Adzraku 

Jemma Dyson 

Khanyisa Gama 

Zaza Germond 

Culumanco Kwatsha 

Zainab Mansoor 

Linathi Ndubela 

Amyoli Simani 

 

 

 

 

 
Dorset House: 

Captain: Sinovuyo Mjekula  

Vice: Sinovuyo Manikivana 

Games: Mbalentle Jebese 

 

 
Graeme House: 

Captain: Libone Sikina 

Vice: Jamie McQuinto 

Games Captain: Taylon Cannon 

 

 
Ruthville House 

Captain: Nosithembiso Kuhlane 

Vice: Tabisa Mhlakaza 

Games: Isivile Mafani 

 

 
Thursford House 

Captain: Shae-Lyn Davies 

Vice: Mawande Mvulana 

Games: Sivuyisiwe Nolisi 

 

Written by Emma Gush 

 

The learners doing their Bronze 

Award set off on their Adventurous 

Journey from Fairewood.  

On Friday afternoon we did some 

team building exercises to break 

the ice as many of us didn't know 

each other, it was a great way to 

get to know more pupils in other 

grades. On Saturday morning we 

set off on our hike onto mountain 

drive, some of us finding it more 

strenuous than others. To be fair, it 

was 36°C with berg winds and we 

hiked 13.5km. The scenery was 

stunning, we are truly blessed to 

have such a beautiful commonage 

right on our doorstep. We saw some 

pretty birds and flowers including 

Malachite Sunbird and King Proteas 

in flower. We also were privileged 

enough to walk through and take a 

break in a beautiful forest. Finally, 

we got back to Fairwood after 

hiking for approximately 6 hours. We 

then welcomed a well-deserved 

cool down in the pool and relaxed 

for the rest of the afternoon. That 

evening we made a fire and 

braaied marshmallows, after 

collecting wood so we could heat 

water for a shower.  

On Sunday morning we set out for 

our second day of hiking and we 

were pleased that the weather had 

cooled down and that we had a 

less intense route, we hiked 12km. 

We had a break and a snack under 

the trees at Memorial Grove, later 

having lunch at Grey Dam. We 

learned about Black Wattles and 

ferns being invasive plants. When 

we completed the hike we had a 

de-brief session before heading 

home.  

 

 
 



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC COLOURS AWARDS 

 
Congratulations to these learners 

who were awarded Academic 

Colours at the beginning of this 

term: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ACADEMIC HONOURS AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to these learners 

who were awarded Academic 

Honours at the beginning of this 

term: 

 

 
 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY OLYMPIAD 
Congratulations to these learners 

who competed nationally with 2575 

other participants: 

 

 
 

ESKOM SCIENCE EXPO 

 
Congratulations to Sethu Mtyapi 

(Grade 10) who has been selected 

for ISF (International Science Fair) 

with her project on Comparing Rain 

Tank Water, Spring Water and 

Municipal Water in Makhanda!  

 

ENGLISH OLYMPIAD 

 
Congratulations to Jaden Keulder, 

Kristen Wehr and Khanyisa Gama 

on achieving Gold Awards for the 

English Olympiad 2021.  Khanyisa 

was placed in the top 40 nationally 

and has been offered a full first-year  

scholarship from Rhodes University 

for any degree of her choice!  

 

 

 

MATHART COMPETITION 
 

Congratulations to Laaiqah Elie in 

Grade 10 on being selected as a 

finalist in the 2021 GMMDC National 

MathArt Competition. This 

competition challenges entrants to 

create an original handmade 

artwork that connects Mathematics 

to an annual theme in a visual and 

innovative way.  This year’s theme 

was “Beautiful Mathematics”. 

 

After an extensive judging process, 

her artwork was selected as one of 

the best in her age group. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

PE DANCE FESTIVAL 

 
Congratulations to Catherine Frost 

and Sazikazi Ndubele who 

participated in the PE Dance 

Festival over the weekend of 28 

August. Sazi was awarded 5 silvers 

and 1 gold, and Catherine was 

awarded 4 silvers and 3 bronze.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

It is time for the Grade 9s to select 

their Grade 10 subjects for next 

year.  Each Grade 9 learner has 

been given a subject choice 

pamphlet and a subject choice 

form which will need to be returned 

on the first day of next term.  Should 

you need another copy you can 

access them on the website 

(www.vghs.co.za) or here: 

 

Pamphlet: https://bit.ly/2Y2mBnT 

Form: https://bit.ly/3AScvUw 

 

It is of utmost importance that learners 

select subjects that they enjoy and 

that they can excel in.  Please talk with 

your daughter/ward about which 

subjects they wish to take and why. 

Then please discuss the pros and cons 

of their subject choice with them. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.vghs.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2Y2mBnT
https://bit.ly/3AScvUw


 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to the award 

winners from the Carinus Art Centre.  

While only a few pieces are 

showcased in the newsletter, all the 

pieces can be seen on our 

Facebook page as well as our 

website (www.vghs.co.za).  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.vghs.co.za/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
CHILD WELFARE GRAHAMSTOWN 

The Grade 8s will be running a 

donation drive for items to donate to 

Child Welfare Grahamstown and 

Nompumelelo Pre-school.  Please 

have a look at home this holiday for 

anything that you might like to 

donate next term. 

 

 
 

MAKANA VET CLINIC 
Recently, one of our old girls, Amy 

Jackson-Moss who is a vet at the 

Makana Vet Clinic wrote a very 

personal and heart-breaking story 

about the importance of sterilising 

dogs in order to lessen the number of 

unwanted dogs in our community 

who would then need to be homed 

or put down.   

Amy used this story to introduce her 

backabuddy campaign to ask 

people to donate to the fund so that 

she can sterilise as many dogs in our 

community as possible.  This story 

went global and was even shared by 

a celebrity! We are very proud to 

know Amy and would like to appeal 

to our school community to assist with 

her cause.   

If you would like to donate you can 

do so at this link: 

https://www.backabuddy.co.za/ma

kana-veterinary-clinic  

 

Read her story here: 

https://bit.ly/3iltnvL  

 

 
 

 

ID/STUDY PERMITS 
 

South Africans of 16 years and older 

should apply for an ID card at their 

closest Home Affairs office at no 

cost.  The parent must be present 

when the application is 

made.  Learners gain entry to their 

NSC examination in Grade 12 with an 

ID card, so it is non-negotiable. 

 

Foreign learners should have a valid 

Study Permit to gain entry to their NSC 

examination in Grade 12. 

 

TEXTBOOKS 
 

An urgent appeal to parents/ 

guardians to encourage their 

daughters/wards to take good care 

of the textbooks that they borrow 

from the school.   

Textbooks that are lost cause an 

unnecessary financial burden on 

households.   

Every item lost/not returned by the 

end of the 2021 school year will carry 

a replacement cost of 

R220.  Textbook prices have 

increased dramatically and in 2022 

the replacement cost will be raised to 

R250 per item.  

 

For 2021 our school was allocated 

R8001 for the purchase of textbooks 

by the Department of Education.  In 

addition the school budget has had 

to pay R88 716.60 to buy new 

textbooks for 2021.  

 

Textbooks should be covered in 

good plastic (which learners can get 

from the Book Room at 

school).  Learners should have 

school bags which are appropriate 

for the number of books carried 

inside and they should support the 

textbooks.  Learners can rent a book 

locker at school for R10 for the year 

to ensure that bags are not over 

filled.    

 

Learners must not exchange 

textbooks with others.  Names should 

be written into all the textbooks. 

 

 

LEAVING VG? 

 
Please inform the principal 

immediately if your daughter or ward 

will not be returning to VG in 2022, or 

will be leaving the hostel.  Please do 

so via email to principal@vghs.co.za 

as soon as possible. 

 

PROTECTION OF PERSONAL 

INFORMATION (POPI) ACT: 
 

Please note that in terms of the 

Protection of Personal Information 

Act (POPI), parents/ guardians and 

learners are reminded to update all 

information with the school should 

this change at any time.   

 

In addition, all parents/guardians 

should please note that should they 

prefer that their daughter/ward not 

appear in school photos or 

publications (including the 

newsletter and social media), they 

should write a brief email stating as 

much to principal@vghs.co.za. 

 

Finally, parents/guardians must 

please be aware that as a feeder 

school to the Johan Carinus Art 
Centre (a fabulous asset available to 

VG learners) VG has to share learner 

information with them.  This applies to 

all learners who take an art subject 

taught by JCAC staff. 

https://www.backabuddy.co.za/makana-veterinary-clinic
https://www.backabuddy.co.za/makana-veterinary-clinic
https://bit.ly/3iltnvL
mailto:principal@vghs.co.za
mailto:principal@vghs.co.za


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 

 
We are pleased that many members 

of our school community have been 

vaccinated against Covid-19 to date 

and we would like to encourage 

everyone who is eligible, and has not 

yet been vaccinated, to register for 

the vaccination as soon as possible.   

 

 

Although not eventful, this term has 

taught us gratitude and at Denise 

Long we have made it a point to 

spend our days being hopeful and 

optimistic about the future. We 

enthusiastically welcomed our new 

‘old’ girl, Jami Weeber back to the 

hostel and it has been a joy having 

her back with us. Emma Gush 

participated in an adventurous and 

exciting weekend hike with other girls 

from school as part of the President’s 

Award and Xabisa Nkani made us 

proud by obtaining a Gold 

certificate in her ceramic art class. 

Our Grade 8 weekly boarder, 

SipheSihle Khumalo continues to 

reach for new heights in her 

academics. Morgan Darlow and 

Emma Gush returned back to the Top 

10 as 7th and 8th respectively. 

Lizandre Isaacs continues to inspire 

and make us proud. She has shown 

herself to be strong and resilient and 

we are incredibly proud of her. 

None of this would be possible 

without our amazing Student 

Supervisor Ms Yamkelani Sopapaza. 

Ms S is a constant source of support, 

fun and love and even with her own 

studies, she always has time for the 

girls in Denise Long, and we thank her 

for this. 

At Barnard House the girls enjoyed 

their communal times together.  In 

down times they kept themselves 

entertained by playing board games 

and watching movies and enjoyed 

one or two pool days too! 

 

 
 

Over at Renfrew and Eleanor Brown 

House the girls organised a 

pampering session where they set up 

different sections for different services 

including nails, make-up and 

massaging stations!  They thoroughly 

enjoyed it and it was a great way to 

get to know each other even better.  

More activities followed in the form of 

movie nights, game nights and a 

hostel awards evening.  The highlight 

of these was the Indigenous Games 

Evening where the girls played 

“Umdudla” on the hockey field. 

 

 
 

In our hostels the girls continue to 

entertain themselves with fun and 

colourful photoshoots, leaving them 

with a ton of pictures to share on 

social media and with family and 

friends. The communal atmosphere is 

a blessing to all who live in our 

boarding houses, and we are 

grateful to all our staff who assist with 

keeping the boarders safe and 

happy. All the girls have been 

incredible this term and we are proud 

of each and every one of them.  May 

they continue to reach for new 

heights and find joy in being better 

versions of themselves.  We wish them 

a happy holiday and look forward to 

seeing them soon! 

MY SCHOOL CARD 

A reminder to all parents to activate 

and use their My School Card as 

every swipe generates a small 

percentage of money for VG.  You 

can add up to three beneficiaries to 

your MySchool Card.  This money 

goes into the VGHS Benevolent Fund 

which is used for a variety of different 

activities e.g. purchasing of 

toiletries for girls in need.  

In Grahamstown/Makhanda the 

following places are all part of the 

programme: 

 

Woolworths, Engen One Stop Shop, 

Foto First and Wallace’s Pharmacy. 

 

This year we have raised: R3384.05 
 

 
 

VG’S FACEBOOK AND 

INSTAGRAM PAGES 

 
Like and follow our Facebook and 

Instagram pages for all the latest 

news.  Click the icon to follow the link 

to our page. 

 

 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 

We welcome and appreciate 

communication and feedback from 

parents and guardians. Please 

contact your daughter/ward’s 

teacher or Grade Head directly by 

using their personalised VGHS email 

address.  You can contact the office 

at office@vghs.co.za and they will 

refer your query to the relevant 

person. 

 

 

mailto:office@vghs.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/victoriagirls
http://www.vghs.co.za


 

 

KRISTEN WEHR 
 

Sadly, this will be the last address 

from me. As great as it was serving 

the school, I am also excited to 

approach the final term of what has 

felt to be an exceptionally long term. 

Term 3 has seen prelims and 

streaming and has been busy, to say 

the least. However, I have no doubt 

that despite the hardships, VG as a 

community has still achieved in their 

own way. On a personal level, it is 

also imperative now to highlight any 

weaknesses you may have incurred 

and focus on those things in order to 

improve yourself. It is now more 

important than ever to keep yourself 

motivated for the final stretch of the 

year. My strong advice is to take this 

little break to restore your mental 

health and get the rest you deserve, 

my matrics especially. Term 4 

definitely has a lot in store so make 

sure that you are well prepared and 

ready to tackle it with all the 

necessary grit.  

 

It has honestly been a great honour 

to serve a school that I love with my 

all my heart and to have one of the 

best student bodies, any school 

captain could ask for.  

 

Let’s continue to make 2021 a great 

one against the odds, true to our VG 

vigour and nature!  

 

Lots of love 

Kristen 

 

 

Dear VG Community 

 

Despite the Covid-19 restrictions 

faced over the last few months, we 

have still had a very busy and 

successful term.  Congratulations to 

all the girls who entered various 

Olympiads and competitions, you 

have made us all proud and shown 

great initiative. 

In light of the Grade 12 final NSC 

exams which are scheduled to 

begin at the end of October, I would 

like to strongly urge all members of 

our school community who are over 

the age of 18 (including learners) to 

get the Covid-19 vaccine.  This will 

greatly reduce the risk of learners or 

members of their households testing 

positive for the virus – which will 

detrimentally affect their ability to 

write their exams. At this stage, 

should a learner miss an exam, they 

will only have the opportunity to 

make it up in June 2022 – and will 

therefore only receive their Matric 

Certificate at that time. 

From the first day of Term 4 all Grade 

8s and 9s will return to school and we 

will hopefully see the end of 

streaming for this year.  I urge all 

learners to utilise their time wisely in 

the first few weeks of the term and to 

work closely with their teachers so 

that we can see an 

overall improvement in results across 

all grades.  Well done to all those 

who continue to give of their best.  

I would like to thank the staff of VG 

for all their hard work and dedication 

over the last term and I wish you all a 

safe and restful holiday, so that you 

can come back refreshed and 

ready to see the year out as best you 

can. 

 
Mr Schmidt 

 

In August we ran a series of Teacher Features on our social media platforms.  

One question we asked all our staff was: 

“What is your favourite thing about VG?” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAREWELL 
 

At the end of the year we will 

sadly be bidding farewell to a 

few of our teaching and 

support staff. 

 

Ms Van Heerden joined the VG 

family in 2016 as a teacher 

intern and since then has 

completed her B.Ed.  At VG she 

has taught Life Orientation, 

Afrikaans, Consumer Studies 

and EMS Accounting.  She has 

also been very involved in our 

sporting sphere.  Ms Van 

Heerden will be joining the 

Hudson Park staff in East 

London in 2022.   

 

Ms Lloyd-Jones joined us in 

2015 and has taught Maths, 

Maths Lit, Technology, Natural 

Sciences and Life Orientation.  

She has run the First-Aid 

Committee for a number of 

years and has enjoyed being 

involved in the Chess teams.  

Ms Lloyd-Jones will be moving 

into online teaching with 

Mathematics as her focus. 

 

Ms Blumberg joined VG in 2018 

and has taught English and 

Dramatic Arts.  She has been 

the Grade Head for the current 

Grade 9 class for the last two 

years and successfully guided 

these learners through their first 

years of high school during a 

global pandemic! Ms Blumberg  

will be moving to Cape Town 

and joining the staff of Herschel 

Girls School. 

 

Ms Yendall joined us in 2020 as 

our School Psychologist.  As an 

Old Girl she was very excited to 

return to her Alma Mater in this 

capacity.  She has provided a 

stellar service to the learners 

and staff of our school and will 

be sorely missed.  Ms Yendall 

will be moving to Port Elizabeth 

/ Gqeberha to join her fiancé.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Julia Fetman will be retiring 

at the end of the year after 28 

years of service to our school! 

She has seen many changes to 

VG and has earned herself a 

well-deserved break! 

 

Mr Trevor Mahabeni will be 

retiring at the end of the year 

after 12 years of service to VG 

and Barnard House.  We are so 

grateful for Mr Mahabeni’s 

kind, can-do attitude and 

friendly nature. Mr Mahabeni 

and Ms Fetman have been 

part of our family for a 

collective 40 years! They will be 

missed dearly. 

 

We would like to sincerely 

thank these members of our 

staff for their years of 

dedication and service to our 

school and we wish them well 

for their futures. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Ms Burton and Ms Hartley will 

both be celebrating their 

weddings in the holidays! We 

wish them all the best! 

 

LONG SERVICE AWARDS 
 

At the Valedictory service we 

celebrated a few of our staff 

members who have served our 

school for a number of years. 

 

Ms McCrindle: 30 years 

Ms Retief: 25 years 

Mr Stoloff: 20 years 

Mr Mkhize: 15 years 

 

Congratulations to these four 

staff members on reaching 

these milestones, and thank 

you all for your enormous 

contributions to our school over 

the years. 

Our Vision:  At VGHS we support and respect one another in a 

safe and happy environment.  Our broad spectrum of activities 

and facilities enriches all, as we strive for excellence. 

 

COMING UP... 

 
Mon  17 Jan 7:45 Academic Staff 

Return 

Tues 18 Jan 10:00    Hostels Open 

  11:00  New Learners 

Meeting 

  12:30 New Boarders 

Meeting 

Wed 19 Jan 7:45 Learners Return 

Thurs 20 Jan  DAY 4 

  14:30 Athletics Trials 

Fri 21 Jan  DAY 5 

 

 



 

TERM 4: TOP 10  
 

GRADE 8 
 

1. Rutendo Chakona  

2. Siphesihle Khumalo  

3. Qayiya Poto  

4. Azosule Kanana  

5. Catherine Roberts  

6. Leandri Smit  

7. Danika Lensley  

8. Kuhle Mpama  

9. Sydney Edwards  

10. Yonwaba Magquntulu  

GRADE 9 
1. Sikelelwe Notyesi 

2. Khazimla Hempe 

3. Cheree Lisher  

4. Iminathi Mapuma  

5. Mamadae Bitso 

6. Lama Mbiko  

7. Lorena Jass  

8. Zisanda Kesa  

9. Ubukho Siyokwana  

10. Kaede Bridger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 10 
1. Hlumelo Mihle Gaqa  

2. Siphosethu Mtyapi  

3. Courtney Jacobs  

4. Ishka Fullarton 

5. Lathi-Tha Stofile  

6. Emma Gush  

7. Morgan Joan Darlow 

8. Sibulele Kulati 

9. Thembalethu Lindi Gxekwa 

10. Ayanda Liyema Ngaleka 

 

GRADE 11 
1.    Tosca Stoloff  

2.    Sambesiwe Mbambo  

2.    Jil Msindo 

2.    Wafa Rizvi 

5.    Sinokholo Ngwekazi  

6.    Avuyile Mbatyoti  

7.    Phumelela George  

8.    Lisakanya Mbandazayo  

8.    Roslyn Stobbs  

10.  Iqra Hayat 

ACCOUNTING WORKBOOKS 
 

Please order your Accounting 

Workbooks by 14:00 on 4 

February 2022. 

Grade 10:  R200 

Grade 11:  R215 

Grade 12:  R200 
 

 

GRADE 8 - 11 PRIZE GIVINGS 

 
Due to the Covid restrictions, 

we decided to hold Grade-

specific prize givings this year.  

These were a great way to end 

off the year with the grade.  

Learners were able to 

showcase their art pieces, 

music, dance and drama skits 

in addition to receiving their 

prizes. 

 

The full prize list will be 

published in the school 

magazine. 

 

Here are a few of our prize 

winners from Grade 8 - 11! 

 

GRADE 8: 
 

First in Grade 8: 

Rutendo Chakona 

 

Grade Prize for Academic 

Achievement: 

Siphesihle Khumalo 

 

Academic Achievement 

Certificates: 

Azosule Kanana 

Qayiya Poto 

Leandri Smit 

Yonwaba Magquntulu 

Catherine Roberts 

Ngcali Mashiqa 

Kuhle Mpama 

Danika Lensley 

Kwakuhle Ouya 

Mairi van Schoor 

Salizwa Vitshima 

Sydney Edwards 

Kendra May 

Esona Mnqinana 

Uyathandwa Mqokeli 

Cayden Daniels 

Uminathi Kofi 

Mila Mandongana 

Khazimla Skele 

GRADE 9: 
 

First in Grade 9:  

Sikelelwe Notyesi 

 

Academic Achievement 

Certificates:  

Khazimla Hempe 

Iminathi Mapuma 

Cheree Lisher 

Mamadae Bitso 

Lorena Jass 

Lama Mbiko 

Kaede Bridger 

Zisanda Kesa 

Phoebe Bunyan 

Iviwe Chula 

Lunje Hoboshe 

Sivuyisiwe Masingile 

Ubukho Siyokwana 

 

GRADE 10: 
 

 
 

Hlumelo Gaqa:  

First in Grade 10 and Diligence 

Certificate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 Winners of the Awesome Attitude        

          Award, an award given by the  

           Grade 10 Class Teachers. 

 

 



GRADE 11: 

 

 
 

First in Grade 11: Tosca Stoloff 

Grade prize for Academic 

Achievement: Jil Msindo and Wafa 

Rizvi 

 

 
Grade 11 Academic Awards 

 

GRADE 12 PRIZE GIVING 

 

Academic Awards 

 

 
The Old Girls' Union Martha Emslie 

Prize for the Top Scholar: 

Sidney-Faye Wiggett Newton 

 

 
 

Second in Grade and the Physical 

Sciences Prize: Khanyisa Gama 

 

 
 

Second in Grade; the Glennie Prize for 

English; The Dr Ella Britten Prize for 

English Literature; Dr Bobbins Poetry 

Award Grade 12; Die Rapportryersprys 

vir Afrikaans Eerste Addisionele Taal 

and The Prize for Life Orientation 

Jaden Keulder 

 

Prestige Awards 

 

 
 

The Cheryl Hartman Cup for the 

School Captain; 

The M.G. Richardson Cup for Service; 

The Principal’s Award: 

Kristen Wehr  

 

 
 

The Annette Koekemoer Cup for 

the Deputy School Captain and a 

Certificate for Service: 

Athandile Stamper   

 

 
 

The Johannesburg O.G.U. Cup 

(Courtesy, Loyalty and Quiet Service):  

Zainab Mansoor 

 

 
 

The Neil McDougall Cup for Service in 

the Hostel in Grade 12:  

Mbalentle Jebese 

 

 

 
 

The Virtute et Opera Prize 

(VGHS learner who attended VPS from 

grade 1 and embodies the motto of 

both schools) 
Catherine Frost 



SPORT & CULTURAL 

SCHOLARSHIPS 2022 
 

Congratulations to Chelsea 

Wilmot on being awarded the 

Sport Scholarship for 2022, and 

to Caitlin Christian and 

Sinokholo Ngwekazi who will 

share the Cultural Scholarship. 

We commend them, and all 

the other girls who applied, on 

their hard work and 

commitment and thank them 

for their contribution to the 

school. 

 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS 

2022 
Congratulations to the 

following learners who have 

been awarded academic 

scholarships for 2022: 

 

Grade 9: Rutendo Chakona 

Grade10: Sikelelwe Notyesi 

Grade 11: Hlumelo Gaqa 

Grade 12: Tosca Stoloff 

                                                                                                                                            

 

CREATIVE ARTS: DRAMA 
 

Throughout the year, the 

Grade 9 Creative Arts: Drama 

classes have experimented 

with different styles of theatre 

and performance genres.  The 

different styles included 

puppetry, shadow theatre, live 

performance and creating 

Short Films using vlogging 

equipment.   

 

The learners enjoyed being 

exposed to the different styles 

of performances. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 11 POP-UP THEATRE 

 
The Grade 11 Drama class 

members were involved in Pop-

Up Theatre performances in the 

corridors around the school. 

These performances took 

place during the change of 

classes between lesson 4 and 5.   

 

The aim of the performance 

was to understand the 

importance of control in stage, 

staying in character; and how 

to offer, accept, block and 

yield in a performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 9 TECHNOLOGY 

 
“5 Teams are to embark on a race 

around the tennis courts and 

Vicky’s lawn for a chance to win 

Wonder Bars.” 

 

For some fun in the sun, some of 

the Grade 9 Tech classes took 

to the tennis courts and Vicky’s 

Lawn to complete a series of 

challenges that tested their 

knowledge of all the work that 

they covered this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CREATIVE ARTS: DANCE 

 
The Grade 8 Creative Arts: 

Dance class were given a task 

to create a group dance piece 

based on the brief of giving a 

well-known fairytale a twist and 

turning it into a dance! The 

classes rose to the challenge 

and showcased their talent in 

creating different narratives 

being portrayed through 

dance. 



MUSIC SCHOOL 
 

At the end of last term, the 

Music Department held a 

Grade 12 and staff ensemble 

concert in preparation for the 

Grade 12 Final Practical 

Moderations. 

 

We are privileged to have the 

biggest Music school in our 

district with class sizes for Grade 

10 - 12 averaging between 25 

and 30 learners per grade. 

 

Because of Covid-19 protocols, 

our audience needed to be 

quite small. So, we recorded it 

for the rest of our school 

community to enjoy!  

 

 

 
 

Video credit: Mr B Yendall 

Music Staff: Mr S Mkhize (Head 

of Music); Ms J Frazer; Mr B 

Yendall; Ms M Hartley.  

 

GRADE 11: WEP 
 

Grade games were held during 

WEP during which each 

teacher took a slot. The girls 

enjoyed it thoroughly as it was 

a break away from the 

pressures of Academics. 

 

 
 

GRADE 11: LO 

 
Team-building exercises in the 

Grade 11 LO classes: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

NATIONAL AFRIKAANS 

OLYMPIAD 
 

Thirteen learners participated 

in the annual Afrikaans 

Olympiad.  The learners 

performed very well and 

managed an aggregate of 

68% whilst the national 

aggregate was 58%.  The top 

VG performer was Jaden 

Keulder (Grade12) who 

achieved 82,31%.   

Congratulations! 

 

READATHON RESULTS 
 

In the first annual Readathon 

held over the month of 

October, a total of 219 books 

were read by learners and staff 

- with a total of 59 037 pages! 

 

Top Readers in each Grade: 
Grade 8: Siphesihle Khumalo 8D 

Grade 9: Zukhanye Mzaidume 9G 

Grade 10: Babalo Duma 10T 

Grade 11: Sbongile Bottoman 11D 

Grade 12: Kristen Wher 12D 

Staff: Ms Lloyd-Jones 12R 

 

Language Prize – Afrikaans: 

Chante Shaw 10G 

Language Prize – isiXhosa: 

Dumisa Ntando11D 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated! Thank you to Ms 

Africa for running this great 

competition! Let's start working 

on our books for next year!  

 

 
 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

 
On Sunday 14 November, Mr 

Schmidt, Sinokholo and Kamva 

represented VG at the annual 

Remembrance Sunday event 

in Church Square. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 CLICK ON THE IMAGE TO WATCH THE VIDEO! 

https://www.facebook.com/victoriagirls/videos/465464951434474


VALEDICTORY 
 

We celebrated Valedictory on 

Wednesday 20 October with 

our Grade 12s and their 

parents. At this event the 

Grade 11s were sworn in as the 

new leaders of the school and 

the Grade 12s were thanked 

for their service to the school. 

 

Thank you to Ms Retief for all her 

organisation and planning of 

this very special occasion. 

 

We wish our Grade 12s all the 

very best for their futures. Thank 

you for your contribution to our 

school. 

 
May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your 

back, 

May the sun shine bright upon 

your face, 

The rain fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May you walk safely on the path 

of your life. 

 

 
 

 

 

MATRIC FAREWELL 

FUNCTION 

 
On the evening of 19 October 

the Matric Function was held at 

school. Hosted by the Grade 

11s, this function was different 

to the traditional matric 

farewells of the past. The 

sundowners event was held in 

the quad and the dress theme 

was denim and white. The staff 

and Grade 12s had the 

opportunity to celebrate the 

last of their school days as a 

group, and this event was 

thoroughly enjoyed.  

 

The Grade 12 class would like to 

sincerely thank Ms Williams, the 

Grade 11 Class Teachers and 

the Grade 11s for ALL their hard 

work in planning and hosting 

this event. They created a night 

to remember – under 

challenging circumstances – 

and it was a wonderful send-off 

for the Matrics. 

 

The 2021 School Captain, 

Kristen Wehr, gave her final 

speech at this event: 

“What a task to be giving a 

speech in such an awkward time 

for our grade.  I had a plan for 

what I wanted to say but 

sometimes plans have to be 

adjusted a few nights or so before.  

I won’t stand here and pretend 

that things aren’t hard, I won’t try 

and give forth that everything is 

perfect when it isn’t.  My goal has 

never been anything but honesty 

and transparency.   

For the class of 2021, obstacles 

have definitely been a constant.  

There seemed to be so many 

things going wrong at every 

possible turn of our journey.  It is 

also definitely not easy for 

approximately 80 people to 

always agree and get along, and 

we definitely have so many strong-

willed and outspoken learners.  

This, however, doesn’t at all have 

to be a bad thing.  As many 

problems as it can cause, this type 

of attitude and character can also 

fix many problems. 

Through my years at VG I have 

seen the people around me grow 

so holistically, so confidently.  I 

often think these are exactly the 

type of people we need as a 

society.  We need the leaders, the 

sportswomen, the artists, the 

academics.  All that we need for a 

brighter and better future gets 

created and manifested within the 

walls of VG. 

I remember a speech given by Mr 

Schmidt once in which he said that 

VG doesn’t make you confident, 

the school simply gives you the 

opportunity and encouragement 

to bring those characteristics and 

strengths out that already exist in 

each of us.  And I’ve seen it first-

hand.  I’ve seen how the culture of 

the school propelled learners 

forward to excel in all their various 

skills.  To form any sort of culture or 

ethos, we need a community and 

its people to culminate the ideas 

and traditions. 

One of the most self-gratifying 

things you could do is to exercise 

gratitude.  Recognise and 

appreciate the effort and the 

presence of all those who you 

don’t always see, but who are 

responsible for keeping everything 

running smoothly.  For this we owe 

thanks to the many phenomenal 

members in our VG community.  

Externally we could start with our 

parents who do so much.  They put 

so much time, resources and faith 

in our school system with the hopes 

of producing the best version of 

their child for the outside world.  

Thank you to the SGB who 

represent our parents for their 

background work.  Thank you to 

every single member of the hostel 

staff who literally provide a home 

away from home to our boarders.  

Thank you to the grounds staff for 

the upkeeping of our school, even 

the smiles and chuckles in passing 

guaranteed from Mr Moni and the 

rest of the team.  Thank you to 

admin staff for being the bright 

faces of VG.  Thank you to the 

support staff for all that they do 

without ever expecting praise or 

recognition but who still do 

excellent jobs.  Thank you to the 

teaching staff for prepping us for 

years leading up to this final 

moment of truth.  Thank you for 

putting up with all of us, and 

encouraging us time and time 

again to do better and be better.  

Thank you to all the pupils within 

this school for making VG a safe 

and comfortable space for all of 

us.  I’ve seen the lack of a sense of 

community in so many other 

schools that make me more 

grateful for all that we have here 

at VG.  We are not flawless by any 

stretch of the word.  There are 

always going to be internal issues, 



but the thing about all of us is that 

we definitely try. As you grow up 

you realise the value in trying and 

putting in the effort for change 

more than most anything else. 

As a final word to my fellow 

matrics, we all know that we’re 

entering what the USA Midwest 

calls “acceptance season”.  We’re 

all at the point in our lives where 

we’re waiting or trying for the 

acceptance of our Universities or 

other future ventures.  At this stage, 

we’re all stressing about doing our 

best and getting into the 

institutions or jobs of our choice.  

We’re so stressed that we forget 

about the most important thing, 

ourselves.  As much as we’re 

waiting for the acceptance and 

confirmation of others, we need to 

remember to affirm ourselves.  We 

too have acceptance to grant.  

Accept the challenge of finals, 

accept putting yourself first.  

Choose the well-being of your 

mental health.  Choose the things 

that make you happy whilst still 

staying on track with your goals 

and plans.  Look within yourself first 

and accept life in before looking 

around for acceptance elsewhere 

in the world.  Put these past 12 very 

long years not behind you but 

rather to good use. Utilise the 

knowledge, the skills, the 

characters all built-up within 

yourself as you move forward.  

most importantly use your voice to 

say “I accept”.  Accept life and all 

its challenges.  Yes, you’re jumping 

out of a pond into a whole sea, but 

each and every one of you have 

the ability to make a hell of a 

splash, so do exactly that! 

From me, to you, all the best of luck 

with your exams and your future 

endeavours going forward. 

Thank you” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Grade 

11s and some Grade 10s who 

have been selected for 

leadership committees.  Some 

of the committees have 

already been hard at work, 

whereas others only start their 

duties next year.  We wish them 

well for their term of office! 

 

“ON THE COUCH” INTERVIEW 

WITH SINO AND KAMVA 

 

 
 

1. What are you most looking 

forward to during your term of 

office? 

S: I am definitely looking forward to 

working together with the portfolio 

heads whom I absolutely adore, 

serving my school to the best of my 

abilities and showing the public how 

much of an honour it is to call myself a 

VG girl. 

 

K: Being a reliable leader and ensuring 

that I will be able to fulfill my duties to 

the best of my ablility. 

 

2. What do you love the most 

about your school?  

S: I love the homeliness in the 

atmosphere as I walk along the 

passages, the spirit our school has (spirit 

sessions are the BEST!), and how 

supportive the teaching staff are, and 

the opportunities my school offers its 

learners, ensuring that we have all the 

resources to reach our full potential. 

 

K: My Grade mates, what a bunch of 

fierce spirits! Probably the best leaders 

in history! 😊  

 

3. What will your message of 

encouragement be for your 

co-leaders?  

S: Your school saw something special in 

you, and you are a leader for a reason, 

never doubt that! Whenever you feel 

like you are overwhelmed or you will fail 

at your job just remember that your 

school believes in you so much and all 

you have to do is to create a positive 

mindset about that challenge that you 

are going through – everything will be 

alright.  Lastly, I want to reassure the 

Leadership Team that as leaders we 

only have each other, and together we 

are unstoppable.  “Walk strong, African 

leader, conquer every fear.  Climb your 

Kilimanjaro as if the summit’s right 

here!” 

 

K: The struggles along the way are only 

meant to shape you for your purpose.  

Don’t be discouraged when things 

don’t go as planned.  Rather have 

faith, not necessarily faith in God or any 

god, but faith in yourself and have faith 

that things will work out for the best.  

And lastly, remember to be kind, 

always! Be kind to others and be kind to 

yourself, because you matter the most. 

 

4. Who is your role model? 

S: My parents.  They are amazing 

leaders in their respective fields and 

they are good people.  They inspire me 

every day to be kind to people and to 

wake up everyday and try my best to 

be the best version of myself I can be. 

😊  

 

K: Harriet Tubman 

 

5. What are your plans after 

matric in 2023?  

S: I would like to study at either UCT or 

Wits (either in the medical field or I will 

go into the Music field and obtain a 

Music degree, a teaching degree and 

become a music teacher, while also 

performing as a solo violinist and being 

in a local orchestra). Whichever career 

path I end up choosing will 

accommodate my music journey. 

 

K: Take a gap year.  That’s if my mom 

will allow it!  

 

6. If you could be any superhero, 

who do you want to be and 

why? 

S: Our world can be such a miserable 

place to be in, and we are all going 

through some hardship in our lives: 

some are just better at hiding it.  If I was 

a superhero I would be an emotion-

detector-super-woman, and my 

abilities would be to sense people’s 
auras, and if I come across a “heavy” 

aura I would then do my magic and 

the person’s burdens would be 

uplifted. 😊 

 

K: Catwoman – she is a go-getter.  She 

got everything she desired, and was a 

beautiful woman! 

 



 

 

CHILD WELFARE 

 
The Grade 8s ran a collection 

drive for Child Welfare’s Theme 

Boxes for Nompumelelo Pre-

Primary School and dropped 

off their donations on Thursday 

25 November. As a school we 

prioritise community service 

and are proud of our Grade 8s 

for setting the bar so high! 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEER AT THE SPCA 

SHOP THIS HOLIDAY 
 

If you have some spare time 

and would like to help the 

SPCA, please consider 

volunteering to work at the 

SPCA Charity Shop.  

 

Funds raised by the Charity 

Shop are essential for the 

running of the Grahamstown 

SPCA. Volunteer shifts are 2 

hours long (morning or 

afternoon) and the work entails 

tidying shelves, assisting 

customers, unpacking stock 

and ensuring COVID protocols 

are being followed.  

 

If you are interested, please e-

mail your details to: 

chairperson@spcaght.co.za 

 

DONATIONS TO FOUR 

DESERVING CHARITIES BY 

VGHS 

 
Due to the fact that we were 

unable to host our formal Prize 

Giving this year, we decided to 

donate the money we would 

have used for this event to four 

deserving charities in our 

community. 
 

1. Makana Veterinary Clinic: 

Sterilization Project 

 

 
 

“Many of the problems we are 

faced with on a day to day basis 

stem from the fact that there are 

simply too many animals in the 

world and in order to make our 

work sustainable we must sterilise 

as many of them as possible.  

  

Our sterilisation projects range from 

weekly, consistent spaying and 

neutering to large scale mass 

sterilisation campaigns in a 

focused area with strict COVID-19 

protocols in place.  

  

Our sterilisation work is generally 

undertaken in impoverished and 

poverty-stricken areas. Without 

resources for basic human needs, 

we cannot reasonably expect 

these pet owners to have 

resources for sterilisations and 

therefore this work relies primarily 

on the generous donations and 

funding from the public.  

  

This is truly where our passion lies 

and if we could spay all day and 

through the night we would!” 

Source:  
https://www.makanavet.com/  

(Dr Amy Jackson-Moss is a VG Old 

Girl) 

2. SPCA Grahamstown / 

Makhanda: 

 

 
 

The Grahamstown SPCA serves 

the community of Makhanda 

Grahamstown and surrounds 

by responding to cruelty 

complaints, doing routine 

inspections of facilities, 

providing low income families 

with veterinary services and 

adopting out stray and 

unwanted animals.  They do 

not receive money from 

government or Makana 

Municipality and rely solely on 

the generosity of caring 

individuals and businesses for 

donations to keep going and 

to do the much-needed work 

with all the animals in our area. 

 
“We would like you to know that 

not only will your donation directly 

benefit the animals in our area but 

– through a sharing agreement 

between all SPCAs nationwide, - a 

portion will be used in other, less 

fortunate areas to benefit animals 

over a wider area. We feel certain 

that you will approve of this 

outreach initiative and wish to 

thank you most sincerely for 

supporting our SPCA and 

movement in general.” Source: 

Grahamstown SPCA Facebook 

page. 

 

3. LIV Lukhanyiso: 

Rescue a child, Restore a life, 

Raise a leader and Release a 

star. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LIV model is long term 

cluster foster care, where 

children have a sense of 

belonging in a supportive 

community. 

 
“We place orphaned and 

vulnerable children in a family 

environment where all their needs 

are met by taking a holistic 

approach to physical, emotional 

and spiritual healing.” 

 
Key Focus Areas for LIV Lukhanyiso: 

 

1. Completing the first phase of Land 

Use Rights Activities, to ensure that 

our Village is built in the best 

conditions, suitable to raise 

children who thrive. 

2. To grow and strengthen our 

relationships with the 

Grahamstown community at 

large. 

3. Marketing and fundraising to build 

partnerships and resources for 

phase one of the Village. 

4. Raise salaries for the two full time 

operation team 

 

Source: https://www.liv-

village.com/communities/liv-

lukhanyiso/ 

mailto:chairperson@spcaght.co.za
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4. Food4Futures: 

Food4Futures is a privately-run 

entity which supports 50 local 

families, with weekly food 

parcels. The recipients of food 

parcels range from 13 to 58 

years in age and are, at worst, 

without any income and, at 

best, with very limited/ad hoc 

income, in their families. 

Source: 

www.food4futures.co.za  

 

 
 

 

 

CO-CURRICULARS 2022 
If COVID stays contained in our 

region, as it seems to be at the 

moment, we will be able to 

return to our full co-curricular 

programme next year.  We 

can’t wait! 

 

NEW GRADE 8s IN 2022 
On Friday 12 November we 

visited our younger sisters in 

Grade 7 at Victoria Primary 

School to wish them well for 

their last few weeks in Primary 

School! We are so looking 

forward to welcoming many of 

them in 2022! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATRIC TOPS 2022 

 
The matric top process will 

begin as soon as school starts 

next year. The cost of the 

matric top will be R450. 

 

Please note that it is not 

compulsory to get the matric 

top. 

 

The payment will be due on 

Monday 28 February 2022. Only 

once all the payments are 

made, will the matric tops be 

ordered. 

Payment may be made at the 

school office (cash or card) or 

via EFT. In the case of an EFT 

please use the following 

reference: Grade 12 top + 

Learner’s name and surname.  

(Please use the correct 

reference so that the payment 

can be allocated correctly.)  

 

Be sure to bring your receipt to 

Ms Boqwana. Proof of payment 

(for EFT) can e-mailed to 

nboqwana@vghs.co.za.  

 

ROBOTICS 

 
Mr Fuller and Ms Mdlankomo 

will be starting robotics as a co-

curricular next year for all 

grades using Lego Education 

kits.  You will learn how to 

assemble and program your 

own robots!  

 

 
This robot is able to solve a rubix 

cube! 

 

BUILD A SQUID 

 
Twice a week over the course 

of this term, girls helped 

crochet little octopuses for very 

small babies. As this was a first 

try for the school, we are still 

learning how to crochet. 

The hope for the club is for girls 

to continue the art form next 

year to complete and deliver 

the octopuses.  The completed 

works will go to Dora Nginza 

Provincial Hospital. 

 

 
 

 

 

VG TURNS 125 
 

In 2022 VG will celebrate 125 

years and as part of the 

celebration a 125 peak cap will 

be available for R122 and a 125 

scarf for R105.   

 

Both these items can be 

purchased from Extreme 

Embroidery.  These items will be 

available while stocks last, so 

get yours soon!  

 

 
 

MEMORIAL WALL 
 

In an attempt to acknowledge 

the loss that our learners, staff 

and broader community have 

experienced,  three little 

cabinets have been installed 

at  the front of the pavilion as a 

http://www.food4futures.co.za/
mailto:nboqwana@vghs.co.za


place where photos, letters, 

notes or names of loved ones 

lost can be posted.  Provision 

has also been made for flowers 

to be placed as a symbol of 

remembrance.   

Over the last 2 years 12 parents 

of learners have passed away, 

2 siblings and 21 grandparents, 

9 staff members have lost a 

parent, and 3 of our VG staff 

members passed away. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

wrote in his The Book of 

Forgiving: “The most beautiful 

people we have known are 

those who have known defeat, 

known suffering, known 

struggle, known loss, and have 

found their way out of the 

depths.  These persons have an 

appreciation, a sensitivity, and 

an understanding of life that fills 

them with compassion, 

gentleness, and a deep loving 

concern.  Beautiful people do 

not just happen.”   

BARNARD HOUSE 

The last term of the school year 

is always a hectic one, 

especially here at the senior 

hostel! While the Matrics began 

preparing and writing their final 

exams, the Grade 11s buckled 

down early and started their 

preparations for their own 

important exams as well.  It has 

been great to see the 

responsibility from the girls who 

started working early for their 

exams.  The staff of BH treated 

us to exam treats which gave 

us a nice break from the books! 

We had the annual Christmas 

dinner which was a wonderful 

send-off to the matrics and a 

warm welcome to the matric 

class of 2022. 

This past year has been rather 

different in terms of adjusting to 

a new normal, and it is an 

exciting and scary time for both 

grades, but we wish them the 

best of luck for the new year to 

come!  

We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the staff of 

Barnard House for their hours 

and hours of work they do in 

the hostel to create the warm, 

welcoming and safe space we 

all enjoy.  We wish them a 

happy and restful holiday! See 

you next year! 

 

 

DENISE LONG WEEKLY 

BOARDING HOUSE 

This term we welcomed two 

new boarders to our home, 

Usisipho Makhunga and 

Thembi Kuhlane.  Usi is in Grade 

9 and will be returning next 

year and Thembi is completing 

her Matric. 

Denise Long held their 

Christmas party and the theme 

was making an outfit out of 

recycled materials.  It was a 

very tight competition and 

both terms really went all out 

and it was difficult to make a 

decision, but in the end 

Lizandre, Jami, Morgan and 

Xabisa won the contest.  

 

Our DL girls did well in the prize 

giving with Xabisa Nkani, Emma 

Gush, Morgan Darlow and 

Siphesihle Khumalo all getting 

prizes. Jami Weeber gave a 

goosebump performance at 

the Grade 10 prizegiving with 

her beautiful singing. 

Our girls in DL have all been 

such champions and nearly all 

have been vaccinated against 

Covid-19. 

And so, we say our sad and 

final goodbyes to Lizandre 

Isaacs and Thembi Kuhlane, we 

wish you well on your journey 

and all the best for the future 

“Learn to accept your past, whether 

good or bad. It happened! 

Just focus on not making the same 

mistake again. 

Once you have accepted your past, 

you can live in the present and focus 

on the future to come.” 

~Myra Hudson~ 

 

 

SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY 
 

Do you take a keen interest in 

your daughter(s)/ward(s) 

education?  Are you willing to 

be involved in something that 

will really make a difference to 

her/their school?   

Please avail yourself to serve on 

the SGB.  Three 

parent/guardian positions will 

be open in January 

2022.  Nomination forms are 

available from the school, or 

simply send an email 

to deputy@vghs.co.za and 

you will be assisted in the 

process.  Should you have 

questions regarding the SGB, 

please send an email as well. 

 

TEXTBOOKS 2021 / 2022 
 

The 2021 textbooks and note 

collection process has now 

been concluded.  In the report 

package you will find a yellow 

insert indicating what items are 

still outstanding.  No 2022 

textbooks will be made 

available to your 

daughter/ward until all 2021 

titles she has signed out, have 

been returned, or if lost, paid 

for in cash at the office.   

mailto:deputy@vghs.co.za


If there are still items appearing 

on the yellow sheet, please 

ensure your daughter/ward 

settles the amount indicated at 

the VG office on 17 or 18 

January 2022.  Receipts will be 

given to Ms Retief.  The learner 

in return will receive a slip to  

indicate to the Register 

Teacher on 19 January that 

books for 2022 may be signed 

out and taken home/to the 

hostel.  As per policy 

outstanding textbook/note 

money will not be added to the 

school account.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROTECTION OF PERSONAL 

INFORMATION (POPI) ACT: 

 
Please note that in terms of the 

Protection of Personal 

Information Act (POPI), 

parents/ guardians and 

learners are reminded to 

update all information with the 

school should this change at 

any time. In addition, all 

parents/guardians should 

please note that should they 

prefer that their daughter/ward 

not appear in school photos or 

publications (including the 

newsletter and social media), 

they should write a brief email 

stating as much to 

principal@vghs.co.za. 

 

Finally, parents/guardians must 

please be aware that as a 

feeder school to the Johan 

Carinus Art Centre (a fabulous 

asset available to VG learners) 

VG has to share learner 

information with them.  This 

applies to all learners who take 

an art subject taught by JCAC 

staff. 

 

UNIFORM REMINDER 
 

This is a reminder that the VG 

anorak may not be worn inside 

the school building.  This is part 

of the sports uniform and may 

only be worn with the school 

uniform if it is raining. 

The VG padded jacket may be 

worn with school uniform or 

sports uniform. 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT REVIEW 

2023-2025 
 

All parents, legal guardians, 

staff members and current 

learners of Victoria Girls’ High 

School are invited to submit 

proposals to be considered for 

the VGHS School Code of 

Conduct 2023 – 2025. 

This process of submission 

opens on 20 April 2022 and 

closes on 22 July 2022 at 14:00. 

To submit a proposal, it must be 

in writing and be clear on what 

should be omitted, changed, 

or added to the current VGHS 

School Code of Conduct. All 

proposals must be signed and 

dated and give the full 

name(s), surname and class (in 

the case of learners) or 

capacity (in case of parent/ 

legal guardian/ staff member) 

of the individual submitting the 

proposal. 

 

Proposals must be handed to 

either the Principal, Mr W. 

Schmidt or Head of Learner 

Affairs, Ms N. Boqwana. It may 

also be sent as an e-mail to: 

principal@vghs.co.za 

nboqwana@vghs.co.za  

 

Please note that all proposals 

are considered, but not all 

proposals are accepted. The 

parties involved in the final 

decision-making process of the 

review of the VGHS School 

Code of Conduct 2023 – 2025 

are: 

 

1. Representative Council of 

Learners (RCL) 

2. School Management Team 

(SMT) 

3. School Governing Body 

(SGB) 

Should you have any questions 

about the process, please e-

mail your question(s) to Ms 

Boqwana at 

nboqwana@vghs.co.za .  

ILIZWE LAM INTERNET SAFETY 

TRAINING WITH KITSO 
 

The Department of Education 

has endorsed a short course on 

Internet Safety Training which 

we urge all parents/guardians 

to look into for their 

daughter/ward.   

 

This is a free course completed 

via WhatsApp with the Kitso 

Learning Bot.  It is a fun, 

interactive learning experience 

which will be beneficial to 

anyone wishing to brush up on 

their internet safety knowledge 

for themselves and their 

children. 

 

See the poster below for further 

details on how to complete the 

course: 

 

 
 

OLD GIRL AUTHORS 
 

If anyone has contact with old 

girls who have had books 

published, please speak to 

them about donating a copy 

to the school.   

 

We have purchased a 

bookcase for these books that 

will be put at the front office for 

them to be displayed.  

 

Please contact Ms McCrindle 

on kmccrindle@vghs.co.za 

should you have any further 

information or wish to donate. 
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COVID-19 VACCINATION 

 

 
 

Our Grade 11 peer promoters 

who, together with VGHS, 

Rhodes University and the 

Makhanda Circle of Unity, are 

encouraging all members of 

our community who are aged 

12 and up to get vaccinated 

against Covid-19!  

 

 
 

MY SCHOOL CARD 

A reminder to all parents to 

activate and use their My 

School Card as every swipe 

generates a small percentage 

of money for VG.   

You can add up to three 

beneficiaries to your MySchool 

Card.  This money goes into the 

VGHS Benevolent Fund which is 

used for a variety of different 

activities e.g. purchasing of 

toiletries for girls in need.  

 

In Grahamstown/Makhanda 

the following places are all part 

of the programme: 

 

Woolworths, Engen One Stop 

Shop, Foto First and Wallace’s 

Pharmacy. 

 

This year we have raised: 

R3995.55 
 
 

 

 

 

 

VG’S FACEBOOK AND 

INSTAGRAM PAGES 

 
Like and follow our Facebook 

and Instagram pages for all the 

latest news! 

COMMUNICATION 
 

We welcome and appreciate 

communication and feedback 

from parents and guardians. 

Please contact your 

daughter/ward’s teacher or 

Grade Head directly by using 

their personalised VGHS email 

address.  You can contact the 

office at office@vghs.co.za 

and they will refer your query to 

the relevant person. 

 

 
Click on the image to visit our site! 

 

SINOKHOLO NGWEKAZI 

Dearest VG Community 

Wow, it is extremely hard to 

believe that 2021 is almost over. 

I'm sure we can all agree that 

this year has been a 

rollercoaster: we've laughed, 

we've cried, we've been 

excited yet still disappointed, 

but through all of the chaos 

brought by the Coronavirus 

pandemic we were resilient, still 

being able to keep our 

beautiful spirit while also 

upholding our core values: 

passion, integrity and 

excellence!  

I would like to take this 

opportunity to say a huge 

thank you to all the teachers, 

the admin and financial staff, 

the ground staff members and 

last but certainly not least the 

hostel staff members. Without 

this special group of people, 

our school would not function, 

and the VG we know would 

never be a reality so thank you 

for your dedication to the 

betterment of our school. And 

to all the staff members who 

are sadly leaving our school, I 

wish you nothing but a bright 

future, you all will be greatly 

missed!  

I am certain that all VG girls can 

echo me when I say how proud 

I am of our matrics, the class of 

2021. I cannot imagine what it 

was like to go through your 

matric year in a pandemic, but 

still being able to achieve so 

much. On behalf of the entire 

school, I wish you all a fruitful 

future filled with happiness and 

success.  

And to all girls returning next 

year, please take care of 

yourselves, be safe and take 

this time to rest, rejuvenate 

and be ready to race 

through 2022! 

I would like to end off with a 

quote by C Joybell C, which 

reads like this: 

"We can't be afraid of change. You 

may feel very secure in the pond that 

you are in, but if you never venture out 

of it, you will never know that there is 

such a thing as an ocean, a sea." 

Yours wholeheartedly 

Sino  

 

 

Dear VG Community 

 

We have come to the end of 

another busy and challenging 

term.  As we close off the year, 

it is important to reflect on and 

acknowledge our successes 

and growth over the last 12 

months. 

 

I would like to thank the staff of 

VG for their dedication and 

resilience throughout the year, 

and for their support in the 

successful management of this 

institution. 

 

Thank you to our School 

Governing Body who represent 

our parents for their continuous 

support and guidance. 

 

I wish you all a safe and happy 

festive season! May you return 

refreshed and ready for 2022. 

 

 
 

Mr Schmidt 

mailto:office@vghs.co.za
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GRADE PRIZES 

GRADE 8  

First in Grade  Rutendo Chakona 

Grade Prize for Academic Achievement Siphesihle Khumalo 

Certificates for Academic Achievement Azosule Kanana, Qayiya Poto, Leandri Smit,  

Yonwaba Magquntulu, Catherine Roberts,  

Ngcali Mashiqa, Kuhle Mpama, Danika Lensley, 

Kwakuhle Ouya, Mairi van Schoor, 

Salizwa Vitshima, Sydney Edwards, Kendra May, 

Esona Mnqinana, Uyathandwa Mqokeli, 

Cayden Daniels, Uminathi Kofi, Mila 

Mandongana, Khazimla Skele 

Diligence Certificates Rutendo Chakona, Danika Lensley, Lineo Peter, 

Qayiya Poto, Siphesihle Khumalo, Leandri Smit 

 
 

GRADE 9  

First in Grade  Sikelelwe Notyesi  

Certificates for Academic Achievement Khazimla Hempe, Iminathi Mapuma, Cheree 

Lisher, Mamadae Bitso, Lorena Jass, Lama 

Mbiko, Kaede Bridger, Zisanda Kesa, Phoebe 

Bunyan, Iviwe Chula, Lunje Hoboshe,  

Sivuyisiwe Masingile, Ubukho Siyokwana  



Diligence Certificates 

 

 

 

Junior Squash Champion 

Mamadae Bitso, Khazimla Hempe, Sikelelwe 

Notyesi, Kaede Bridger, Kaylin Cassels,  

Ubukho Siyokwana  

 

Kaylin Cassels 

 
 

GRADE 10  

First in Grade  Hlumelo Gaqa  

Grade Prize for Academic Achievement  Courtney Jacobs, Siphosethu Mtyapi  

Certificates for Academic Achievement Ishka Fullarton, Lathi-Tha Stofile, Morgan Darlow,  

Jasmyn Magabie, Emma Gush, Thembalethu 

Gxekwa, Sibulele Kulati, Laaiqah Elie,  

Lathitha Matebese, Ntando Nkatsha,  

Chante Shaw, Lindsay Ceasar,  

Lelethu Mnonopi  

Diligence Certificates Hlumelo Gaqa, Emma Gush, Thembalethu 

Gxekwa  

   

GRADE 11  

The Burkinshaw Prize for the Top Scholar 

(Jennifer and Kathleen matriculated in 1969 & 1970 

respectively)  

Tosca Stoloff 

 

Grade Prize for Academic Achievement Jil Msindo, Wafa Rizvi 



Certificates for Academic Achievement Phumelela George, Sambesiwe Mbambo,  

Avuyile Mbatyoti, Kamvelihle Ncula,  

Sinokholo Ngwekazi, Roslyn Stobbs, Iqra Hayat, 

Lisakanya Mbandazayo, Kuhle Yose,  

Unake Mashaba, Liyabona Kofi, Cody-Ann 

Bettridge, Sbongile Bottoman, Okuhle Ndugane, 

Dumisa Ntando, Naledi Chinamasa, 

Caitlin Christian, Chelsea Wilmot 

Diligence Certificates 

 

 

Senior Squash Champion 

 

The Dewar Prize for a String Instrumentalist 

Jil Msindo, Kuhle Yose, Sazikazi Ndabula,  

Liyabona Kofi 

 

Wafa Rizvi 

 

Sinokolo Ngwekazi 

 

GRADE 12 SUBJECT PRIZES AND SPECIAL AWARDS 

 

 

The Old Girls' Union Martha Emslie Prize for the 

Top Scholar  

(An old girl and teacher) 

Sidney-Faye Wiggett-Newton 

 

Second in Grade 

 

Khanyisa Gama and Jaden Keulder 

 

The Glennie Prize for English  

(Miss Glennie was Principal from 1900 – 1923) 

 

Jaden Keulder and Kristen Wehr 

 

The Dr Ella Britten Prize for English Literature 

(A local doctor who supported VG)  

 

Jaden Keulder 



Dr Bobbins Poetry Award Grade 12 

(School inspector who inspired many children to write 

poetry) 

Jaden Keulder 

 

Die Rapportryersprys vir Afrikaans Eerste 

Addisionele Taal 

 

Jaden Keulder 

 

Die Livingstone Trofee (Vordering in Afrikaans) 

(Miss Vermeulen, later Livingstone, taught Afrikaans in the 

1960s.) 

 

Wajeeha Kaleem-Abdul 

 

The Prize for isiXhosa 

 

Culumanco Kwatsha 

 

The Elsbeth Dixon Prize for Mathematics  

(Matriculated in 1978; CE of Common Purpose SA, 

dedicated to developing leaders)  

 

Christina Adzraku and Amyoli Simani 

The Prize for Mathematical Literacy  Jemma Dyson 

The Prize for Life Orientation Jaden Keulder 

The Physical Sciences Prize  Khanyisa Gama and Amyoli Simani 

The Vivian Cole Prize for Life Sciences  

(Matriculated in 1971.  Dr de Klerk was the Rhodes 

University Dean of Students.) 

Amyoli Simani 

The Muriel Wood Prize for Geography 

(Matriculated in 1945; teacher from 1955 – 1985) 

Amyoli Simani 

The Laurette Munnik Prize for History  

(Matriculated in 1969. Her father, Judge President of the 

Transkei, donated the prize in her honour.) 

Kristen Wehr 

The Prize for Accounting Christina Adzraku, Jaden Keulder and 

Culumanco Kwatsha 



 

The Prize for Consumer Studies  

 

Jemma Dyson and Chloë Thomson 

The Prize for Drama Linathi Ndubela 

The Nomi Boqwana Business Studies Trophy 

(Business Studies was introduced in 2017 and Ms 

Boqwana was the first Business Studies teacher at VGHS) 

Anam Hogana and Sisipho Jimmy 

The Prize for Music Athandile Stamper 

Bridgit Bakker Trophy 

(Bridgit was a VG alumni who excelled at sculpture while 

at school) 

Austin Cup for the best overall mark in Visual 

Arts or Design 

 

Sidney-Faye Wiggett-Newton 

 

Sidney-Faye Wiggett-Newton 

The Virginia Reed Trophy for Excellence in 

Visual Art Theory 

(Mrs Reed was  a teacher at the school from 1995 and 

Principal at JCAC from 2007 to 2013) 

Sidney-Faye Wiggett-Newton 

The Tony Swift Award for Best Original Artist 

(Mr Swift was Principal of JCAC from 1986 until his 

retirement in 2006) 

Jessica Lobb 

The Lynel Wallace Memorial Cup for 

Excellence in Design (practical) 

(Matriculated in 1980. She died in a motor car accident 

in 1985.) 

The Belinda Haggard Trophy for Excellence in 

Research and Painting 

(Mrs Haggard was a teacher and later a Department 

Head a JCAC from 2000 to 2020) 
 

Abenathi Getse 

 

 

Chloё Thomson 

 

Prizes for Academic Achievement  

 

Linathi Ndubela and Amyoli Simani 



Certificates for Academic Achievement Christina Adzraku, Erin Bradley, Jaime de 

Klerk, Cassidy Doyle, Jemma Dyson, Ayola 

Geca, Zaza Germond, Anam Hogana, 

Siyanda Jikela, Sisipho Jimmy, Culumanco 

Kwatsha, Jessica Lobb, Savuyiswa Lungile, 

Sinovuyo Manikivana, Zainab Mansoor, 

Bulela Mpapela, Mawande Mvulana, 

Athandile Stamper, Chloë Thomson, Kristen 

Wehr 

The G.B.S. Mutual Bank Prize for Diligence Linathi Ndubela 

Diligence Certificates Christina Adzraku, Claire Cummings, Cassidy 

Doyle, Khanyisa Gama, Sisipho Jimmy, 

Culumanco Kwatsha, Zainab Mansoor, 

Jamie McQuinto, Bulela Mpapela, Amyoli 

Simani, Athandile Stamper, Kristen Wehr 

The Cecilia Goldberg Cup for Endeavour  

(Matriculated in 1966) 

Mandlakazi Sauka 

 

MUSIC PRIZES 

The Jeanine Baart Trophy for Woodwind 

(Jeanine Baart taught music at VG from July 1985 to June 2016.) 

Catherine Frost 

The JH and BM Trophy for the best Marimba Instrumentalist 

(Boudina McConnachie and Jillian Frazer (née Haarhoff) are past and present 

music teachers at VGHS.) 

Culumanco Kwatsha 

 

 

 

 



PRESTIGE AWARDS 

The Cheryl Hartman Cup for the School Captain 

(School Captain in 1972) 

Kristen Wehr 

The Annette Koekemoer Cup for the Deputy School Captain 

(Deputy School Captain in 1977) 

Athandile Stamper 

The M.G. Richardson Cup for Service 

(Donated by an old girl, Cecilia Gelvan, later Goldberg) 

Kristen Wehr 

The Johannesburg O.G.U. Cup (Courtesy, Loyalty and Quiet 

Service) 

The Neil McDougall Cup for Service in the Hostel in Grade 12  

(His step-daughter, Denise, was the School Captain in 1985) 

 

Certificates for Service   

 

 

 

The Virtute et Opera Prize 

(VGHS learner who attended VPS from grade 1 and embodies the motto of 

both schools)                                             

Zainab Mansoor 

 

Mbalentle Jebese 

 

Robyn Doyle, Catherine 

Frost, Athandile Stamper, 

Sidney-Faye Wiggett-

Newton 

Catherine Frost 

The Principal’s Award  Kristen Wehr 

 

ACADEMIC STAFF LONG SERVICE AWARDS 

Ms K. McCrindle - 30 years 

Mr S. Mkhize - 15 years 

Ms A. Retief - 25 years 

Mr D. Stoloff - 20 years 

 

 


