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By CASEY LUDICK

A group of six high school learners are 
learning the reporting ropes at this 
year’s festival. In an innovative collab-
oration with Rhodes journalism school 
and Cue, the pupils from Victoria Girls’ 
(VG) High will be involved in a pilot proj-
ect, providing news from the National 
Schools Festival, running concurrently 
with the National Arts Festival. 

The project is inspired by Upstart, a 
community outreach program previous-
ly run by Rhodes journalism. The new 
program is spearheaded by journalism 
lecturer Gillian Rennie, who says she 
was “impressed by their commitment, 
energy and smartness”. 

Rennie says her exposure to the ini-
tial trainees prompted the idea for this 
year’s project, called VG Cue, which in-
troduces the high school pupils to arts 
journalism and is “growing the next gen-
eration of journalists.”

The programme is sponsored by 
Rhodes University Community Engage-
ment  and focuses primarily on expos-
ing young people to careers in the arts 
before they start at university, says pro-
grame head Samantha Carolus. The par-
ticipating pupils are “hoping to pursue 
a career in journalism in the arts. What 
we’ll be doing over these 11 days is to 
expose them to all the wonderful and 
not-so-wonderful things about being a 
journalist,” Carolus. 

“We’re teaching them everything we 
wish we knew before we were in our first 
year,” she said.

Participating VG pupil Sbongile Bot-
toman, who is in matric, says she signed 
up for the programme because she real-
ly enjoys writing and is thinking of study-
ing journalism at university. 

The VG Cue program has introduced 
her to journalism outside of hard news, 
she says. 

“I’m really into the arts, and when I 
heard that we’re going to do arts journal-
ism, it piqued my interest. I was really in-
terested because I also do the dramatic 
arts at school. So, I thought ‘wouldn’t it 
be great to cover art, something I’m re-
ally interested in and passionate about’.” 
Bottoman says she expects to learn a 
lot about journalism if the orientation 
they’ve experienced is any indication. 

“It was a lot of information, but very 
exciting.”

VG Grade 9 pupil Thabathani Sima-
ni said she regularly watches news on 
television, and school principal Warren 
Schmidt said VG Cue was a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.

“It’s an experience, all sorts of things.  
And I’m still in grade 9, so this will help 
me with my subject choice,” said Simani.

Both young women are excited to 
write about Colour Blind, a show direct-
ed by VG drama teacher Sandy Vlandir, 
and are looking forward to experiencing 
the jazz fest.

School pupils cut their reporting teeth

By LISAKHANYA MJELE

Zimbabwe-born creative, Salious Tig-
ere returns to the National Arts Fes-
tival once again after a two-year-long 
break. Tigere has been part of the Vil-
lage Green community for about 14 
years now. He sells handmade crafts 
made up of different metals. 

When Tigere started his business 
20 years ago, he followed in the foot-
steps of his family and focused solely 
on creating garden art.  After identi-
fying a gap in the market, Tigere de-
cided to add another element to his 
work. “I changed course and focused 
on making garden art that is func-
tional,” he said.

Now Tigere makes crafts that 
people can use in their day-to-day 
lives. “I want to make crafts that are 
both beautiful and functional” he 
stated. Some of the items that can 
be found in his stores are chairs, 
arches, benches and animals. Ev-
erything in his store is made out of 
metal.

Why does Tigere come back to 
the festival? He says the “other fes-
tival-goers and the customers here 
always leave me inspired, we share 
art and so much more and through 
that new ideas are born.” 

Tigere says over the years, his 
business has become a family busi-
ness as more family members have 
come aboard. The business has 
grown immensely since he started it 
on his own, he now employs 8 work-
ers in his Cape Town workshop.

Tigere says if one wants to be an 
artist they should do so because of 
their love for art and not for the love 
of money. “Being an artist must not 
be something you do for money; it 
must be something you do with pas-
sion and something you want to do.” 

To get more of Salious Tigere’s 
work you can contact him on his 
Facebook page @Garden Art Curios 
or at his workshop based in Cape 
Town.

Inspiration and 
festival cheer keep 

artist coming
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 Liya Twani

Describe your experience 
of VG Cue in three words: 
phenomenal, challenging 
and informative.

What has your experience of 
the festival as a local learner 
been like: I am  tense with 
anticipation and excited 
to see what the NAF has 
done differently this year 
compared to the  other past 
years. 

Sbongile Bottoman

Describe your experience 
of VG Cue in three words: 
Wondrous, novel, daunting

What has your experience of 
the festival as a local learner 
been like: The VG Cue has 
been working for the first 
few days of Fest, but from 
just going into Village Green 
and feeling the energised 
atmosphere it looks like 
Fest is going to be a jol. The 
stalls seem exciting, the food 
seems amazing, especially 
the donuts, and the general 
vibe of the people attending 
the Fest. 

Babalo Duma

Describe your experience 
of VG Cue in three words: 
Refreshing, exhilarating, 
awe-inspiring

What has your experience 
of the festival as a local 
learner been like?: We’ve 
been working for most of the 
Fest so far, but from the little 
I’ve seen and experienced, 
the food is delicious, the 
shows and acts are amazing 
and the crafts and arts are 
gorgeous. I am happy to 
have Fets back in season to 
see what’s fresh and what’s 
stayed the same.

Lisakhanya Mjele

Describe your experience 
of VG Cue in three words: 
Nerve wracking, exciting, 
overwhelming

What has your experience 
of the festival as a local 
learner been like?: We’ve 
been working for most of the 
Fest so far, but from the little 
I’ve seen and experienced, 
the food is delicious, the 
shows and acts are amazing 
and the crafts and arts are 
gorgeous. I am happy to 
have Fets back in season to 
see what’s fresh and what’s 
stayed the same.

Philile Sixaba

Describe your experience 
of VG Cue in three words: 
Magnificent, exhausting, 
educational

What has your experience of 
the festival as a local learner 
been like?:  :My experience 
as a local learner has been 
fascinating because I get to 
meet new people every year 
that come from different 
places and also get to play 
games and try food that I 
have never eaten before.

Thathabani Simani

Describe your experience 
of VG Cue in three words: 
Exciting, nerve-wracking 
and adventurous

What has your experience of 
the festival as a local learner 
been like?: It has been very 
wonderful and there’s always 
something new to try out 
every year.

Meet the team
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By  BABALO DUMA

The wood chips have rolled back into 
town! The National Arts Festival re-
opens after two years of the CoVID-19 
pandemic, alongside it the Village Green 
Fair. The National Arts Festival will host 
the Village Green Fair for arts, crafts 
and vendors from 23 June 2022 to 3 July 
2022 on the Victoria Girls’ High School 
campus. This fair will cater to festi-
val-goers and artists in the festival alike.

The Village Green is the space for 
around 300 artists and craftspeople to 
showcase their fine work and dedica-
tion to the arts at one of the biggest na-
tional annual festivals in the country. It 
also plays host to several delicious food 
stalls, a NAF ticket office and various ex-
hibitions for festival-goers to enjoy. 

The nostalgic smell of woodchips 
gives life to the market that has for 
many years been a launch pad for many 
artists nationally. The reopening of this 
space serves as a lifeline for some art-
ists who need to get a living and gain 
traction after the pandemic that affect-
ed the already unstable arts and culture 
industries.  

Over 35-38 odd years, the Village 
Green has undergone various transfor-
mations and has always been a popu-
lar event. It grew from being a service 
club organisation’s market on Fiddler’s 
Green, moved to Rhodes University, and 
in 2018 to Victoria Girls’ High School. 
The Village Green is a hub for socialis-
ing at the festival, it sells most tickets, 
hosts the main food courts, exhibitions, 
the ever popular beer garden and much 

more. It sprung from a demand and sup-
ply principle, and continues to thrive off 
it to this day. 

Colourful flags bring the creative spirit to Village Green traders’ tents

VG meets VG
In a post-pandemic South Africa, the popular market fair returns
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Faces of Fest
Why are you at the Festival this year?

What are you looking forward to most?

Ricky Li
Rhodes University Student

“The food was been a selling 
point for me, people have 
told me that the shows and 
crafts are excellent. I am 
looking forward to spending 
time in the sun, getting with 
the vibes and again, enjoying 
the food.”

Hayley Junkin
Graphic designer

“Fest is a happy environment 
where families and friends 
can bond and have a good 
time. I would recommend it 
to anyone. I love the way the 
people of Makhanda have 
come together to support 
businesses and watch 
shows. The act of coming 
together, tells a story.”

Daniel Botha
Village Green Train Driver

“The Festival is always nice 
and enjoyable. I am partic-
ularly excited about it this 
year because I can earn and 
spend my own money for the 
first time.” 

Boniswa Matana
Festival goer

“I want to see how things 
have changed with the 
festival in the past two years 
since Covid struck us so that 
I could prepare for next year.”

Kate Burton-
Osmond 
Former Victoria Girls’ High 
School teacher

“It’s just a vibe you can’t get 
anywhere else. The food, the 
people and the art all give the 
Fest a unique mood!”

Kamvalethu Tsweu
Singer and Makhanda local

“The Festival allows me to 
interact with a variety of peo-
ple from all over the country, 
who come from completely 
different backgrounds. I love 
that!”
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A good heart brings puppets to fest

By SBONGILE BOTTOMAN 

Touring puppeteer Warren Kimmel is at 
the National Arts Festival to showcase 
his production Puppets, South Africa. 
The show aims to teach children life les-
sons through puppetry. Kimmel has set 
up a tent that will serve as the venue for 
his puppet shows throughout the Festi-
val at Village Green.  

Kimmel started working as a pup-
peteer in 1996 and has performed in 
festivals since. Some of his most mem-
orable performances are the Aardklop 
National Arts Festival in Potchefstroom 
and the Innibos National Arts Festival in 
Nelspruit. 

His show has always been about 
more than business, it is a tool he uses 
to reach out to children. “It is is as much 
social work as it is entertainment,” 
says the puppeteer. “My shows centre 
around teaching children good life val-
ues. They also offer children who don’t 
have a positive home environment, a 
space to experience a positive envi-
ronment.” Kimmel says that the char-
acters in the shows can act as real-life 
role models to children.  Kimmel says 
that children don’t feel as apprehensive 
when interacting with puppets, “Pup-
pets make kids feel secure, they believe 
that puppets cannot hurt them.” 

“It is important that parents under-
stand how children think and use this 
knowledge to help children understand 
the world throughout their develop-
mental years,” Kimmel said. “ I brought 
up my children and I understand that 
my parenting habits are vital to my chil-
dren’s mental health,” Kimmel stresses 
the importance of understanding the 
psyche of children to not put them at 
unnecessary risk.

Kimmel’s business can be found at 
the Village Green during the fest. 

Follow Kimmel 
Instagram: @warrenkimmel
Twitter: Warren Kimmel @puppetweet
Facebook: Puppets South Africa 
Website: www.puppets.co.za. 

Puppeteer comes to National 
Arts Festival (NAF) to 

help teach good values to 
children using puppets
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By PHILILE SIXABA

Jenis Lister is the sole owner of Tie-Dye 
Clothing, a clothing store that has set 
up shop at the Village green this fest. 
Jenis is a seasoned trader who has been 
selling her products in Makhanda since 
1994. If you are looking for tie-dyed any-
thing, her 14-year-old store is the place 
to go.  

Lister has been involved in many 
businesses before this clothing busi-
ness. “When I first started trading in 
Makhanda, I was doing hand-painted 
glassware.” She states that she sold 
the glassware items out of a container 
at the Cathedral Square where it was 
called the ‘Container Village’. 

After some time, Jenis stopped do-
ing the glassware and started a food 
business. Shortly after that, the clothing 
business followed. Shortly after that she 
pulled out of the food business and fo-
cused all on her energies in the clothing 
business.

Inspired by a love for different co-
lours, fashion and unconventional 
clothing, Jenis focused all her energies 
on the clothing business. “When I start-

ed my business, I didn’t buy anything I 
wouldn’t want to wear. The thinking be-
hind this was, ‘if it doesn’t sell, I still get 
to wear it,” she stated.

Speaking on what keeps her in busi-
ness, Jenis points to her love for people 
and customers. “I love making people 
happy and my loyal customers who 
come back year after year give me the 
motivation to keep going.” 

Jenis imports most of her clothes 
from India. Before Covid-19, she used to 
go to India twice a year to do her shop-
ping for her business. However, since 
lockdown, she has had to adapt to a 
different way of working. Jenis now has 
two clothing suppliers in India who work 
with her. They tell her what items are in 
stock and Jenis places the order of the 
items she is interested in.

Responding to a question about 
what she would say to young people 
who are interested in business, Jenis 
said, “never give up on your dreams, 
even if something does not work out the 
first time.” She says that young people 
must learn from their mistakes and not 
be scared of competition because that 
is how you grow a business.

Clothes  for 
at Village Green
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