CRITERIA FOR CULTURAL AWARDS  

Updated in 2025
There are two different kinds of awards that can be received:

(a) 
Cultural Colours and Half Colours:

Music, Drama, Debating, Public Speaking, Chess, Dance, Art, Poetry, Writing, Robotics and Photography all count towards Cultural Awards.

(b) 
Awards for specific disciplines are given in exceptional cases:

(In these cases no points towards Cultural Colours will be awarded for this achievement or points for this discipline in the future. This will only apply if the standard is high enough.)

Colours: 
Provincial selection at U16 or above (e.g. EP Chess = Chess Colours, not Cultural Colours). 


  

Completing the National Youth Choir course = Choir Colours

Honours: 
National selection (e.g. National Youth Choir, National Youth Orchestra, 

South African Debating or Chess team)

GUIDELINES:
· All awards are at the discretion of the Colours Committee.

· Awards are subject to good behaviour.

· Awards are made for excellence, not participation.
1. A points system is used as a guideline, just as provincial representation is a guideline for Sports Colours.  A girl may, therefore, accumulate enough points but not receive an award if her level of performance is not deemed to be high enough.
	Points Guidelines:

Half Colours:  
Must have 15 points to be considered

Colours:

Must have 30 points to be considered (Provincial sport level a guideline)

Colours Re-Award:
Must have an extra 15 points after achieving a Colours Award

Honours: 

This is only awarded for a specific activity; not for an accumulation 

                                    of points like Cultural Colours, except in exceptional cases.


2. Twice a year girls will hand in their results to the teacher in charge of Cultural Colours. (The date will be on the term calendar.)  The staff involved in cultural activities will then look at girls who qualify and then put forward recommendations to the Colours Committee.

3. Points for year-round performance in Choir, Orchestra, Marimba, Chess and Debating will be worked out at the end of August by the teachers concerned.  They will use their registers and mark on them how many points each girl should get, depending on the excellence of her performance during the year. (Grade 12s will be worked out at the end of Term 2.)

4. To get Full Cultural Colours a girl must show excellence in at least one category.

5. Girls may specialise in one or more disciplines.

6. Only in exceptional cases are awards made before Grade 10.

7. As far as possible one piece/work/speech may gain credit only once.

8. If a girl receives a specific colours award, subsequent achievements in that field will go towards a general cultural award.

9. Olympiad accomplishments do not count towards cultural awards as they are academic achievements.  They count towards Academic Colours awards.
10. Points may only be accumulated for five years. (Girls who repeat a year will therefore not get extra credit.)

11. Points are cumulative from Grade 8.

12. For girls who start at VG after Grade 8, three points are subtracted per year for Half Colours and six points are subtracted per year for Colours.



Girl arriving in Grade 9:   Half Colours = 12 points; Colours = 24 points



Girl arriving in Grade 10: Half Colours =   9 points; Colours = 18 points



Girl arriving in Grade 11: Half Colours =   6 points; Colours = 12 points



Girl arriving in Grade 12: At the discretion of the Colours Committee i.e. points are not awarded.

Other points:

· The teacher in charge of Cultural Colours will enter marks from the Sport and Cultural Prize Giving Programme 

· She/he will remind teachers in charge of cultural activities at the end of August to award points for their activities

· Other achievements must be filled in on the official form by the girls concerned.

POINTS ALLOCATION:
Points can only be given once for a piece.  The highest achievement for a piece will count.
	EISTEDDFODS (Music, Dance, Drama, Robotics)


	Top award e.g. Double Gold/Platinum/Gold
	2

	Second award e.g. Gold/Silver
	1

	Other awards
	0


	EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS FOR MUSIC, DRAMA, AND DANCE 

(RSM, UNISA, Trinity, RADA etc.)


	GRADE
	PASS/

COMMENDED
	MERIT/HIGHLY COMMENDED
	DISTINCTION

	1 - 5
	2
	3
	4

	6 - 8
	5
	6
	7

	Ballet majors, licentiates etc.
	At discretion of Colours Committee


	COMPETITIONS (all disciplines)



	VG or local drama/music/dance competition
	1st place
	2

	
	2nd place
	1

	
	
	

	Regional music competition 

(not “Enrichment” sections)
	Second round
	2

	
	Final round
	4

	
	1st place (then other points fall away)
	6

	
	
	

	Regional drama/dance/film/Robotics competition
	Participation of high standard
	2

	
	Winning play (director)
	6

	
	Winning play (actors)
	2-4

	
	
	

	Regional art competition (including the Bathurst Show and the Carinus Exhibition)
	Equivalent of music 2nd round
	2

	
	1st place/Gold
	2

	
	2nd place/Silver
	1


	CONCERTS (all disciplines)



	Variety Concert or other VG concert or similar event (not things like G-Funk)
	Per individual piece (not choir/ marimba/orchestra/string ensemble)
	1

	Prestige Concert or Founders Concert 
(Points are not awarded for art on exhibition)
	Per individual piece
	1-2

	
	Per ensemble piece/ choir/ orchestra/marimba
	1

	Masicule
	Soloists only
	1

	External Concert (prestigious)
	Per individual piece
	1-3


	MUSIC



	Choir (only for major performances)
	Senior and Junior: Outstanding soloist (in addition)
	1

	
	Senior: Outstanding performances throughout year
	1-4

	
	Junior: Outstanding performances throughout year
	1-3

	
	Winner of Choir Prize (S+C Awards)
	2

	
	
	

	Marimba Band (only for major performances)
	Senior: Outstanding performances throughout year
	1-4

	
	Junior: Outstanding performances throughout year
	1-3

	
	Winner of Marimba Band Prize (S+C Awards)
	2

	
	
	

	String Ensembles Bonus Points
	Senior and junior (fewer because they are also in the Orchestra)
	1-2

	
	
	

	VG Orchestra (only for major performances)
	Outstanding performances throughout year
	1-4

	
	Winner of Orchestra Prize (S+C Awards)
	2

	
	
	

	Band/Orchestra outside VG
	Consider standard and number of performances
	0-3

	Cathedral Choir
	Consider standard and number of performances
	1-4

	
	
	

	Inter-house Singing
	Directors
	0-2


	DEBATING AND PUBLIC SPEAKING (points only awarded once for the same speech)


	VG Best Speakers’ Competitions: all languages (Senior; Junior; Trilingual)
	1st place
	2

	
	2nd place
	1

	
	
	

	Local inter-schools public speaking competition
	1st place
	2

	
	2nd place
	1

	
	
	

	Regional and Provincial Competitions (Debating and Public Speaking)
	Semi-finals
	1-2

	
	Finals
	2-4

	
	1st place (then other points fall away)
	3-6

	
	
	

	Debating (only Senior Debating)
	Competed in at least ¾ of the debates in the year
	2-4

	
	Winner of Best Debating Prize (S+C Awards)
	2


	DRAMA 

(Awards are at the discretion of the director, who may also give performance bonuses)


	Musical or self-scripted play
	Lead roles
	4

	
	Supporting roles
	3

	
	Good chorus
	2

	
	All other parts
	1

	
	
	

	School play e.g. Founders play
	Lead roles
	3

	
	Supporting roles
	2

	
	All parts
	1

	
	Good bit parts
	1

	
	
	

	House plays 

(Directors to hand in programme/cast list with points allocated the next day.)
	Directors
	0-2

	
	Best actress
	2

	
	Best supporting actress
	1

	
	Others (discretion)
	0-1

	
	
	

	Own initiative work/ other plays 

e.g. Shakespeare Festival, Alexander Playhouse Competition
	High standard of performance
	1-2

	
	
	

	
	Winner of Drama/Dance Prize (S+C Awards)
	2


	CHESS


	Competitions (depending on the standard) – not local, except for Rhodes Open
	Semi-finals
	1-2

	
	Finals
	2-4

	
	1st place (then other points fall away)
	3-6

	
	
	

	Team member 
(if enough matches are played)
	1st team all year
	1-4

	
	
	

	Provincial trials
	Depending on level of play
	1-2

	
	Winner of Best Player Prize (S+C Awards)
	2


	PUBLICATIONS (Writing, Art, Photography, Design etc.) and POETRY


	School magazine or other prestigious publication 
	Per creative piece 
(or at discretion of editor)
	1

	Article (not letter) in public newspaper (incl. Grocott’s Mail) – not Publicity Committee
	Per article
	0-2

	Poem published in external reputable publication
	Per poem
	0-3

	VG Poetry Competitions (all languages)
	1st place per grade
	2

	
	2nd place per grade
	1


